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FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, November 

First, No 42 Doreen Robinson, drawn by Steve Chew-Graham 

Second, No 40 David Daynes, drawn by David Barlow  

 

Manchester Group wish all our 
Members a very happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year 

 ÓÈÕɯ8ÈÛÌÚɀɯÞÈÓÒÚɯÈÙÌɯÉÌÊÖÔÐÕÎɯÌÝÌÙɯÔÖÙÌɯ×Ö×ÜÓÈÙȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯÛÞÖɯÖÙÎÈÕÐÚÌËɯÉàɯ ÓÈÕɯ

took in the area around Castleton (left) and Brabyns Park in Marple.   

 

Reports of these walks on pages 8 and 9. 

 

Alan has promised to organise other walks in the not -too-distant near future.  

At our last evening social event, Group Observer Trainer Martin Robinson gave us 

in insight into his work as Area Manager for Arriva North West and Wales.   

 

#ÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÝÐÌÞɯ×ÖÐÕÛÚɯÖÕɯ,ÈÙÛÐÕɀÚɯÛÈÓÒɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌÚɯɯƘɯÈÕËɯƚȭ 

 ɯÍÙÌÈÒɯÚÕÖÞɯÚÛÖÙÔɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ƚƖɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƜƔɀÚɯÐÚɯÙÌÊÈÓÓÌËɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƙȭ 

3ÌÚÛɯàÖÜÙɯÒÕÖÞÓÌËÎÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ'ÐÎÏÞÈàɯ"ÖËÌɯÈÕËɯ1ÖÈËÊÙÈÍÛɯÞÐÛÏɯ3ÖÕàɀÚɯ0ÜÐáɯÖÕɯ×ÈÎÌɯƛȭ 
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By Lee Davies  
 
Insurance Discount ï Update  
In the last edition of MAINBEAM I 

told you about a new 25% discount on 

car and motorbike insurance with 

Adrian Flux Insurance Services for all 

RoADAR members. 

Well the good news that our very own 

Observer Becky McCabe has taken 

advantage of this fantastic deal. Being a 

student and aged under 25 (those were 

the days! ɬ Ed) her current insurer was 

asking more than £1000! Becky did the 

usual shopping around and managed 

to get a quote for around £600 but then 

contacted Adrian Flux who gave her 

the 25% discount as promised and 

quoted her £400!  

 As a RoADAR member, all you 

have to do is contact Adrian Flux when 

your insurance is due, with your 

renewal premium figure. The company 

guarantees to insure you for 25% less 

than the premium you have been 

quoted, and in some cases the discount 

may be even bigger. The only 

stipulation is that you must have had 

your own car insurance policy during 

the previous year (rather than being a 

named driver on someone else's policy) 

and you must not have made a claim 

during that time.  

 To learn more about the scheme 

visit www.adrianflux.co.uk/ridedrive/

rospa-insurance.php or call Adrian 

Flux Insurance Services on 0800 089 

0035. 

 Please let me know of your 

experiences. 

 

Daytime running lights for all 

new vehicles  

All new vehicles will be equipped 

with dedicated daytime running lights 

from 2011, the European Commission 

has decided. 

 

Dedicated daytime running lights are 

special lamps which automatically 

switch on when the engine is started 

(currently often seen on Volvos). They 

substantially increase the visibility of 

vehicles to other road users, and have a 

low energy consumption compared to 

existing dipped -beam head lamps.  

 The directive adopted by the EC 

foresees that from February 2011 all 

new cars and small delivery vans will 

have to be equipped with daytime 

running lights. Trucks and buses will 

follow 18 months later in 2012 

(although many bus companies such as 

Arriva and First already adopted this 

practice). 

 However, some motorcycle groups 

have complained that bikers who 

already use dipped headlights at all 

ÛÐÔÌÚɯÞÖÕɀÛɯȿÚÛÈÕËɯÖÜÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÖÞËɀȭɯ

What do you think ɬ send your 

comments to me at: 

chairman@safedriversandriders.org.uk 

 

Dummy police officer slows 

drivers  

A dummy 

has 

successfully 

impersonated 

a traffic 

police officer 

in a bid to get 

motorists to 

slow down 

on a dangerous road.  

