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FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, May 09 

First, No  28, Phil Harrison drawn by Lee Davies 

Second, No 20, Alan Burton drawn by Simon Greenwood  

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the following Associates who recently passed the advanced driving test:  

Karen Whitehead (January car course) ɭ Gold 

Graham Thomas (January car course) ɭ Gold 

Michael Middleton (January car course) ɭ Gold 

Sandra Shipman (January car course) ɭSilver 

Lee Grogan (January car course) ɭ Gold 

Cliff Williams (Bikes) ɭ Gold 

See page 8 ÍÖÙɯ+ÌÌɯ&ÙÖÎÈÕɀÚɯɯÈÊÊÖÜÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÚÛȭ 

 ɯÊÌÙÛÈÐÕɯàÖÜÕÎɯÓÈËàɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÞÈÐÛɯÛÖɯÙÌÝɯÐÛɯÜ×ȵɯ 

%ÐÕËɯÖÜÛɯÞÏÈÛɯ!ÌÊÒàɀÚɯÜ×ɯÛÖɯÖÕɯPage  5. 

Lee Davies does some research on the history 

of the pedestrian crossing. Read about his 

findings on  Page 2. 

Dave Timmins reports on the latest 

bike section ride-out on Page 7. 

Stockport council Leader Dave Goddard 

with fellow Councillors Wilson and Smith 

being welcomed by Group Chairman Lee 

Davies during a recent visit to the Group.  

Congratulations also to Alan Yates who passed at Gold on his recent car re-test. 
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By Lee Davies  

 

 May brings a new course for the car 

section ɬ so welcome to all our new 

Associates are who have just started 

their 8 session course! 

 In this edition of MAINBEAM there 

are a couple of reports about additional 

social events organised by the Group. 

As the numbers were strictly limited by 

the relevant authorities unfortunately 

we were unable to offer places to our 

whole membership. We therefore 

offered places to our Committee and 

Observers on first come basis. 

However, you will see future social 

events advertised elsewhere open to all 

which I hope you will be able to 

support.  

 
Beware of Pandas Crossings! 

One of our Diploma holders recently 

undertook a 3-year retest and at the end 

the examiner asked the usual Highway 

Code questions, one of which was: 

Ɂ-ÈÔÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÐÝÌɯ Ûà×ÌÚɯ ÖÍɯ ×ÌËÌÚÛÙÐÈÕɯ

ÊÙÖÚÚÐÕÎÚɂȭ 

 Now everyone reading this will of 

course answer: 

Zebra (black and white stripes)  

P e l i c a n  (P E d e s t r ia n  L I g h t 

CoNtrolled)  

Puffin ( Pedestrian User Friendly 

INteractive crossing) 

Toucan (sounds like TWO-CAN 

cross ɬ pedestrians and cyclists) 

Equestr ian (formerly Pegasus 

crossing ɬ for horses) 

 But half way through reeling off the 

list, the candidate suddenly introduced 

a Panda Crossingȵɯ ɯ Ɂ ɯ ÞÏÈÛȳɂɯ ÛÏÌɯ

examiner apparently asked. Upon 

ÏÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÖÙàȮɯɁ ɯÞÏÈÛȳɂɯ(ɯÈÚÒÌËȵ 

 Without wanting to question a 

Diploma Holder, and thinking I knew 

everything about pedestrian crossings (a 

ÉÐÛɯÖÍɯÈÕɯȿÈÕÖÙÈÒɀɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞȵȺȮɯ(ɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯ

had to investigate this apparent sixth 

crossing type! So here are my 

ÍÐÕËÐÕÎÚȱ 

Panda Launched ɬ 2 April 1962 

 The new type of pedestrian crossing 

caused confusion among both drivers 

and pedestrians following its launch in 

London. The first Panda crossing was 

officially opened in York Road, 

opposite Waterloo Station in London by 

the Minister of Transport, Mr Ernest 

Marples. He described the crossings, 

which were being experimented for a 

year in 45 selected sites across the 

country, as "a new idea in pedestrian 

safety".  

 But the black and white triangular 

markings with their sequence of 

flashing lights caused little more than 

utter confusion on the roads.  

'Hairbrained scheme'  

 One old lady, who was one of the 

first pedestrians to use the new crossing 

in York Road, was not impressed.  

 She said: "That man Marples is up to 

too many tricks. It's a hairbrained 

scheme and most dangerous."  

 The Panda crossing is activated 

when the pedestrian presses a button 

that lights up a "wait" sign. This results 

in a pulsating amber light warning 

drivers to stop. After five seconds a 

pulsating red light tells the driver to 

stop and a "cross" sign is illuminated 

indicating to the pedestrian that it is 

safe to cross the road. Eight seconds 

later the red light is replaced by a 

flashing amber light. At the same time 

the "cross" sign begins to flash, at first 

slowly and then faster to warn the 

pedestrian that his time to cross the 

road is running out. After 17 seconds 

both lights are extinguished and the 

driver is free to drive on.  

