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Manchester Group is about to start a new chapter in its 

history.  At the November Committee meeting, Group 

President John Holland MBE announced that he and wife 

Marie were to leave the area and head for Harwich in 

$ÚÚÌßȮɯ ÞÏÌÙÌɯ Èɯ ÕÌÞɯ ÏÖÜÚÌɯ ÛÏÌàɀÝÌɯ ÉÖÜÎÏÛɯ ÐÚɯ ÕÌÈÙÐÕÎɯ

completion.  Needless to say there was a stunned silence 

around the table as the news sunk in. 

 

Group Member Mike Beavan  shares some memories. 

                                            

John Holland has checked his mirrors and is soon to take 

up a new position which will take both him and Marie all 

the way to a new parking place in Essex. After being a 

Group Member and a driving force, in the true sense of the 

word, since 1973 (if my memory is correct) they are moving 

home. 

 I first met John in 1969 when we were both Observers 

for the IAM in Manchester. The League of Safe Drivers 

(LSD) Manchester Group was alive and just about kicking 

when I joined in 1965, driving an Austin Somerset. I used 

ÛÖɯ×ÜÓÓɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÓÌÎɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÐÔÌɯÏÌɯÛÖÖÒɯÈɯȿ×ÙÖ×ÌÙɯ

ÛÌÚÛɀɯ ÈÕËɯ ÐÛɯ ÞÈÚɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÜÕÛÐÓɯ ÏÌɯ ÏÈËɯ ÛÌÙÔÐÕÈÛÌËɯ ÏÐÚɯ ( ,ɯ

membership, in I think 1973, that he became an LSD 

member. 

 With his experience of running the IAM in Manchester 

and their Associate Training Scheme, John soon showed his 

strengths as an organiser and it is largely due to those 

endeavours that the LSD ɬ later to become RoSPA, then 

RoADAR ɬ Associate Scheme began to take a proper shape.  

The Associate Scheme began in 1974 in Urmston and has 

had various homes and we now meet at Woodley in 

Stockport. 

 John has held all committee roles except that of 

Treasurer plus additional roles at national level. His 

journalistic skills were put to good use when he launched 

MAINBEAM in 1973, and he is still a regular contributor. 

)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÌÕÛÏÜÚÐÈÚÔɯÈÕËɯÌÕÌÙÎàɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÍÌÓÛɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÚÊÖÙÌÚɯÐÍɯ

not hundreds of budding advanced drivers who have been 

subjected to both his honest and kindly critique of their 

driving on Sunday mornings and to his Theory Evening 

talks. 

 )ÖÏÕɯ ÐÚɯ ÈÓÞÈàÚɯ ÊÏÌÌÙÍÜÓɯ ÈÕËɯ (ɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÛÏÐÕÒɯ ÞÌɯ ÏÈÝÌɯ

exchanged a cross word in all these years even though we 

did cross swords ɬ not hands ɬ in a friendly debate in the 

letters pages of MAINBEAM a couple of years ago about 

ÔàɯÌÕÛÏÜÚÐÈÚÔɯÍÖÙɯÚ×ÌÌËɯȹÈÓÓɯÙÐÎÏÛɯ+ÌÌȮɯȿÚÈÍÌÛàɀȺɯÊÈÔÌÙÈɯ

detectors. 

 John will be hard to replace, not only because he will be 

missed, but also because we are having trouble counting 

up all the jobs he currently does for the Group! I am sure 

the best wishes of all Group members will go with you and 

,ÈÙÐÌȰɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÈÔɯÌØÜÈÓÓàɯÚÜÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯ×ÌÕɯÞÐÓÓɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÉÌɯ

put to paper to be read in MAINBEAM for a long time to 

ÊÖÔÌȭɯ Úɯ)ÖÏÕɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚÈàȮɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯȿÒÌÌ×ɯÚ×ÈÊÌɀȭ 

  

Mike Beavan  

Manchester Group wish all our 
Members a very happy Christmas 

and a prosperous New Year 

Pastures New  
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By Lee Davies  

 

Merry Christmas!  (ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÏÈÙËɯ

to believe another year has passed 

since I last wished you a Merry 

Christmas but also that we now 

approach the year 2010 road safety 

targets set 10 years ago in which 

RoSPA and RoADAR has played a big 

part in reaching . We can celebrate that 

our roads are the safest they have ever 

been but must remember that there are 

still 7 road deaths every day in the UK 

ɬ that of course is 7 too many. 