 Sporting a police radio, cap, badge 

and fluorescent yellow jacket - from 

The Early Learning Centre - the mock 

cop has been slowing traffic since a 

mystery resident strapped the straw -

ÍÐÓÓÌËɯȿÖÍÍÐÊÌÙɀɯÛÖɯÈɯ×ÏÖÕÌɯ×ÖÓÌɯÉÌÚÐËÌɯÈɯ

ÙÖÈËɯËÜÉÉÌËɯȿËÌÈÛÏɯÙÖÞɀȭɯ 

 Michelle Carmen, 36, who lives 

directly opposite the dummy, said: "It 

has certainly slowed traffic. It's a 

nightmare trying to get your car out of 

the drive here. We've had one car 

written off and the house a few doors 

down has had three - all in just a year. 

What we need now is a real police 

ÖÍÍÐÊÌÙɯÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÖ×ɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÌËÐÕÎȭɂ 

Lorry stuck after sat nav 

blunder  

A village road was blocked for a day 

after a lorry driver's sat nav blunder.  

 Residents in Bollington, near 

Macclesfield, were stunned to see the 

driver attempt to negotiate the narrow 

lane at the bottom of a steep hill in a 

huge truck.  

 He tried to turn a sharp corner, but 

then stopped - and then as he 

attempted to reverse, the vehicle's sides 

were wedged against a stone cottage.  

 His truck became stuck at 9am and 

it was 20 hours before engineers were 

able to take off its load of rubber and 

remove it from the scene early the 

following morning.  

 The road has signs which clearly 

indicate that there is a weight 

restriction for traffic on the narrow 

road, limiting vehicles to those under 

7.5 tonnes.  

 Bollington also has signs urging 

drivers to 'Ignore Satnav' after a string 

of incidents involving drivers who are 

led down the lanes by their automatic 

navigation systems.  

 When residents saw the huge truck 

driving towards the bend, some of 

them attempted to flag it down but the 

driver failed to see them. 

From the Chair  

http://www.adrianflux.co.uk/ridedrive/rospa-insurance.php
http://www.adrianflux.co.uk/ridedrive/rospa-insurance.php
mailto:chairman@safedriversandriders.org.uk


 

MAINBEAM W i n t e r  2 0 0 8  

By John Holland  

 
Manual, Automatic or Electric?  

 6ÌɀÝÌɯ ÏÈËɯ ÚÌÝÌÙÈÓɯ  ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌÚɯ

coming along with Automatic cars, 

but I wonder if there will be an influx 

of Electric ones to learn about now? 

 I ask this because the Government 

has endorsed a £100 million five-year 

package to boost that market, to 

encourage more emission-free 

motoring in the UK.  

 Although currently these low -

emission vehicles are mainly 

confined to London, with their 

limited -mileage capabilities, there is a 

very strong possibility that they will 

sell well in all our major 

conurbations. 

 Part of that monetary package is 

£20 million offered to councils 

throughout the country to buy and 

run electric vans, with another £10 

million on offer for families to trial 

these vehicles too.  

 One retailer, NICE (that stands for 

No Internal Combustion Engine), is 

optimistic that this is a very real and 

clear signal that the Government 

recognises the part that all-electric 

vehicles will play in combating 

climate change.   Evert Geursten, who 

is the co-founder of NICE says that 

with running costs of a claimed 2 -

pence a mile (about one fifteenth of a 

petrol or diesel car), electric vehicles 

offer exactly the image sought by 

credit crunchɬhit drivers are looking 

for, especially as there is no annual 

road tax either. 

 Retailer NICE offer their best-

seller in the range, the two-seater 

MyCar, made in Hong Kong, for 

£11,499, and this has a 40-mile range 

per charge, which they see as being 

more than adequate for most urban 

users. 

 Also, with an eye to that offer by 

local authorities, the company sells 

the electric Mega-Truck ranged 

starting from £9,595. 

 Looks like a good plug to me. 

 
Foreign Drivers caught in Net  

 The DVLA is continually 

monitoring unlicensed foreign 

drivers, and recently in a week of 

intensified surveillance netted 1,233 

such drivers   A spokesman for the 

ÎÖÝÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯ ÈÎÌÕÊàɯ ÚÈÐËȮɯ Ɂ6Ìɯ ÛÈÒÌɯ

the issues associated with 

overstaying unlicensed foreign 

vehicles very seriously.   That is why 

there is a continuing scheme of 

education and enforcement in place 

to help to tackle the problem.   This 

now helps keepers of such vehicles to 

fully understand their responsibilities 

and to comply with UK registration 

ÈÕËɯÓÐÊÌÕÚÐÕÎɯÓÈÞÚȭɂ 

 He added that failure to comply 

with these regulations can result in 

the vehicles being clamped, 

impounded and quite likely 

destroyed. 

 Drivers of foreign vehicles must 

have normal UK vehicle excise duty 

car tax in place if they have driven in 

the UK for more than 6 months. 
 