 The police and road safety groups 

believed that once people understand 

the new system it would ultimately be 

safer than the zebra crossing which is 

currently uncontrolled.  

 An AA spokesperson said at the 

time: "It will obviously take a little time 

before drivers and pedestrians properly 

understand these new crossings."  

 
 

The History 

 The Panda Crossing was introduced 

as a first attempt to replace the zebra 

crossing which had been introduced in 

the 1950s.  

 A week after it was launched the 

Ministry for Transport announced a 

modification to the crossings which 

would make the distinction between 

flashing and pulsating lights clearer.  

But the scheme was later abandoned 

because it was far too confusing and 

was beset by numerous mechanical 

failures.  

 The pelican crossing, which used a 

more sophisticated traffic light system, 

was introduced in 1969 and was much 

more successful.  

 In the 1990s the hi-tech puffin 

pedestrian crossing using sensors to 

detect the progress of pedestrians and 

control the traffic lights was launched.  

From the Chair 
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By John Holland  

 
Stockport Councillors in the 
Driving Seat 

 Stockport Councillors were 

invited to visit the Group to see for 

themselves the involvement the 

Group has in the Stockport area. 

 Led by Council Leader Dave 

Goddard, Cllrs. Mike Wilson and 

John Smith learned that the Group 

had been conducting advanced 

driving Courses within the Borough 

since 1990, although it had been in 

existence since the mid-1950s.   Later 

the trio had the opportunity of 

having a driving assessment or else 

having a demonstration drive.   Even 

Cllr Smith, an ex-police traffic officer 

with GMP found that little habits had 

crept in of which he was unaware, 

and later signed on for the May 

Course. 

 Group Chairman, Lee Davies said 

Ɂ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓÓàɯ ÞÌɯ ÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯ ÐÕɯ

Manchester, hence our name, but for 

almost 20 years we have been firmly 

based in Stockport, and although we 

attract drivers onto our Courses from 

all over Greater Manchester and 

further, we very much want to 

include a much more localised 

ÊÈÛÊÏÔÌÕÛɯÈÙÌÈɂȭ 

 2ÈÐËɯ "ÓÓÙȭɯ&ÖËËÈÙËɯÓÈÛÌÙȮɯɁ(ɯÞÐÓÓɯ

certainly discuss the subject with 

other members of the Council, and 

perhaps we can arrange for them to 

have a similar session, before 

cascading the message to their 

ÊÖÕÚÛÐÛÜÌÕÛÚȭɂ 

 

See page 8 for photo.  

  
Bikers Fired Up 

 Police ɬ roads and traffic?   Fire 

Brigade ɬ ÍÐÙÌÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÚÊÜÌȳɯɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯ

the general perception, but Essex 

County Fire and Rescue Service have 

added a new dimension to their 

ÚÒÐÓÓÚȭɯɯɯ%ÖÙɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈÝÌɯÓÈÜÕÊÏÌËɯȿ3ÏÌɯ

%ÐÙÌÉÐÒÌɀɯ ÐÕɯ ÊÖÕÑÜÕÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Essex Casualty Reduction Board to 

step into the realms of road safety.   

The FireBike, a BMW K1300S, 

donated by Cannon Motorcycles is 

the latest top-of-the-range model, and 

its purpose is to convey the road 

ÚÈÍÌÛàɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÛÖɯȿÉÐÒÌÙÚȭɯɯ+ÌÈËÐÕÎɯ

Firefighter Lee Hurst based at 

Hadleigh and Firefighter Keith Dunn 

of Basildon have been nominated as 

the riders of the machine, to go out 

and meet fellow -bikers on the roads 

of the county.  

 David Hadjicostas the team 

manager of the initiative who is also 

the road traffic collision reduction 

manager for the County Fire and 

1ÌÚÊÜÌɯ 2ÌÙÝÐÊÌɯ ÚÈàÚȮɯ Ɂ6Ìɯ ÈÚɯ ÈÕɯ

emergency service are very popular ɬ 

people believe we are trustworthy 

and honest, and we wanted to build 

on that reputation and engage with 

bikers in a way that the police might 

not be able to do.   We can point out 

to them that there are risks in our 

working lives, but we deal with them 

safely because of our equipment and 

training.   We want motorcyclists to 

ËÖɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÛÏÐÕÎȭɂɯ 

 $ÚÚÌßɯ/ÖÓÐÊÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÈ××ÌÈÙɯÛÖɯÏÈÝÌɯ

a problem with this either, for Sgt. 

Mick Green who is the Police 

Bikesafe co-ÖÙËÐÕÈÛÖÙɯ ÚÈàÚȮɯ Ɂ6Ìɯ

welcome the FireBike as it highlights 

the importance of partnership 

working between agencies.   We are 

all working towards the same aim - 

ÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÔÈÒÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÙÖÈËÚɯÚÈÍÌÙȭɂ 

 
Sign on ï thanks to the Group 

 One of our members noted that 

three speed-limit signs on Offerton 

Road in Hazel Grove had been 

missing for several weeks.  When this 

was brought to the attention of the 

Committee an email was sent to 

Stockport 

Council, 

together with 

photographs, 

and the signs, 

initially 

temporary 

ones, were 

restored. 

