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Group publicity Lee Davies

As most readers will know, the car section runs three courses leaflets.

a year starting in January, May and September which last for From our research most members join by either finding us
eight sessions alternate Sundays. We often[, - on i emetl or through word-of-mouth.
have a waiting list but this year we do have a ab?2 e 2dz T{Fu}((:e%ai < of thé Group and our activities are

¥FSs _é. LJI O_éé fS¥a T2 Nfriend’ relative or 5)912Nﬁ§$ é§()5‘3‘;\2u@'§ X2 AT
know a friend, relative or work colleague who k coll hile ol —
has shown an interest in advanced driving? | WOIK COli€ague awhile please visit:

Could you display some of our leaflets at\\who would like to |Www.safedriversandriders.org.uk .
work? Could you distribute some of our , 2dzQf Ffaz2z FTAYR {2
leaflets to your local surgery, dentist or know about Facebook pages as well as to the RoSPA blog!

library? If you can help in anyway please drop || R @ | y OS R |h RINK DAY Jilntor youjat tok 2
Y

m;:-gnemail: fedri drid O VE LOff ASVE. B your friends to search for ¥ Rl y OSR
(chairman@safedriversandriders.org.uk) I 'y aa _ éfﬂ?é?{"? ﬁ gée Qf t azz2y FTAYR

Observer trainingt Lee Davies

Congratulations to lan Carroll who has recently completedhis L QY LJ SIFaSR (2 ¢St 02 Y Dead N.
Observer Training for the car section. Well done for all your who has recently started his Observer Training which we

hard work lan and thank you to all the Observers Who 1,qne will be completed ready for the new January course.
assisted with his training.

Congratulations

Congratulations to those who recently passed the advanced test:

Darren Cox, bike section (Gold) Kate Lui, car section (Silver)

Andrew Connelly, car section (Gold) Roger Brace, car section (Silver)

John Bellingham, bike section (Gold), retest Jenny Brace, car section (Silver)
Neville Jason, car section (Silver)
Rachel Lindley, car section (Silver)
Paul Hughes, car section (Silver)
Brendan Kelly, bike section (Bronze)
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From the chair 0 Lee Davies

AYUuSNXRa KSNBH New road schemes go ahead
& L oNRGS 6SQ@S 2dzail K| RMajpK SewT ruNiillion-BoNd drdiad scfienbl/ weyed
¢ watching my neighbours scraping their windscreens and announced last month including plans to allow motorists to
RFAKAY3I 2FF G2 62N @ ¢KS gfive oretidMEdAsiodderton theKMBNIQRI62 dufing |
odd driver who scrapes nothing more than a dinner-plate peak periods. The scheme will provide an extra lane on the
sized opening in the ice and peers through unaware of the busiest stretch of motorway in the region - the anti-
many hazards all around. clockwise M60 near Swinton and Eccles.

LiQa a2 (SYLWAYy3 (GK2dzaK AZMRdr schetes i And Kould didted MaacBestdr A
leave our cars warning-up unattended for just a couple of are:
minutes to de-ice themselves whilst finishing getting ready M60 Junctions 8¢12 - A 'dynamic hard shoulder" running

—- N
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indoors? Sure enough | came home the same evening to for 3.9 miles of the M60 between junctions 8 and 12
see on the local news a story of an opportunist car thief adjacent to the Trafford Centre highlighted in red on
gK2 aitz2tS F OFNJESTlO 6A0GK AmapbeBy.IAYS NHzyyAYy3IT gKI
betting on was the kids strapped in the back seats! Luckily =~ M60 Junctions 12¢15 - Extra lane for the anti-clockwise
on this occasion the thief noticed his unwanted passengers carriageway of the M60 covering the 3 miles between
just down the road and fled. junctions 15 (Swinton) and 12 (the Eccles
With vehicle technology finally defeating car thieves the interchange) in green on map below.
emphasis has switched to actually getting hold of the keys  M62 Junctions 18¢20 - A 'dynamic hard shoulder' running
often breaking in to a house to find the keys or the famous for 5 miles of the M62 between junctions 18 and 20
fishing line through the letterbox trick. (Simister Island to near Rochdale) marked in yellow
So of course the message is give yourself extra time to on map below.
de-A OS YR R2y Qi tSI @S @& 2 dzNJABSKusod § Boggon -(Uiogge iStiie ¢-mile link
Xenon Iights spark debate between the M6 junction 19 and the M56 junction 7
The increasing use of Xenon car headlights, which are up to to a dual carriageway shown in purple on the map.