Love Affair with Speed  

  Ahead of the recent new 

threatened initiative to double some 

speeding penalties, came the result of 

a survey which shows that 71 percent 

of those questioned admitted to 

breaking the speed limit on more 

than a quarter of all journeys. 

 RoadPilot found that the 70mph 

applying to dual carriageways and 

motorways is the biggest bone of 

contention for drivers, with 60 

percent of them saying that this limit 

should be raised. 

 Those findings are consistent with 

figures which were previously 

released by the Department for 

Transport which showed that during 

2007, 72 percent of cars travelled 

above the motorway limit.  

 James Flynn of RoadPilot says, 

Ɂ.ÜÙɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏɯÚÏÖÞÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÚ×ÌÌËÐÕÎȮɯ

particularly on motorways, is a 

common vice among UK motorists.   

Given the number of people who 

admit to speeding on a regular basis, 

and there are more than 10,000 fixed 

and frequently -used mobile speed 

camera sites on UK roads, there is 

potentially a very large number of 

people in danger of being fined, 

incurring penalty points or even 

ÓÖÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÓÐÊÌÕÊÌÚȭɂ 

 
Whatôs in a Name? 

 I wonder, after all these years if 

we have got it all wrong?   I mean the 

ÛÌÙÔɯȿ ËÝÈÕÊÌËɯ#ÙÐÝÌÙɀȭɯɯɯ6ÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚɯ

that name conjure up in the 

imagination of drivers?   A superior 

ÉÌÐÕÎȳɯ ɯȿÏÖÓÐÌÙ-than-ÛÏÖÜɀɯÈÛÛÐÛÜËÌȳɯɯ

 ÕɯÌÓÐÛÐÚÛȳɯɯ(ÍɯÐÛɀÚɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÛÏÌÕɯ(ɯ

think we have got it totally wrong.  

 Take flying; would you be happy, 

when purchasing your holiday flight 

to be offered to be piloted by an 

advanced pilot?   Probably.   What if, 

ÖÕɯÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯÍÓÐÎÏÛɯÛÏÈÛɯȿÈËÝÈÕÊÌËɀɯÛÈÎɯ

ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÛÏÌÙÌɯɬ cause for concern 

perhaps? 

 So back to driving; surely what we 

×ÌÙÊÌÐÝÌɯ ÈÚɯ ȿÈËÝÈÕÊÌËɀɯ ËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ

should be the norm?   In which case 

that would make all non -advanced 

ËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯȿÐÕÍÌÙÐÖÙɀȭɯɯɯ.ÙɯÏÈÝÌɯ(ɯÎÖÛɯÐÛɯ

wrong? 

This, that and tôother 
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By Alan Yates  

 
 Group Member Martin Robinson was 

the speaker at our last social event on 

14th October. Alan Yates gives his 

impressions. 

 .Ïɯ,ÈÙÛÐÕȮɯÞÏàɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÏÌɯÌÝÌÕÐÕÎɯ

carry on for at least another hour? I 

know you were talking for over an 

hour, but I had so much to ask. 

 Yes, certainly times have changed.  

In 1980 when I became a bus driver 

from being a conductor, we were asked 

for a driving licence and not much else. 

We were "police" checked but only to 

see if we had a criminal record. One 

chap was asked to leave because he had 

been cautioned for attempting to steal 

petrol from a car. He was underage at 

the time of the offence and he only 

received the lighter sentence, but of 

ÊÖÜÙÚÌɯ ÏÌɯ ËÐËÕɀÛɯ ÞÖÙÒɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÜÚɯ

company either. 

 We were introduced to a double 

decker in what was then the training 

yard at the back of Devonshire Street, 

the Hyde Road bus depot. 

 A few spins around the yard with 

mock stops to pick up passengers and a 

familiarization of the various buses that 

the company had in service. 

 The worst vehicle to master was the 

"pre-select" Daimler engine and gear 

box. Remember, these buses were the 

half cab type with the driver separated 

from the body of the bus by a bulkhead, 

the same as the famous London 

"Routemaster" buses. This gear box 

consisted of a lever attached to the 

steering column, much like the old 

Bedford Dormobile vans. To move the 

bus you started the engine, pressed the 

clutch in and selected the gear via the 

column change. When the clutch was let 

out the vehicle moved, the next 

sequence was to select the gear PRIOR 

to changing gear. Push the clutch pedal 

down and then release, pre-selecting 

each gear as required. Once the 

sequence was mastered it became quite 

a smooth operation, except, if the clutch 

×ÌËÈÓɯËÐËÕɀÛɯØÜÐÛÌɯÚÌÓÌÊÛɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÈÙȭɯ3ÏÌɯ

clutch pedal would then jump out to its 

full extent of travel. With a bus full of 

passengers and coasting towards traffic 

lights set at red had many a driver 

showing signs of heart attacks. The way 

to engage the gear was to select a 

neutral position on the steering column 

with the lever then stand up to push the 

clutch pedal back in place using the 

steering wheel as a lever, trying at the 

same time to use the hand brake to slow 

the bus down. Fortunately there were 

only about half a dozen of these buses in 

service and were only used for short 

rush hour journeys.  