 All very 

good you may think, but surely many 

others, driving past the location must 

have noticed the situation ɬ so why 

ËÐËÕɀÛɯÛÏÌàɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛɯÐÛȳɯɯɯ"ÖÜÓËɯÐÛɯÉÌɯ

that common fault we find in new 

Associates ɬ a lack of peripheral 

vision? 

 
Ride óem Cowboy! 

 As mentioned above, we have an 

ex-traffic police officer with us as an 

Associate on the May Course.   

Whilst this is uncommon, and whilst 

it is gratifying to think that the 

Scheme can attract someone with 

such previous training, it hardly 

needs more than these few words.  

 However, something that might 

cause a few raised eyebrows and 

ÎÈÚ×ÚɯȹËÖɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÚÛÐÓÓɯȿÎÈÚ×ɀɯÖÜÛÚÐËÌɯ

novels?), is this information; another 

of our new Associates is a former 

cowboy ɬ and in the true sense of the 

word!   Having spent 4 years on the 

prairies of Canada working on a 

65,000 acre ranch, he returned to 

England for a more conventional job.   

Which is a relief, as there is no need 

to install swing doors to the bar room 

at Woodley    Yee-hah! 

 

 Keep Space! 
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This, that and tôother 

Now you see it, now you 
ŘƻƴΩǘΦ The 30mph sign 
has been restored. 
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Bits ónô Bobs 
By Alan Yates 
 

 A couple of recent turn outs in my 

walking group, Glossop Happy 

Ramblers, has caused a bit of a 

kerfuffle. When 40+ folks turn up at 

the start for the days walk it poses a bit 

of a problem for the leader to say the 

least. 

 Organizing a diverse bunch of folks 

such as this, all with different walking 

abilities, some are greyhounds, some 

are strollers. It therefore becomes a 

challenge as to how the pace of the 

walk is set. Too slow and people are 

treading on each others heels. Too fast 

and the group is soon spread out over 

quarter of a mile. There is also a need 

for a member of the group to be a 

ɁÉÈÊÒ-ÔÈÙÒÌÙɂɯÈÕËɯÐËÌÈÓÓàɯÒÕÖÞɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ

the walk is going to and paths taken. 

Keeping a check on the group for any 

problems is difficult if the leader is 

always at the front. Regular gatherings 

are therefore a must to allow the slower 

members chance to catch up and regain 

some breath, especially after a climb 

uphill.  

 The biggest problem is when we 

come onto roads of any description. Be 

it main roads, side roads or indeed 

country lanes and farm tracks. The 

chance of conflict is always uppermost 

in the mind of the leaders. If there is a 

foot path then the Highway code is 

adhered to, either side of the road will 

do, taking care if it is necessary to 

cross. We use look outs and advise the 

members when safe to cross. 

 If no pavement then we come into a 

problematic area. Pedestrians are 

ÈËÝÐÚÌËɯÈÚɯ×ÌÙɯ'"ɯɁÛÖɯÒÌÌ×ɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÙÐÎÏÛ

-hand side of the road so that you can 

see oncoming traffic, take extra care, 

and, be prepared to walk in single file, 

especially on narrow roads or in poor 

ÓÐÎÏÛɁȭɯ3ÏÌɯÊÖËÌɯÈÓÚÖɯÈËÝÐÚÌÚɯɁÐÛɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯ

safer to cross the road well before a 

sharp right -hand bend so that 

oncoming traffic has a better chance of 

ÚÌÌÐÕÎɯàÖÜȭɯ"ÙÖÚÚɯÉÈÊÒɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÉÌÕËɂȭɯ

All very well with one or two folks but 

a nightmare for a large group, with 

some not listening to instructions and 

some not wishing to be treated like a 

school party. 

 The Highway Code does give some 

guidance for groups under Rules for 

Pedestrians, (general guidance) Rule 5 

.ÙÎÈÕÐáÌËɯ6ÈÓÒÚȭɯ(ÛɯÚÈàÚɯÛÏÈÛɯɁɯÓÈÙÎÌɯ

groups of people walking together 

should use a pavement if available, if 

not, they should keep to the LEFT. 

Lookouts should be positioned at the 

front and back of the group and should 

wear florescence clothes in daylight 

ÈÕËɯÙÌÍÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÊÓÖÛÏÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯËÈÙÒɂȭɯ(Ûɯ

goes on to cover walking at night, 

which as a group we do not do. As a 

leader of such a large group I have 

found it goes against the grain for most 

×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÛÖɯÞÈÓÒɯɁɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÍÓÖÞɯɁɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

traffic. It is against all we learnt as 

children and young adults. Our leaders 

and back-markers when walking on the 

left, always have a separation gap 

between them and the main body of 

the group and carry yellow florescence 

jackets to advise following motorists 

that something unusual is up ahead. It 

does cause problems sometimes when 

the road / lane is narrow, especially if 

there are passing motorists, it may be 

necessary for the group to step into 

hedges to allow the build up of vehicles 

to pass safely. You can see the look of 

surprise on some motorists faces when 

they are confronted with such large 

group on their side of the road. I'll bet 

some are muttering that we are on the 

wrong side. 