 We therefore look forward to new 

10 year targets to be set by the 

Department for Transport in the new 

year to take us to the year 2020 which 

will be our ɀƖƔȯƖƔɯ5ÐÚÐÖÕɀ. 

 I wish you and your family a very 

Merry Christmas and best wishes for 

your  New Year vision!  

 

Collisions Involving Older Drivers: 
An In -depth Study  

A new Department for Transport 

(DfT) report examines over 2,000 

reported crashes involving drivers 

aged over 60, for the years 1994ɬ2005 

inclusive . The main findings were:  

 Drivers aged under 70 years 

appeared to be no more likely to have 

caused any given crash than to have 

ÉÌÌÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÝÐÊÛÐÔɯ ÖÍɯ ÈÕÖÛÏÌÙɯ ËÙÐÝÌÙɀÚɯ

carelessness. 

 However, blameworthiness 

increased with driver age; drivers aged 

85 years or more appeared to be over 

four times as likely to have caused a 

crash than they were to have been 

innocently involved.  

 The most frequent class of crash 

caused by drivers aged over 60 years 

was right of way crashes; 

approximately 45% of the crashes 

where the older driver was to blame 

involved violation of another drivers 

right of way. The most frequent failures 

observed involved visual search errors 

when turning right onto a more major 

road.  

 (ÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÐÕÎÓàɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯȿÙÐÎÏÛɯÖÍɯÞÈàɀɯ

is used in the report by the DfT and yet 

we all know that on page 34 of the 

Highway Code we are ÛÖÓËɯȿ3ÏÌɯ1ÜÓÌÚɯÐÕɯ

the Highway Code do not give you the right 

ÖÍɯÞÈàɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÊÐÙÊÜÔÚÛÈÕÊÌɀ. I think what 

they really meant was violation of 

another drivers priority!  

 Older drivers also succumbed to 

illness and fatigue in a significant 

minority of cases. Cognitive failures 

also led them to be involved in a 

ÔÐÕÖÙÐÛàɯ ÖÍɯ ÊÈÚÌÚɯ ÖÍɯ ȿÜÕÐÕÛÌÕËÌËɯ

ÈÊÊÌÓÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɀȭɯ 

The full report can be read at:  
 http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/
roadsafety/research/rsrr/theme5/
rsrrno109.pdf  

 

Changes to the L -driving Test     

ó(ÕËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɀɯÐÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎȵ  Are 

learners ready for the real driving 

test?  From October next year 

independent  driving will be part of 

the UK L -test.   

  Pupils who take  the new driving 

test will be expected to follow road 

signs on their own!  

 This is a fantastic step towards road 

safety as this is exactly what drivers 

have to do once passed, suddenly they 

have to navigate a route themselves as 

well as all the other stuff, good 

instructors of course will be doing this 

as a matter of course, because the real 

driving test is the first time driving 

solo. Passing the L test itself is just an 

entry point, just a start.  

  1 in 5 in-car road deaths 

involves someone under 24, and you 

are more likely to have a crash in the 

first 6 months of driving than any other 

time.  

  Another thing that is coming our 

way, by spring next year is the 3D 

Hazard Perception Test, using 

ȿÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕÈÓɯ ÑÜËÎÔÌÕÛɀȮɯ ÞÌɯ ÊÈÕɯ ÓÖÖÒɯ

forward to that too!  

A day from a BMW driverôs diary 

"The other day I was cruising along as 

usual coming onto one of my motorways, 

which was very busy with inferior cars.  

 First off, I couldn't believe that the 

ÝÖÓÜÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÚÓÖÞɯËÖÞÕɯÍÖÙɯÔÌɯ

at all as I came off the slip road! I had to 

squeeze into a barely big enough gap 

between two cars in order to get onto my 

motorway!  

 The driver of the car behind me did 

realise his mistake though and honked an 

apology to me with a long blast of his horn. 

Unbelievably, I had to do the same again 

before I could get to the BMW lane. 

 Anyway, once I was in the BMW lane 

and posing along at 110 mph enjoying the 

adulation that the inferior car drivers were 

giving me, I noticed an inferior car ahead of 

me which was not only in the BMW lane of 

my motorway, but was driving at a 

ridiculous 70 mph!  