 A couple of other items were 

practiced in the yard prior to going on 

the road. One was a "moving brake 

test". Believe me this happened in the 

ÌÈÙÓàɯƕƝƜƔɀÚɯÛÖɯÈÓÓɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÈÛɯ'àËÌɯ1ÖÈËɯ

learning to drive buses. A section of the 

yard was cobbled, so an emergency stop 

would be practiced. The instructor, 

ÓÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÈÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯËÙÐÝÌÙɀÚɯ

cab, yelled "STOP" into your ear. 

Reactions were pretty quick I can assure 

you. After a few circuits the driver 

would be directed towards some old 

parked buses and another instructor 

would throw a stuffed Guy Fawkes type 

dummy out in front of the bus. Many 

drivers unfortunately ran over this 

dummy simply from shock thinking it 

was a real person. It was very 

contentious and I suspect it was 

eventually dropped from these tests. 

Yes I hit mine at the time. 

 The other thing which we couldn't 

get enough of was the skid pan. A large 

area was covered in old oil and was 

watered with a hose pipe.  Get up as 

much speed as you could, drive onto the 

patch and for the first few times the 

instructor would lean into the cab and 

pull the hand brake on, locking the back 

wheels and telling you to steer hard 

over to the left. This had the bus 

spinning around and keeling over. We 

all tried to get the one set of back wheels 

off the deck, but it was quite difficult. 

They do not tip over very easily, 

especially the older buses. The other 

treat was to go on the top deck and all 

sit on the one side to try to tip it over. I 

ËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÖÍɯÈÕàɯÉÜÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÕÛɯÖÝÌÙɯ

while I was there during my 10 years as 

a driver.  

 Three weeks later and we were in for 

our test, done by the instructors from 

the driving school! Most passed first 

time, obviously, and like every other 

test taken we learnt more on the road. It 

was quite daunting the first time you 

had a full load of passengers on board. 

Some of the one-man buses could carry 

90+ passengers. This obviously had an 

effect on both steering and braking. 

Forward observation was never more 

important, although if you did get it 

wrong most other vehicles got out of the 

way. 

 Because I worked for Manchester 

Corporation and we entered other bus 

corporations areas we had to observe 

their rules and regulations. For example 

in Oldham you had to wear full uniform 

including cap, even when driving in 

summer. Crossing the boundaries had 

conductors and drivers quickly 

whipping off said hats. The depot clerks 

would inspect you as you came to the 

desk to sign on and if shoes / boots were 

not up to standard they would send you 

away to polish them. Ties were issued 

and worn, as were raincoats and 

greatcoats, an extensive and expensive 

wardrobe issued to every employee. 

 Martin, so much to talk about, events 

and regulations make so much 

difference to the job that I had.  

 Would I like to be back? No chance, 

retirement is so much better. But I 

would still like to drive a bus again. 

Any chance of a group visit to a depot 

ÚÖÔÌɯÛÐÔÌȳɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÊÈÙɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯ

would jump at the chance to drive 

something bigger. 

On the Buses  
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By John Holland  

 
 (ɀÔɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ%ÙÐËÈàɯÞÏÌÕɯ

we are warned of wintry weather with 

heavy snowfalls due this week end.   

Anybody who knows me may be aware 

of my almost pathological cynicism 

about weather-forecasting on national 

television, where, in my view it is far too 

generalised, and yes, often inaccurate.  

 Having spoken to Mike Singleton on 

a recent Associate Sunday about this 

subject I told him a story which he 

thought might be of interest to 

MAINBEAM readers, so here goes: 

  I was a press photographer in 

Manchester and sometime in the mid-

ƜƔɀÚɯ(ɯÛÏÐÕÒȮɯÞÌɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯÈɯ×ÏÖÕÌɯÊÈÓÓɯÐÕɯ

the office from some very irate HGV 

drivers saying that they were at Birch 

Services on the M62, in glorious 

sunshine, but the police would not let 

them go any further east allegedly 

because of snow.  I and a reporter 

colleague drove to the service area 

ÌÕÑÖàÐÕÎɯ Èɯ ÊÖÓËȮɯ ÉÙÐÎÏÛɯ ÞÐÕÛÌÙɯ ËÈàɀÚɯ

sunshine. 