 The biggest danger for us a walkers 

are when there are bends and high 

edges, impatience from following 

motorists, and very narrow tree lined 

lanes. It is an exception if our group 

does have to walk on this type of road, 

but sometimes a problem we cannot 

avoid. I know I comment to the 

converted but just remember the next 

time on that lovely quiet country lane it 

just might conceal a large group of 

walkers on your bit of road just around 

that corner. 

Visit to Highways Agency North West Area Control Centre.  Control room operator Jim Stott shows Kris Newton (seated) how to 
change the message on a Motorway matrix sign.   The view on the left shows only a fraction of the displays available in the main control 
room.  See story on Page 6. Pictures by John Holland 
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By John Holland 
 

 The last Sunday of the January 

Course was particularly busy for the 

Observer team.  After the fond (or do I 

mean sad?) farewells, some of us went 

on to Manchester International Airport. 

 We were met at the security gate on 

the Cargo side of the airport, and 

escorted in convoy, to the Airport Fire 

Station. 

 We were greeted by Fire Fighter Neil 

Preston who gave us a presentation on 

the background to the operational side of 

the service ɬ but not before he did a quick 

flip through the slides on screen, telling 

us that it was not unknown to have the 

slides tampered with!   I did notice that 

ÛÏÌɯ ÖÕÌɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÚÈÐËɯ ȿ/ÙÌÚÌÕÛÌËɯ Éàɯ %ÐÙÌɯ

%ÐÎÏÛÌÙɯ -ÌÐÓɯ /ÙÌÚÛÖÕɀɯ ÏÈËɯ ÏÈËȮɯ ÐÕɯ

ÉÙÈÊÒÌÛÚȮɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÖÙËÚɯ ɀ$ß×ÌÙÛɯ #ÙÐÝÌÙɀɯ

ÈËËÌËȵɯɯɯ-ÖȮɯÐÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÎÌÛɯÞÖÙÚÌɯÖÙɯÍÜÕÕÐÌÙɯ

ÛÏÈÕɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÛÖɯ-ÌÐÓɀÚɯÖÉÝÐÖÜÚɯÙÌÓÐÌÍȭ 

 Our group, limited to 15 was divided 

into two parties, Neil taking charge of 

one and the others going with his 

colleague, Damian. 

 Our party were taken into the smoke 

chamber first, and immediately learned 

that their job is not just about squirting 

water on a bonfire.   The chamber which 

has no windows has a corridor with 

about 9 compartments off it, each 

representing a room, all of varying 

shapes and sizes.  When in use, the whole 

building is filled with smoke and the 

firefighters have to use breathing 

apparatus, in itself something of a 

h i n d r a n c e ,  a n d  q u i t e 

claustrophobic.    Remember, there 

is no light.   Dummies representing 

bodies are placed in various places 

and the training is aimed at 

locating and recovering these.   In 

addition, one of the rooms is 

divided into two levels of cages 

which have to be searched out too. 

 Out again in the now much -

appreciated glorious afternoon 

sunshine, we watched planes 

arriving and departing whilst the 

other group were looking at the 

appliances (fire engines).   I wonder 

if our group, standing so obviously 

in front of the line up of fire engines 

brought any comfort to those landing so 

close! 

 Then it was our opportunity to climb 

on and all over the various appliances 

and to have all the lockers opened up for 

us by Neil, to show the array of 

equipment carried.   For some there was 

the opportunity to sit behind the centre -

placed steering wheel and get a feel of the 

huge size of these vehicles.   It was at this 

point that Becky McCabe said to me, 

Ɂ8ÖÜɯÒÕÖÞȮɯ(ɀËɯÓÖÝÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÍÐÙÌÍÐÎÏÛÌÙȵɂɯɯ

Whereupon Neil, overhearing this gave 

her an immediate invitation to apply.  

 The duties here cover the whole MIA 

complex including all the terminal 

buildings and including the several 

hotels.   Whilst the station is kept 

continually busy, the last fatal major 

incident was in 1985when a British 

Airways Airtours Boeing 737 flight to 

Corfu caught fire whilst taking off, 

resulting in 55 deaths out of a total of 137 

on board.    

The response time to reach any part of 

the huge airport is a mere 3 minutes, 

quite some target to achieve.   With the 

addition of runway 2 an additional fire 

station was added on the north side to 

enable this response time to be met.   

Each of the shifts has a team of 20 ɬ 13 at 

the main (or south side) which is the one 

we were visiting, and 7 at the station 

across the two runways.
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All Fired Up! 

Becky McCabe at the wheel.  Picture by Mike Beavan.  