 Naturally, I got within a foot or so of 

his rear bumper and flashed my headlights 

to remind him he shouldn't be in the BMW 

lane of my motorway and to get out of my 

way. 

 Of course, once he realised it was a 

BMW behind him, he did just that, but I 

could hardly believe it when he pulled 

straight back out behind me!  

 He also tried to keep up with me and 

when he realised I would out -run him, he 

put on some blue lights in his front grill 

and urged me to get onto the hard shoulder 

so that he could congratulate me on my 

excellent car. 

 Needless to say, I was eager to oblige 

and when we had stopped, the man gave 

me a piece of paper confirming what I 

already knew - that my car goes fast! 

 Apparently he wants everyone to know 

what a superior car I have, so I had to take 

my driving licence to a police station to be 

sent away to have some points put on! 

(They're not free points either - they're £20 

each and I was only allowed 3.) But the 

man at the police station said that because I 

drive a BMW, it won't be much longer 

before I earn the full 12 points, and then I 

won't even need a driving licence, so they 

will take it off me!  

 2ÌÌȮɯÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÖÙÛɯÖÍɯÙÌÚ×ÌÊÛɯàÖÜɯ

get when you own and drive a BMW! "  

From the Chair  

http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/research/rsrr/theme5/rsrrno109.pdf
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/research/rsrr/theme5/rsrrno109.pdf
http://www.dft.gov.uk/pgr/roadsafety/research/rsrr/theme5/rsrrno109.pdf
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By John Holland  

 

A TALE OF TWO COUNTIES  | The 

most startling thing I have read 

recently is in an Essex local paper, 

which in essence clearly states that 

right -turn arrows painted on the 

road at roundabouts will be phased 

out in that county because of safety 

fears. The reason given by Essex 

County council is to stop motorists 

going round the roundabouts the 

wrong way.   This means then, that 

there must be evidence of drivers 

arriving at roundabouts and making 

an immediate right turn, against the 

flow of traffic?   A local Colchester 

resident who is a member of a 

ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛÚɀɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÏÈÚɯÈÚÒÌËɯÍÖÙɯ

justification for changing the policy 

on the basis of what may be a very 

uncommon event, against the much 

higher possibility of people being in 

the wrong lane at the roundabout 

and causing accident or injury.

 Brian Gregory of the Association 

of British Drivers is quoted in the 

Harwich and Manningtree Standard 

ÞÌÌÒÓàɯ×È×ÌÙȮɯɯɯɯɁ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÈÔÈáÌËɯÈÕËɯ

appalled that any local authority 

should find themselves believing this 

is the correct approach. We drive on 

the left in this country, so we go 

round roundabouts clockwise.    If 

there is a problem with people going 

round roundabouts anticlockwise, 

that is a driver education problem. 

Ɂ(ÛɀÚɯ ÛÙÌÈÛÐÕÎɯ ÔÖÛÖÙÐÚÛÚɯ ÓÐÒÌɯ ÐËÐÖÛÚȮɯ

and if they are that bad, they 

ÚÏÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÙÖÈËɯÈÕàÞÈàȭɂɯ

Michael Page, Essex County Council 

Ú×ÖÒÌÚÔÈÕȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ6ÏÌÕɯÊÈÙÙàÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯ

work on roundabouts, it is Essex 

"ÖÜÕÛàɯ"ÖÜÕÊÐÓɀÚɯ×ÖÓÐÊàɯÕÖÛɯÛÖɯ×ÈÐÕÛɯ

right -turn arrows on the offside lane.   

This is in response to concerns about 

drivers being confused by the 

markings, and to prevent them from 

going round the roundabout in the 

ÞÙÖÕÎɯËÐÙÌÊÛÐÖÕɂȭɯɯ'ÜÏȳɯɯ6ÏÈÛÌÝÌÙɯ

ÕÌßÛȳɯɯɯ1ÌÔÖÝÐÕÎɯȿ2ÛÙÈÐÎÏÛɯÖÕɀɯÚÐÎÕÚɯ

on the approach to roundabouts, in 

case drivers decide that the correct 

course is to carve a way through the 

ÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯÐÚÓÈÕËÚɀɯËÈÐÚÌÚȳɯ 

 
YOUNG DRIVERSô RISK-TAKING 
TACKLED BY LANCASHIRE  

 ȿ6ÈÚÛÌËɯ +ÐÝÌÚɀɯ ÐÚɯ ÈÕɯ ÐÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÝÌɯ

created by the Lancashire 

Partnership for Road Safety, and it 

has just won a top international 

award for outstanding contribution 

to the improving driver education in 

the county.  