 On arrival and making ourselves 

known to the HGV drivers, about 20 of 

them, the first impressions were that it 

was our fault, so irate were they.  Yes, 

they had made representations to the 

police who insisted that the motorway, 

just a few miles further on at the 

Yorkshire boundary was blocked by 

snow, and so the M62 eastbound was 

closed from Birch Services. 

 Next point of call for us was the 

police post just across the car park.   We 

met the inspector on duty who 

ÊÖÕÍÐÙÔÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ËÙÐÝÌÙÚɀɯ ÚÛÖÙàȭɯ ɯ ɯ Ɂ'ÈÝÌɯ

you got any wet -weather gear with 

àÖÜȳɂɯ ÏÌɯÈÚÒÌËȭɯɯɯ(ɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÏÈËɯÌßÛÙÈɯ

clothing in the boot including heavy -

duty outer wear.   The reporter was 

kitted out in a sweater, wellington boots  

and police jacket, and we were soon in a 

Motorway Range Rover, being waved 

off to the cheers of the lorry drivers.  

 The beautiful weather stayed with us 

for just a few minutes.   Soon we were 

travelling under very heavy leaden skies 

which quickly introduced sleet followed 

by big flakes of snow.   Then the 

motorway became covered in snow, just 

a thin layer at first, but soon thickening 

up.   Because of abandoned vehicles we 

had to swop lanes and drive on the 

opposite, also closed carriageway, and 

ÛÏÌɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯÖÍÍÐÊÌÙɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÌÌÓɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ(ɀÓÓɯ

ÒÌÌ×ɯ ËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ ÜÕÛÐÓɯ (ɯ ÊÈÕɀÛɯ ÎÖɯ ÈÕàɯ

ÍÜÙÛÏÌÙȭɂɯ ÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÞÈÚɯÈÙÙÐÝÌËɯÈÛɯ

very quickly, where stopped and 

climbed out ɬ into an arctic blizzard, and 

this about a 20-minute drive from Birch.  

 The snow was lying several feet 

thick, and through the heavy horizontal 

snow we saw 2 figures walking, or 

scrambling towards us.   They were 

traffic officers from West Yorkshire 

Police who had been checking out some 

of the abandoned vehicles along the 

carriageway, having left their vehicle 

about a mile behind them.  

 I had never encountered conditions 

like these before (nor since), and I can 

honestly say that my eye lashes froze 

and I found it difficult to blink as my 

eyes were devoid of moisture.   The 

snow banked up so high that only the 

tops of road signs were visible and it 

was imperative that we were always 

able to see each other to keep our sense 

of orientation and direction.  

 A few minutes of this was enough for 

me to get my pictures, which had to be 

done with thick gloves on, and we 

retreated back to our vehicle. 

 On arrival back at Birch, where the 

weather had deteriorated since we left, 

we were surrounded by the drivers, who 

were more willing to accept our account 

of the conditions than they had been 

previously from the police.  

 I took plenty of pictures, but sadly I 

now only have one of them in my 

possession.   I did do a whole set for 

the police station at Birch and would 

love to know if any are still in existence.  

 (ɀÝÌɯ ÕÖɯ ÐËÌÈɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÌÈÛÏÌÙɯ

forecast at that time  was, but many 

people were caught out by those 

somewhat freak conditions, including 

the HGV drivers who, surely, would 

have travelled by a different route if 

they had known in advance.  

 

 

Photo: John Holland  
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White -out on the M62  

Police officers check out abandoned vehicles on the M62   
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Fare Doôs 
John Holland  
 

 Peter, a builder friend of mine 

tried his hand at being a bus driver 

some years ago.  He worked on the 

Stockport to Manchester route and one 

morning, in a particularly slow -moving 

crawl  due to long -standing roadworks  

along Wellington Road North, he had 

to stop for some time about 200 yards 

short of a bus stop.  He could see an 

elderly lady repeatedly stepping into 

the road and peering towards him, 

impatient for him to arrive.  Some 

minutes later, when he did stop and 

opened the doors for her and others to 

ÊÖÔÌɯÖÕɯÉÖÈÙËȮɯÚÏÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ6ÏÌÙÌɯÏÈÝÌɯ

àÖÜɯ ÉÌÌÕȳɂɯ ɯ 3Öɯ ÏÐÚɯ ÊÙÌËÐÛȮɯ /ÌÛÌÙɯ

refrained from giving an answer.  