"Where's the front?"  Mike Beavan gets a 
driver's eye view.   Picture by Scott Cowap  

Our party, dwarfed by one of the appliances .   Picture by John Holland 



 

MAINBEAM M a y  2 0 0 9  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
a
n

c
h
e

s
te

r 
G

ro
u
p
 R

o
A

D
A

R
 

6 

By John Holland 

 
Ɂ1ÐÎÏÛȮɂɯ ÚÈÐËɯ )ÐÔɯ 2ÛÖÛÛȮɯ ɁÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯ Èɯ

problem between Junctions 24 and 25, 

westbound on the M60, so close a 

ÓÈÕÌɂȭɯ ɯ ɯKris, sitting in front of the 

monitor showing the scene clicked the 

mouse, jabbed a couple of keys and the 

warning signs lit up along that 

Bredbury stretch of motorway.  Very 

quickly though the incident escalated 

ÐÕÛÖɯÈɯÍÈÛÈÓɯÈÕËɯ)ÐÔɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ6ÌɯÕÖÞɯÏÈÝÌɯ

to shut that stretch of motorway, so 

ÞÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÖɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÐÛȳɂ 

 Fortunately for Kris and the drivers 

on the M60 there was nothing he could 

do about it, for he was having a 

training session along with other 

members of the Group when we visited 

the Regional Control Centre of the 

Highways Agency at Newton -le-

Willows.  

 This state-of-the-art building with 

its heavy security and lying just yards 

off the M6 near the busy intersection 

with the East Lancashire Road has been 

fully operational for about 3 years.   

The man in charge, David Cronin, 

greeted our party of 9 and gave us facts 

and figures about the work of the HA, 

at this, the North West Area Control 

Centre.   Responsible for the largest 

network covered by an RCC with 14 

motorways and several all -purpose 

trunk roads, the centre controls 2,575 

signals and over 200 CCTV cameras.  

3ÏÌÐÙɯ ȿ×ÈÛÊÏɀɯ ÌßÛÌÕËÚɯ ÕÖÙÛÏɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Scottish border, south to the West 

Midlands, west to the coast and east to 

Yorkshire.  Over a third of all 

$ÕÎÓÈÕËɀÚɯ ÔÖÛÖÙÞÈàɯ ÛÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎàɯ ÐÚɯ

located within the North West region.   

With congestion on the roads costing 

the UK £3bn a year, with 65% due to 

sheer volume of traffic this relatively 

ÕÌÞɯÉÖËàɀÚɯ×ÙÐÔÌɯÈÐÔɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÒÌÌ×ɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯ

flowing.  Collisions account for another 

25% of congestion, and road works for 

10%, and with traffic levels predicted to 

increase by 29% between 2004 and 2010 

it requires a highly skilled work force 

to deal with it.  

 Highways Agency officers still 

cause confusion to drivers, as they 

patrol the regions network in 4x4s of 

various makes.   Whilst they have 

power to stop and direct traffic and 

pedestrians they do NOT have any 

enforcement powers as the Agency and 

ACPO believe that this role is better 

placed with the police, and their 

primary function is seen as one of 

assistance.   They vehicles they use are 

deliberately distinctive ɬ very 

necessary at an incident where they are 

required to be stationary for example, 

but they also need to look authoritative 

too.  Those vehicles are real workhorses 

too; on each of three shifts in a 24-hour 

day they can be expected to do 300 

miles, which means that every 8 weeks 

they go for a 10,000 mile service! 

 There is still a suspicion amongst 

some police officers that the Agency is 

gradually taking over their motorway 

duties, but we were assured by Dave 

Cronin that this was not the case.   

Crews are made up from all walks of 

life, including retired police officers.   

We were later to be conducted around 

the premises by Jim Stott, whose 

background was as a supervisor 

working for Leyland Motors at 

Chorley.   More about him later.  

 Dave then showed us a real-time 

clip of an incident on the M62.   

Weather conditions appeared to be fine 

and traffic, although not light, was 

moving along steadily.   Suddenly (a 

ÞÖÙËɯÛÏÈÛɯÈ××ÌÈÙÚɯÐÕɯÔÈÕàɯȿÈÊÊÐËÌÕÛɀɯ

reports!) a lorry in Lane one veered to 

its right, across Lanes 2 and three and 

crashed into the central reservation 

barrier.    No real damage done here, so 

far.   But then it careered along the 

barrier, crashing into a lamp standard 

and finally coming to rest against a 

gantry support.   Very quickly the 

motorway came to a standstill, and 

eventually 9 police vehicles were on the 

scene.   That was all contained to one 

side of the carriageway, but vehicles 

travelling in the opposite direction 

were slowing right down to look at the 

scene, some stopping on the hard 

shoulder for a better view.   One lady, 

driving in lane 2 stopped her vehicle 

totally, presumably to allow a police 

officer to cross the carriageway, but 

then she appeared to freeze and was 

stationary for so long that a traffic 

queue built up behind and around her.  