 This free educational programme 

runs across the county to curb the 

risk-taking behaviour amongst young 

drivers, and its value has been 

recognized by the Prince Michael 

International Road Safety Awards 

scheme, organised by RoadSafe.  

 Wasted Lives challenges attitudes 

and influences behaviour in young 

drivers, and their passengers too, by 

encouraging peer-to-peer learning, 

and its long-term impact has been 

scientifically evaluated, and, 

incredibly, 73% of participants now 

take fewer risks because they 

understand the potential 

consequences. 

 The award was presented at the 

Road Safety Partnerships National 

Conference in Manchester by road 

safety minister Paul Clark.  

 Tony Spalding, a member of the 

judging panel said that it was an 

outstanding example of good 

partnership between the road safety 

professional, the media and the 

community, and one which, he 

thought, should be reflected across 

the country.  

 More information about the free 

one-day course can be had from 

Lancashire Partnership for Road 

Safety on 01772 534531 and at 

www.wastedlives.co.uk .  

 
OBSERVERS ï THE GROUPôS óXô 

FACTOR! |  I have no idea why I 

have this urge to excuse myself for 

ÞÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯ35ɀÚɯȿ3ÏÌɯȿ7ɀɯ%ÈÊÛÖÙɀɯÉÜÛɯ(ɯ

do, so here goes; a member of the 

family told Marie and I how good it 

is, and we watched, and have done as 

a form of compulsion for a few weeks 

now. 

 What strikes me as being 

incongruous is that, no matter at 

what standard the singing is (and I 

ÙÌÈÓÓàɯ ÊÈÕɀÛɯ ÉÌÓÐÌÝÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÖÕ-and-on 

progress of those Irish twins), the 

applause is always very loud, 

sustained and totally inhibited.    This 

led me to wonder why the lad 

ËÌÓÐÝÌÙÐÕÎɯ ×È×ÌÙÚɯ ËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ ÎÌÛɯ

spontaneous applause each morning.   

Or the butcher who so artistically 

ÉÖÕÌÚɯÈɯÑÖÐÕÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÍÌÌÓɯÔÖÝÌËɯÛÖɯËÖɯ

an encore, such is the enthusiastic 

response from his admiring 

customers. 

 I do think though, that our Group 

Observers deserve a round of 

applause from the passing Woodley 

pedestrians, each time they step out 

ÖÍɯ ÈÕɯ  ÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌÚɀɯ ÊÈÙɯ ÖÕɯ Èɯ 2ÜÕËÈàɯ

ÔÖÙÕÐÕÎȭɯɯɯ(ÛɀÓÓɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÏÈ××ÌÕȮɯÉÜÛɯÈÛɯ

the end of the year it seems 

appropriate to me to draw your 

attention to the work of this 

dedicated team throughout the year, 

promoting better driving to the not -

so-local community.   So, no solo 

winners, no song and dance, but as a 

part of the Group they provide that 

ȿ7ɀɯ%ÈÊÛÖÙɯÍÖÙɯÖÜÙɯ&ÙÖÜ×ȮɯÈÕËɯËÌÚÌÙÝÌɯ

our thanks. 
 Keep space! 
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This, that and tôother 

http://www.wastedlives.co.uk
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Bits ónô Bobs 
By Alan Yates  
 

When Simon e-mails the request for 

MAINBEAM articles, I really do not 

know what the subject could be.  Last 

month I wrote about the effect 

passengers could have on the driver, 

which obviously comes from personal 

experiences. It was therefore a bit of a 

surprise to find that a fellow writer was 

using the same theme for part of his 

column. On Saturday November 14 th. 

2009 James May, (he of Top Gear no 

less), wrote in the Telegraph motoring 

ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕɯ ÖÍɯ ÏÐÚɯ ɁÈËÝÌÕÛÜÙÌÚɂɯ ÉÌÐÕÎɯ

ferried around by various drivers. The 

thought crossed my mind that perhaps 

those drivers might recognize 

themselves! Then what? The end of a 

friendship? It sometimes appears to be 

a lesser offence to commit adultery 

than criticize a persons driving ability. 

We can all drive a car can't we? 