 Martin Robinson is known within 

the Group as being an enthusiastic 

Observer, but like many others has 

another life too.  Martin is Area 

Manager for Arriva North West and 

Wales, and gave us an insight into his 

ÙÌÈÓÔɯÞÐÛÏɯÏÐÚɯÛÈÓÒȮɯɁ2Öɯ8ÖÜɯ6ÈÕÛɯÛÖɯ

ÉÌɯÈɯ!ÜÚɯ#ÙÐÝÌÙȳɂ 

 As an introduction, his mini -bus 

sized audience was treated to a clip 

from that TV sit -com of years ago, 

ȿ.ÕɯÛÏÌɯ!ÜÚÌÚɀɯÛÖɯÐÓÓÜÚÛÙÈÛÌɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ

profession has changed, and my HOW 

it has changed!  Working for a 

company with 38,000 employees and 

14,000 buses across Europe as far as 

2ÓÖÝÈÒÐÈȮɯ ,ÈÙÛÐÕɀÚɯ ÈÙÌÈɯ ÖÍɯ

responsibility, although more modest, 

covers the North 

West and Wales 

which has 18 

depots, 8 out 

stations, 1,300 

vehicles and 4,000 

staff.  More history 

reminded us that 

previously a 

conductor graduated to driver, but 

with the introduction of the non -PC 

ȿÖÕÌɯÔÈÕɯÉÜÚÌÚɀɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯƕƝƚƔɀÚɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯ

began to change, accelerated by 

legislation, working practices and 

health and safety rules.  

 A candidate for the job is given a 

driving test ɬ no, not a chance to drive 

a bus but to show ability driving a van.   

Having passed this stage, the candidate 

ÊÈÕɯ ÛÏÌÕɯ È××Óàɯ ÍÖÙɯ Èɯ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕÈÓɯȿ#ɀɯ

class licence.  Having obtained that, our 

novice can now take a bus out, under 

ÐÕÚÛÙÜÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯÖÍɯÊÖÜÙÚÌȮɯÊÈÙÙàÐÕÎɯȿ+ɀɯ

plates.   Martin left us in no doubt that 

training has a high profile within 

Arriva; under his remit there are 2 DSA 

delegated Examiners (this cuts out 

waiting time and a strain on the DSAs 

resources) covering 3 test centres 

within the area, 22 qualified driving 

instructors spread over 15 locations, 

with 15 buses used for the training.   In 

addition there are 3 other trainers who 

carry out training for the drivers 

Certificate of Professional Competence 

(CPC).   Furthermore, there are garage 

trainers and driver mentors at all 

locations who teach  newly-qualified 

drivers all aspects of their job other 

than basic driving, and accompany 

newly -qualified drivers in the initial 

stages of carrying fare-paying 

passengers. 

 To reach that stage though the 

qualified driver will have spent hours 

of theory and practical testing ɬ the 

Theory Tests, based on DSA guidelines, 

themselves last 4 hours, part of which 

requires 100 multiple choice questions 

to be answered in 2 hours, with a 

further 30 minutes allowed for 19 

Hazard Perception tests.   In addition, 

within the second Module there are 50 

questions to be answered in 90 minutes 

on 7 different case studies. 

 On now to the practical tests of 2 

hours, which include vehicle safety 

demonstrations, and still our driver is 

not fully rounded!  He/she has to be 

fully acquainted with routes, and here 

,ÈÙÛÐÕɯÚÏÖÞÌËɯÜÚɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯȿ'ÖÛɯ2×ÖÛɀɯ

videos advising on the correct 

approach to certain hazards, and how 

to deal with congested situations.    

Procedures may vary at different bus 

stations too ɬ then there are the shift 

patterns to contend with.     

 I was particularly surprised to learn 

that the ticket issuing machine (yes that 

has to be learned too), is more and 

more GPS monitored.  By using 

satellite navigation systems the route 

stages can be automatically 

incorporated and the correct fare 

shown.   A sign of the age we live in 

is that most buses have no less than 7 

video cameras on and around the 

vehicle to record incidents.         

 'ÌÙÌɀÚɯ Èɯ ÛÐ×ɯɬ in areas where 

several bus companies vie for 

business, go for the smartest looking 

fleet.  In this way you are fairly 

certain to find that the drivers have 

been hand-picked to act as 

ambassadors for their company, 

adding to the pleasure of the journey. 