 Now Jim Stott took over and took us 

down to a room adjacent to the control 

room.  This smaller room, when 

operational, is the Silver Command 

desk which would assemble police, HA 

and others to manage a major incident.   

Tonight though, it was being used in its 

other role, as a training room, and so it 

ÞÈÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËɯÛÖɯȿÎÖɯÓÐÝÌɀɯ

on the motorway network in our area 

and move the cameras around, 

zooming in on the running traffic.    

Whilst we all found this great fun, the 

ÙÌÈÓɯÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÖÝÌÙÓÖÖÒÌËȭɯɯɯ(Ûɯ

takes a lot of training, first to be able to 

manoeuvre the right camera at the 

right location, and then plan the 

sequence of events leading up to 

securing a motorway in the event of an 

incident.   Jim was a most patient 

teacher and answered all questions 

very patiently, but then it was quite 

obvious that he is a man who loves his 

job. 

 The published aims of the Agency 

are Safer Roads, Reliable Journeys and 

Informed Travellers.   The Agency also 

clears up the debris and oversees all 

repairs after an incident.   Perhaps 

surprisingly, and maybe something 

that will assuage the unease of some 

police officers, Agency drivers are not 

allowed to exceed the speed limit, and 

face suspension if they do.  
 

Controlling Interest Down at the HA 
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April Bike Ride-Out 
By Dave Timmins 

 
 ×ÙÐÓɀÚɯ ÙÐËÌɯ ÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ /Ö×ÓÈÙɯ

Services on the M6 motorway, one of 

three starting places for motorcycle 

section ride-outs. 

 The day was dry and by the number 

of enquiries I received it looked as 

though it was going to be a good turn 

out. Twelve riders in total turned up, 

which is excellent considering some of 

ÛÏÌɯÌß×ÌÙÐÌÕÊÌËɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛȭɯ%ÖÙɯ

some of the riders it was their first 

Sunday ride-out so it was important to 

make them feel comfortable. 

 Those of you who frequent the Big 

M establishments are fully aware that 

on the side of each hot drink is a little 

tear off token; if you collect 6 and stick 

them to a card you receive a free coffee.  

Enough said - I was on each cup like a 

venomous cobra. The stash is building 

up nicely.  The intention being, when 

we collect enough tokens, to offer any 

new member a welcoming drink; nice 

thought, eh? 

 It was decided that Alan would ride 

shot gun at the rear, eating dust, as we 

ÚÈàȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯ×ÖÚÐÛÐÖÕɯÍÈÝÖÜÙÌËɯÉàɯÔàÚÌÓÍȮɯ

but on this occasion I would be leading 

at the front. 

 The plan was to ride up to the lofty 

heights of the Ponderosa on the 

Horseshoe Pass in Llangollen, a café 

much frequented by bikes and holiday 

ÔÈÒÌÙÚɯÈÓÐÒÌȭɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯàÌÛɯÏÈËɯ

ÛÏÌɯ ×ÓÌÈÚÜÙÌɯ ÖÍɯ )ÖÏÕɯ ÈÕËɯ 2ÐÔÖÕɀÚɯ

(father and son) hospitality then I 

would strongly recommend a trip up 

there for a great bacon sandwich and a 

view to die for.  

 All fuelled up and ready to go we 

snaked off on our way to Knutsford.  I 

wonder if Simon might be up yet - we 

could call in and say hi but perhaps 

ÛÏÈÛɀÚɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÚÜÊÏɯ Èɯ ÎÖÖËɯ ÐËÌÈȭɯ 'ÈÝÐÕÎɯ

twelve bikes parked up outside your 

home would do nothing to endear you 

to neighbours and may even result in a 

rates reduction.  Turning it through my 

mind it seemed not such a bright idea, 

so through Knutsford we passed 

without so much as a sniff of bacon 

butty or slurp of tea and on into the 

lanes of Cheshire. 

 We have a half way comfort stop to 

facilitate any weak bladders and give 

Graham time for a quick fag or three.  

No sooner had I put my foot down and 

his fags were out as if by magic. I think 

he had bought it for Christmas, a 

contraption that fits up the sleeve of his 

jacket similar to that thing mavericks 

used for a quick gun draw.  Graham 

was soon lost in a cloud of smoke. 

 6ÌɀËɯ ÓÖÚÛɯ ÈÕɯ ÏÖÜÙɯ ÚÖÔÌÞÏÌÙÌɯ

(probably chatting).  Anyway it was a 

social run and part of being social is to 

chat and chat we can.  In view of the 

time lost I decided not to keep to the 

planned route but go instead by the 

main roads which would make for a 

shorter journey. 

 We undulated up to the Ponderosa 

café on the switch back road.  On this 

particular day the café was playing 

host to the local TVR car club and a fine 

sight they made, all lined up.  Some 

looked as if they had come straight out 

of their boxes; proud owners standing 

around exchanging tips on the best 

way to drive their beauties.  