 Turning my idea on it's head, the 

thought that as drivers of any skill 

ÓÌÝÌÓȮɯ ÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯ ɁÈËÝÈÕÊÌËɯ ÛÙÈÐÕÌËɂɯ

drivers we are probably the worst 

passenger you can get in your car. As 

said passenger it is I'm sure, the fact 

that you are not in control of the car, 

that is the problem. Was it a late gear 

change? Should the indication have 

been made sooner? Would a horn beep 

have helped? All questions that might 

cross the mind. Is that a bad thing? If 

we question (silently) the drive, then 

we can all learn what is going on in 

other drivers mind, and apply that to 

our own driving.  

 The one scenario that scares me as a 

passenger is on motorways and the 2 

second gap. The car I am in is 

invariably too close to the one in front, 

especially when it is raining. And yet 

I'm just as guilty at times. During 

periods of rush hour traffic the need to 

close the gap is almost a necessity. I 

don't mind another vehicle coming into 

the space, but what it does do is alter 

the dynamics of my drive. At 65/70 

mph the need to alter driving plans is 

considerably altered. Again, this time 

as a driver, I am not in control of the 

external situation. A quick assessment 

of the situation is required to maintain 

that gap. Is it the fact I'm getting older, 

or self ɬ preservation that the thoughts 

are in my mind? Were they always 

there but hidden? John H always ends 

ÏÐÚɯ ÈÙÛÐÊÓÌÚɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ɁÔÖÛÛÖɂɯ *ÌÌ×ɯ

2×ÈÊÌȭɂɯ2ÐÔ×ÓÌȮɯÉÜÛɯÝÌÙàɯÌÍÍÌÊÛÐÝÌɯÞÏÌÕɯ

driving.  

 
WALKING  

 I am not sure how many of the 

Manchester group of RoSPA will be 

affected by the new Marine and Coastal 

Access Bill which in November 

received Royal Assent. The part of the 

Bill most relevant to the walkers 

amongst us is that relating to costal 

access, which should be greatly 

improved by the promise of more 

costal paths.   

 We are not a million miles from our 

nearest coast. The coast from 

Morecambe to Anglesey is only around 

90 minutes driving time away on a 

good day. This part of the coast is 

interspersed with resorts and many of 

us are probably familiar with these. 

Freshfields near to Southport has some 

interesting walks described in leaflets 

that can be obtained from the Visitors 

Centre there. Of course the Cross-bay 

walks at Morecambe Bay and Grange-

over- Sands provide good walks for the 

more adventurous. I can recommend 

these if you can walk for about 7/9 

miles on the flat.  

 Scotland and Wales have already 

enacted legislation to allow walkers 

access to the coastal areas without too 

many restrictions. Our coastline covers 

somewhere near 3,000 miles and noises 

are being made to restrict the areas that 

do not have access at present. The 

CROW act of 2000 had similar 

response, but on the whole none of the 

fears expressed have been realized, 

(hoards of hairy -kneed walkers 

tramping over the moorland and 

disturbing the wildlife etc). It hasn't 

happened. Yes there will always be the 

odd-ball who insists that they will go 

where they want irrespective of 

restrictions. They would go anyway.  

 Are you going to take advantage? I 

haven't, as yet, got plans to do so. 

Would the group like to try a walk 

around Freshfield area, Red Squirrels 

the highlight. Just let the committee 

know.  

 

For details of next Group Walk, see 

Page 9. 

Steve McKay will be talking about the challenges facing LGV drivers. This will be an entertaining and 

informative insight into the life of LGV drivers and their interaction with other road users.  

 The talk will appeal to any road user, powered or not, so come along to an entertaining and informative 

evening.  

 !ÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÈÓÓȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÍÙÌÌȵ 

Social Evening, 9
th

 February 2010  



 

MAINBEAM D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 9  

By Mike Collins  
 

 A trek up to Everest Base Camp 

and the summit of Kala Patthar is a 

distinct shock to the system, 

especially a well over seventy year old 

one!  Kala Patthar (Black Rock in 

Sanskrit), is the eighteen and a 

ÏÈÓÍɯ ÛÏÖÜÚÈÕËɯ ÍÖÖÛɯ ɁÚÔÈÓÓɂɯ

mountain, world famous for its 

view of the rest of the top of the 

world. However, I survived this 

in October this year, although 

reaching home with severely 

dilapidated feet.   After returning 

more or less in one piece to the 

steeply inclined airstrip at Lukla 

where the airborne ride through 

the mountains down to 

Kathmandu outdoes anything at 

Alton Towers, a second, perhaps even 

greater jolt develops. After decantation 

into the huge urban sprawl of 

Kathmandu the overriding feeling was 

that, despite the growing inadequacies 

of British Highways Management, Law 

Enforcement and Justice, it will be good 

to get home in a couple of days! 