 A far cry indeed from the world 

inhabited by Reg Varney and crew!  
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By Tony Richardson  

 
HIGHWAY CODE 
1. On approaching a roundabout what should you use at all stages and what action should you take?  

  (Highway Code Rule 184) 

2. If a vehicle is trying to overtake you, what should you do?                

  (Highway Code Rule 168)  

3.  What is the ideal position in which to stop behind another vehicle when in a traffic queue  ?        

 (Highway Code Rule 126)  

 

ROADCRAFT  
1. How does speed affect observation?           

 (Page 26 Roadcraft) 

2. What is the range of signals you can give to other road users? 

  (Page 101 Roadcraft)  

3. What are the four key principles for safe cornering? 

 (Page 118 Roadcraft)  

 

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated. 

Rememberɭyou may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit! 

Tonyôs Quiz 
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Letters  
From Alan Yates  

 

Castleton Walk 

Thanks to all 14 members of the Manchester Group who turned out for our Castleton walk.  

The weather did us proud, and the company was excellent. 

  

I plan to organise some more walks in the near future, so get those boots polished!  

Alan  

 

The winding path into Castleton from below Peveril Castle  Photo: Alan Yates 

 
From Sheila Entwistle  

 

I think I can say on behalf of everyone who took part  in the  Brabyns Park 

walk that we all had a thoroughly enjoyable day out.   Alan worked his 

usual magic on the weather, which was cold but dry and bright.  

 ,ÈÕàɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯ ÓÈÕȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯÖÕÌȵɯɯ 

Sheila 

 

 

 View from the Park  

 

Chadwick Church alter  

 

 

Photos: Sheila Entwistle 
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Castleton Walk  

By Mike Beavan  
 

On a sunny day in September fifteen of us assembled outside the Blue 

John mine entrance.  Alan Yates marshalled us all together for a Group 

photograph.  

 It was good to have so many people of all ages and we set off, uphill.  

Uphill was a word we used often on our walk.  The scenery around 

Castleton was superb and as we crossed a field with horses around us, 

ÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÓÌɯÕÌÙÝÖÜÚɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛɯÈÚɯÈÕßÐÖÜÚɯÈÚɯ ÓÈÕɀÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯ

Sue would have been (she was away) if it had been a field of cows ɬ she 

locks her car door when she sees a cattle sign! 

 The route took us down a tortuous path past Peveril Castle into 

Castleton for a picnic lunch. 

 After lunch we had a stiff climb back to our starting point.  We 

enjoyed good company, good views and thanks to our guides Alan and 

Brian, an informative and entertaining commentary of the many 

attractions along the way. 

We congregate outside Blue John Cavern entrance 

Negotiating the rocky path past Peveril Castle 

A welcome break to take in the scenery around Mam Tor 
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By Andy Rambler  

 

 After the more intrepid walkers in 

the Group tackled the area around 

Castleton in September, Alan Yates 

relented this time, and 

ÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÏÐÚɯ×ÙÖÔÐÚÌɯÖÍɯÈÕɯȿÖÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯ ÍÓÈÛɀɯ ÞÈÓÒɯ ÏÈËɯ Èɯ ÉÜÐÓÛ-in 

ȿÒÐÊÒɀɯÐÕɯÐÛȮɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕÓàɯÈɯ

nice gentle 5-miler taking in a 

variety of scenery. 

 Thirteen of us met up at 

Brabyns Park in Marple and 

everybody arrived promptly 

for a 10am start on the bright 

Saturday morning of 22nd 

November. It was encouraging 

to see two of our current 

Associates with us, one of whom, 

Sharon Tainsh was there with her 

husband Alan a biker -member of the 

Group, and their lovely daughters, 

Jennifer aged 11, and Fiona, 9. 

  ÓÈÕɯ ÏÈËɯ ȿÙÌÊÊÌËɀɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÙÖÜÛÌɯ

thoroughly, and we crossed the Peak 

Forest Canal and soon, unusually, were 

walking along ancient paths through 

the housing estates of Marple.   These 

paths took us behind houses, across 

open and largely forgotten land, and 

allotments.  

 Then into Marple Dale which 

dropped us down to walk alongside 

the river Goyt, with a glimpse through 

the denuded trees of Manchester Canoe 

"ÓÜÉɀÚɯ ÚÛÙÌÛÊÏɯ ÖÍɯ ÞÈÛÌÙɯ ÞÏÌÙÌɯ ÚÖÔÌɯ

years ago the British team actually 

practiced white -water canoeing. 