 It was a lovely day, 200 or more 

bikers had dragged themselves out of 

their pits and made their way up the 

mountain to join in the merriment.  We 

found a quiet corner of the café and 

talked and munched, munched and 

talked, when suddenly it dawned on us 

we were two riders short - whoops. 

 Whitchurch is less then an hour 

away; apparently they had missed a 

marker (someone who waits at each 

turn till they can see the following 

rider, then continues on their journey).  

Anyway we thought they would catch 

us up.  Well we waited and we waited, 

with no sign of them and eventually it 

was suggested that we should give 

them a call.  We tried to contact them 

but got no reply so we decided to carry 

on with the rest of the ride; however 

we did have a twinge of guilt as we left 

the car park.  

 With all the waiting we were 

running out of time and decided to 

forgo the twisty bits through the forest 

at Brenig.  Now if ever there was a 

perfect road for bikes then this must 

surely be in the top ten.  But on this 

occasion it would have to wait till 

another day. 

 Because riders come from such a 

wide area, arrangements are made that 

they peel off as they reach the nearest 

point to their homes. So with cheery 

waves the numbers decreased till we 

arrived back where we started with 

four remaining riders. The drinks are 

on me and we sat and chatted some 

more till it was time to go home.  

 It was an hour after I arrived home 

when the phone rang.  It was 

Bunnykins (name changed to protect 

the innocent).  Apparently they had 

made it to the Ponderosa, had come in 

and looked around, but could see no 

sign of us. They then made their way 

home, but at the time they had looked 

ÐÕɯ ÞÌɯ ÞÌÙÌɯ ÚÐÛÛÐÕÎɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌȮɯ àÖÜɀÝÌɯ

guessed it, the quiet corner. Obviously 

a case of poor observation! The guys 

had been quite happy looking at a 

classic truck show over at Whitchurch.  

3ÏÌàɯÏÈËɯÏÈËɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯËÈàɯÈÕËɯÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯ

too put out at getting left behind.  

  ÙÌÕɀÛɯÉÐÒÌÙÚɯÎÙÌÈÛ? 

 

 

The Bike Section meet up for ride-outs 
on the last Sunday of the month.  See 
Group web site for details of where 
they meet or phone Dave Timmins on 
01270 610332. 
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By Lee Grogan 

 

 I awake to a beautifully clear 

Monday morning.  Immediately I feel 

somewhat apprehensive as a rush of 

adrenaline pumps through my body.   

My mind races as I try to remember 

what checks I need to carry out on my 

car before I leave.  Clean the 

windscreens - do I have enough fuel? 

Does the washer fluid need topped up? 

Does the horn work?  Is the car clean 

ÌÕÖÜÎÏȳɯ ÓÓɯÊÏÌÊÒÚɯËÖÕÌɯÈÕËɯÐÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯ

to leave for Chester. 

 This is the day Manchester Group 

has been training me for these past four 

months ɬ ÐÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯ ËÈàɯ ÖÍɯÔàɯ 1Ö2/ ɯ

Advanced Driving Test.  Once again 

my mind is off like a train as I try to go 

over the errors made the previous day, 

which was my final training Sunday 

with the Group.  They all come 

flooding back too clearly and I begin to 

worry if I would repeat the same 

mistakes during the test. 

 I arrive at my agreed meeting point 

one hour early so that I have time to 

relax my mind and try to conquer my 

nerves.  It also gives me some time to 

have one last read through the 

literature provided by Manchester 

Group, from the points to cover on the 

cockpit drill to the bible (Roadcraft) 

and the essential Highway Code and 

Know Your Traffic Signs.  

 I  m eet  m y exam iner  and 

immediately one fear is alleviated as he 

puts me at ease with a great handshake 

ÈÕËɯÈɯÙÌÓÈßÐÕÎɯÚÔÐÓÌȭɯɁ3ÖËÈàɯÐÚɯàÖÜÙɯ

ËÈàɯ+ÌÌɯÈÕËɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯÐÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯ

ÖÕÌɂȮɯÏÌɯÛÌÓÓÚɯÔÌȭɯ 

 I start with the exterior checks, 

which help ease my nerves as I walk 

round the car.  The training I received 

from the Group starts to filter through 

to the front of my mind and before I 

ÒÕÖÞɯÐÛȮɯ(ɀÔɯÚÌÌÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌßÈÔÐÕÌÙɯÐÕÛÖɯ

the car, making sure his door is secure 

ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÙÖÜÕËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯËÙÐÝÌÙɀÚɯÚÐËÌȭɯɯ

Once inside, I start the cockpit check 

and after some initial hesitation it again 

all starts to flow.  My nerves have 

subsided a little by now and after some 

preliminaries, my examiner tells me  

ÛÏÈÛɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÙÌÈËàɯÛÖɯÔÖÝÌɯÖÍÍȭ 

 We head out of the car park and in a 

short distance I see my first major 

hazard, the M53/A41 roundabout, 

about 100 yards away.  I remember to 

brake early on the approach to this 

hazard as I missed my first opportunity 

for the moving brake check as we left 

our meeting point.  