 Having seen it several times before I 

suppose that the feeling of surprise was 

surprising, but during the last decades 

some of the city has become the 

ultimate example of urban traffic chaos.  

The district of Thamel, where 

many tourists gather, is in 

particular I think, more chaotic 

and dangerous than many other 

areas of the developing world.   

Selfishness, thoughtlessness and 

ignorance are not unknown in 

British towns and cities, but here 

one can find different problems.  

Despite being a Royal Capital, 

Kathmandu was not much more 

than a small town, the objective 

ÖÍɯ ÛÏÌɯ ɁÍÓÖÞÌÙ-×ÖÞÌÙɂɯ

generation, and not so long ago one 

could hire a creaky old bicycle in the 

city centre, ride out into the mountains 

and meet local people.    It would be a 

brave person who tried this now, in the 

hugely grown city.   Then it was 

d e l i g h t f u l l y  i n f o r m a l  a n d 

unsophisticated, the Royal Family were 

admired and revered and Maoist 

activism was a small dark cloud on the 

horizon.   On my first visit to Nepal, 

whilst returning to the UK after 

working in Burma, I had to walk across 

the tarmac at Patna Airport to change 

aircraft.   Being directed straight to the 

×ÐÓÖÛɀÚɯ ÊÖÊÒ×ÐÛɯ Éàɯ ÛÏÌɯ 'ÖÚÛÌÚÚɯ ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ

little surprising!  The Captain had 

thought that he recognised me, and 

after we had sorted out who was or 

who was not who, he let me stay there 

ɬ it was that sort of airline!   Some days 

later, when everyone that needed to be 

was aboard the aircraft ready to leave, 

the pilot entered the passenger cabin, 

jumped up and down several times, 

announced that the luggage and 

passenger counts did not match, and he 

was definitely, positively NOT going to 

take off until the perverse person 

declared themselves.  However, 

eccentricities of the aircrews apart I 

shall never forget the first sight of the 

white wall of the Himalaya rising 

above the aircraft. It was 

unbelievable and awe-inspiring.  

A place where the Gods live.   I 

have seen this wall from the air 

several times, and once on a flight, 

west to east, along the whole 

range of the Himalaya but the 

initial astonishment that anything 

attached to the ground could be 

so high will always stay with me.   

Another favourite memory of that 

first visit is being tentatively 

ÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯɁ"ÏÐÒÌÌ-ÊÏÐ×ÚɂɯÉàɯÈɯÚÔÈÓÓɯ

boy in one of the few places offering an 

approximation to western food.  

 The mountains have not changed 

but the Airport is busy, busy, busy.  

Food is international and Maoist 

guerrillas are a continuing threat.  And 

ÖÕÌɯÛÈÒÌÚɯÓÐÍÌɯÐÕɯÖÕÌɀÚɯÏÈÕËÚɯÛÖɯÌÝÌÕɯ

walk in the narrow streets where more 

than a million people jostle for space 

and precedence. The propellers 

ȹɁËÙÐÝÌÙÚɂȳɯ -ÖȮɯ ÕÖÛɯ ÙÌÈÓÓàȺɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÈßÐÚȮɯ

bikes, cars, rickshaws, buses, bullock 

carts and four-legged hairy beasties 

known as dubchuks (half yak, half 

cow) regard anything on two legs, 

on footpath or not, as fair game and 

the very bottom of the pecking 

order.  The survival trick is to find 

sanctuary in a large pot-hole, rather 

like the use of a shell hole as drawn 

by Bruce Bairnsfather in his Great 

War cartoons. (I am joking, but not 

much).  The minibus from the 

airport, disorganised by our hotel, 

was too big to navigate the narrow 

streets, so the twelve of us were de-

bussed about a mile away ɬ a Nepali 

mile, which  translates to an awful lot 

of of up and down ɬ mostly up.  Č 
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Perhaps UK Roads Are Not So Bad!  