 One stretch of particularly muddy 

territory was negotiated and now we 

were very close to the fast running 

river, where debate took place about 

the precise location of the ford marked 

on some maps.   No need, desire or 

chance to try it out and we continued 

our way to the main road near to the 

Wyevale Garden Centre, where, as we 

climbed over the stile, several repeats 

ÖÍɯɁ.ÏȮɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ(ɯÈÔɯÕÖÞȵɂɯÞÌÙÌɯ

heard. 

 Two of the party went in to the 

garden centre to either buy plants or to 

use the facilities, and as neither came 

out carrying parcels, I leave it to you to 

decide which was the reason.   A short 

stretch of about 400 yards on this road 

enabled us to cross the river Goyt and 

then head back into open 

country, farming land 

actually, but on a small scale, 

to stop at a picnic spot for 

ÖÜÙɯÓÜÕÊÏɯÉÙÌÈÒȭɯɯɯɁ(ɀÓÓɯÚÏÖÞɯ

you mine if you show me 

àÖÜÙÚȵɂɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÏÌÈÙËɯ ÈÚɯ ÞÌɯ

discussed the contents of the 

various packages brought 

out. 

 Alan only allowed us a 20

-minute break here, before 

we were back on our route 

for Chadkirk Chapel, the 14 th 

century church in the valley which has 

been renovated from near-ruin.   Name 

after the 7th century Anglo -Saxon 

missionary it is in a beautiful and 

peaceful location.   The chapel only 

opens for a limited period at 

week ends at this time of year, 

but  man in charge allowed us 

all to go in, where we had the 

opportunity of hot drinks and 

snacks and the viewing of a 7-

minute video outlining the 

ÊÏÈ×ÌÓɀÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭ 

 Off again, and Alan played 

his trump card.   A level walk?   

Yes, if we went back on 

another route, but our 

taskmaster led us up a steep 

embankment, but one which we all 

agreed was worth the effort for the 

view back down to the chapel in the 

valley.   Now we were back with the 

Peak Forest Canal at the back of the 

paper mill in Romiley.   Re -grouping 

by Hyde Bank Farm we had a history 

lesson of the former tenants of the 

farm, for a daughter, Anne Hyde was 

the first wife of James II. 

 With an opportunity of viewing 

both ends of the Hyde Bank tunnel we 

stayed with the canal as it crossed with 

the aqueduct 100 feet above the fields 

below and alongside the railway 

viaduct even higher above. 

 Now we were skirting Brabyns Park 

again, and leaving the water at Lock 

No. 7 which we had crossed at the 

beginning of the walk, we made our 

way back to the car park, where two of 

the party, who have lived in the area 

for over 40 years were amazed to have 

trodden over terrain completely new to 

them so close to home. 

 Thanks were expressed to Alan, 

who, encouraged by the recent 

responses, has already ear-marked two 

other jaunts for the not-too-distant 

future.  

 

The Off -Roaders  
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A break for lunch at a convenient picnic area in Chadkirk Country Park.  

An excellent view of Chadkirk Chapel for our walkers  



MANCHESTER GROUP 

 
RoSPA ADVANCED DRIVERS AND RIDERS  

www.safe drivers andriders .org.uk  

Contributions to MAINBEAM are welcome and should be sent to Simon Smart. 

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and do not necessarily express the 

views or  policies of RoSPA, RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders or MANCHESTER GROUP. 

MAINBEAM Manchester Group 
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John Holland, MBE, Arch Barn Cottage, Cobden Edge,  Mellor, 

Stockport,  SK6 5NH 
0161 449 7757 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Syd Hinks (1975); Peter Croft (1991 - 2006); Phil Harrison (1991);  

Neil Ashton (1995); Margaret Dyson (2004); Jean Farmer (2006)  

CHAIRMAN  Lee Davies, 5 Sycamore Place, Whitefield, Manchester, M45 7FQ,  
chairman@safedriversandriders.com 

07966 101441 

VICE-CHAIRMAN  John Fraser .  jxf@ntlworld.com  

SECRETARY 
Debbie McNamara, 11 Egerton Road South, Heaton Chapel, 

Stockport, SK4 4LS.  secretary@safedriversandriders.com 
07968 313853 

TREASURER 
Simon Smart, 2 Grebe Close, Knutsford, WA16 8HW 
treasurer@safedriversandriders.com 

01565 654267 

OBSERVER TRAINERS  
Cars: Martin Robinson, busrobin@nildram.co.uk 01270 766072 

Motorcycles: Vacant  

Cars: Sheila Entwistle, sheila.ent@tiscali.co.uk 07855 905343 
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Motorcycles: Vacant  

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY  John Holland, MBE.  john@strines82.freeserve.co.uk 0161 449 7757 
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