 The test takes me through every 

type of road you could wish to travel: 

sweeping rural roads, congested city 

roads, fast dual carriageways and 

motorways.   

 The examiner checks for a safe, 

consistent, confident drive coupled 

with the correct use of the System.  

Driving flaws (hopefully minor!) I 

know will be present, but I also know 

that no driver can be perfect, which of 

course is the whole point of the training 

and for using the System. 

 Finally after just over an hour I find 

ÔàÚÌÓÍɯÉÈÊÒɯÈÛɯÖÜÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯ×ÖÐÕÛȭɯɁ(ɀÔɯ

going to ask you a few questions from 

ÛÏÌɯ'ÐÎÏÞÈàɯ"ÖËÌɯÈÕËɯ1ÖÈËÊÙÈÍÛɂȮɯÔàɯ

ÌßÈÔÐÕÌÙɯ ÚÈàÚȭɯ ɯ ȿ3ÏÐÚɯ ÐÚɯ ÐÛɯ +ÌÌɀɯ (ɯ

ÛÏÖÜÎÏÛȮɯȿàÖÜɀÙÌɯÕÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

ÛÌÚÛȮɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌɯËÖÕɀÛɯÔÌÚÚɯÐÛɯÜ×ȵɀɯ(ɯÈÕÚÞÌÙɯ

the questions, then my examiner 

confirms my answers are correct . . . 

Phewww the first hurdle is conquered.  

 3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÉÈÊÒɯÈÕËɯÊÏÈÕÎÐÕÎɯ

anything now, so I sit and wait for his 

final verdict, which seems to take ages.  

Eventually it leaves my examiners lips: 

Ɂ(ɀÔɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌËɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯàÖÜɀÝÌɯ×ÈÚÚÌËɯÈÕËɯ

it gives me pleasure to tell you that 

àÖÜɀÝÌɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÌËɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÓËɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËɂȭɯɯ 

 (ɯÍÌÌÓɯÖÕɯÛÖ×ɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙÓËɯÈÕËɯÊÈÕɀÛɯ

wait to tell everyone I know - family, 

friends, and of course the people who 

made it happen.  Manchester Group 

observers one and all, Thank You.  
  

Test Impressions 

Stockport Council Group Visit 
 The Group were pleased to welcome 

members  of Stockport Council at a recent 

Associate session.   

 Some Group Observers and Associates 

are seen here with council Leader Dave 

Goddard and Councillors John Smith and 

Mike Wilson.  

 See page 3 for full story.  

 

Photo: John Holland 



 

MAINBEAM M a y  2 0 0 9  

By Tony Richardson 

 
HIGHWAY CODE 
1. What causes skidding and how is it corrected ? 

  (Highway Code Rule 119) 

2. When must you NOT overtake ?                

  (Highway Code Rule 165)  

3.  What are the precautions to take when parking on hills ?        

 (Highway Code Rule 252)  

 

ROADCRAFT 
1. What is meant by scanning ?           

 (Page 24/25  Roadcraft) 

2. What are the benefits of keeping your distance from the vehicle in front ? 

  (Page 29 Roadcraft)  

3. What is the correct seating position at all times ? 

 (Page 78 Roadcraft)  

 

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated. 

Rememberɭyou may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit! 

Tonyôs Quiz 
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Letters 
Dear John, 

 This is just a short note to thank you and your wonderful team of volunteers for helping me become a better and 

safer driver.  I am extremely grateful to the Observers who have passed on their extensive knowledge with patience, 

critical appraisal and a good sense of humour! 

 Special thanks to Sheila for her wonderful organisational ability, not to mention the coffee and biscuits!  

 

 With very best wishes, Karen Whitehead. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

May Course Associates 
Welcome to the following May 

course Associates: 

 

Jonson Miller 

Simon Greenwood 

Sue Hancock 

Barry Hazell -Scott 

Michael Holmes  

Sally Scott 

Arnold Kirk  

Andrew Carter -Sweeney 

Adrian Hicks  

Bradley Peacock 

John Smith 

Charlie Guthrie  



MANCHESTER GROUP 

 
RoSPA ADVANCED DRIVERS AND RIDERS 

www.safedriversandriders.org.uk 

Contributions to MAINBEAM are welcome and should be sent to Simon Smart. 

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and do not necessarily express the 

views or  policies of RoSPA, RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders or MANCHESTER GROUP. 
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VICE-CHAIRMAN Mike Beavan  

SECRETARY Debbie McNamara, secretary@safedriversandriders.com 07968 313853 

TREASURER Simon Smart, treasurer@safedriversandriders.com 01565 654267 

OBSERVER TRAINERS  
Cars: Martin Robinson, busrobin@nildram.co.uk 01270 766072 

Motorcycles: Dave Timmins, ride.with.mchr.roadar@gmail.com 01270 610332 
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ASSOCIATE ORGANISERS  

Motorcycles: Dave Timmins, ride.with.mchr.roadar@gmail.com 01270 610332 
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