Mike Collins in front of the 18,500ft Kala Patthar 

Magnificent view from the peak of Kala Patthar 
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ā  Carrying two heavy bags 

and being attacked from all 

sides at once was not funny, 

and my photographs show it 

just as it is- vehicles bonnet to 

bonnet with neither driver 

×ÙÌ×ÈÙÌËɯ ÛÖɯ ÓÖÚÌɯ ɁÍÈÊÌɂȮɯ ÛÞÖɯ

way traffic in streets not even 

capable of carrying a one-way 

stream, and surrounded by 

stalls, overflowing souvenir 

shops and a multitude of 

people on foot trying to spend 

their tourist rupees or just earn a living.  

These are not specially staged 

ÕÖÛÞÐÛÏÚÛÈÕËÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ Ɂ8ÌÛÐɯ  ÐÙÓÐÕÌÚɂɯ

sign!  Visitors from the UK would be 

well advised to revert to their 

childhood Green Cross code, as 

crossing a street, although it may be 

only a few feet wide, but filled to 

overflowing by projectiles aimed in 

both directions, is only marginally less 

stimulating than a 200foot bungee 

jump.  

 It gets even more exciting as night 

falls. 

 Having said all this - some with 

tongue firmly in cheek, - I also have to 

say that Nepal is a wonderful, beautiful 

country, and away from the city the 

people are lovely.  

Perhaps in need of some traffic 

management, tuit ion and 

enforcement in the urban area 

though.  Beside the experience 

and memory of the trek through 

the mountains, to what must be 

the best view in the world, where 

motorised transport does not 

exist and the only method of 

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÍÖÙÞÈÙËɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÙÌÓàɯÖÕɯÖÕÌɀÚɯ

own feet or a stretcher, the 

problems of the city pale into 

insignificance. 

 There are, of course, areas of 

the city, mainly around the Royal 

Palaces, where well constructed and 

policed wide roads exist, and I have 

been able to find evidence of a 

Government hope to improve the road 

casualty statistics.   Pedestrian injuries 

are a leading global cause of death 

(65% of the 1.2million annually - source 

the World Bank 2004), and account for 

a much greater proportion in 

developing countries (Peden et al, 

2004).  Statistics in any developing 

country are unlikely to reflect the 

reality of deaths and injury, since many 

families are afraid or prefer not to 

report to police, or seek medical 

treatment.   The reasons for the 

disproportion are, in my view,  exactly 

as described above.   Pedestrians are 

killed crossing the road in, say, 

Birmingham, but they are in a lot more 

danger in under -developed cities.  A 

study in Nepal in 2006 aimed to 

examine the relationship between 

pedestrian activity and injury among 

adolescents in Kathmandu, but no 

conclusions or remedy are reported.  

A reason for a lack of road safety 

focus may be that the first motorised 

vehicle did not arrive in the 

Kathmandu Valley until 1942 ɬ thus 

a generation grew up with no 

familiarity with cars and no concept 

of safety on the roads.   An 

exponential growth led to the half 

million plus vehicles now registered 

in the urban area.  Perhaps it is 

therefore not surprising that traffic 

growth has outstripped the ability of 

the Government, local or national, to 

deal with it.  However, the Japanese 

Government is apparently prepared to 

put funds into improving road 

junctions in Kathmandu.  A Road 

Safety Paper under the aegis of the 

United Nations Economic and Social 

Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

(ESCAP) in 2007 drew attention to the 

problems, among them poor vehicle 

condition, the lack of infrastructure 

(flyovers etc), inadequate laws and 

enforcement and lack of funds (that 

one rings a bell).   Bad and drunken 

driving are also mentioned, with the 

highest clusters of pedestrian and 

cyclist injury in the narrow city streets.   

If anyone is interested this paper can be 

ÍÖÜÕËɯÐÕɯ&ÖÖÎÓÌɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ1ÖÈËɯ2ÈÍÌÛàɯ

/È×ÌÙȮɯ-Ì×ÈÓɂȭɯɯɯ2ÖȮɯÞÏÐÓÌɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯ

concern and a wish to improve 

matters, what a long, long way 

there is to go.   An involvement in 

possible improvements in driving 

and road safety planning would 

be a wonderful thing for anyone 

with a love of Nepal, and I regret 

that personally this is now water 

under the bridge.  

 However, for those with strong 

nerves and a desire for a 

challenge, there is a golden 

working opportunity here, or 

even the making of a PhD in search of 

solutions.  Â 

Perhaps UK Roads Are Not So Bad!  

A policeman attracts onlookers in Thamel ï note 
Yeti Airlines office! 

Traffic in the narrow streets of Thamel 