three times brighter than standard halogen bulbs, is

sparking a debate about whether they increase or decrease T
safety. 40% of road traffic collisions take place in the hours 1 m ;
of darkness. Driver tiredness and alcohol related factors .
play a part, but poor lighting is also considered a significant
factor.

The growing popularity of Xenon lights is based on the
simple premise that the more you can see, the safer you
will be. On the one hand, reports say that Xenon lights
viewing radius is increased by up to 70%, which helps to
illuminate blind spots on the road and enable drivers to see
hazards such as debris, animals and pedestrians. However,
there are counter arguments that the lights have
dangerous implications for safety as their brightness can
blind other motorists.

What do you think? Please send your comments to the
Editor!
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Spec Savers
LG ¢2yQlG 32 | gl @
Safety cameras, that is. After all the
hoo-ha (and | was guilty of contributing
to it in the last MAINBEAM), of councils
switching them off, what do | see this
month? Yes! Oxfordshire, one of the
first counties to switch them OFF is
now set to switch them back ON. That
county switched off their 72 fixed and
89 mobile units on the 1% August, but
soon afterwards it was claimed that
the number of drivers speeding past
the dead cameras had increased by up
to 88%. Now the
police and council
are in talks to switch
them back on.

Then | learn that
the Cambridgeshire
and  Peterborough
Road Safety
Partnership have
won a Prince Michael

Y2G2NDOe Of Aai

- e Q.
¢ K 2 therég hreé safety @da@ires|inpRa@ in <Ll

1z3mpheon R peith Wales eagintry igistng \engre the-professionals work VQCE

road ¢ KFGdQa NRIKGE
motorcyclist almost gave up the chase
for safety reasons, in pursuing 37 year
old Andrew Jones who lives in Dudley,
West Midlands, but the speeder, after
crossing double white lines to overtake
other vehicles on the A470, pulled over
to allow the police officer to catch up.

The magistrates sitting on this case,
in their wisdom, gave the offender a
16-week sentence suspended for 18
months, and a 30 month driving ban.

In Cornwall local
residents have
campaigned for

speed cameras to be
fllinstalled in  their
village because the
main street has been
G dzNJ/ SR
NHdzy Q @
posted speed limit

International Road Safety Award as a
result of the dramatic decrease in
deaths and serious injuries on the high-
risk A14 by more than 68% on a stretch
of 13.7 miles long dual carriageway.
This stretch had high casualty rates
and attempts to reduce these figures
were initially very slow. Then the
Partnership introduced SPECS digital
average speed enforcement cameras
which became operational in 2007,
and it is now claimed that in addition
to saving lives, the economy has
benefited by £4.3 million annually.
Not, | am assured, in revenue from
fines, but reduced wear and tear and
fuel consumption. The cameras have
also reduced congestion on the road
which carries 74,000 vehicles a day,
over this, the longest controlled route
in England.

Then like it or not, the subject of
speed in relation to safety and the law
iS an on-going controversy, which
g2y Qi 32 gl &

o KURSP

has been reduced to
20mph, chicanes built at either end of
the street together with regular speed
checks, the residents were still not
happy. That is, not until a local police
community support officer reported
that 90% of the offenders lived locally.
So, away from motoring for a
minute; | see that a printing firm in
Colchester has been fined after two
employees injured their hands in
presses. One of them fractured his
thumb when he tried to clear a paper
jam, and the other had his fingers
crushed in a roller. Health and Safety
RSONBSR WwWI I 0}
and appropriate equipment, and that
there had been no assessment on how
to carry out the work safely, in either
OFrasSqQoe '!a
fined £15,000 with £2,490 costs for
one of the charges, and a further one
of £10,000 with £3,171 costs for the
20KSN® b2g L

but what intrigues me is the fact that

Xy
It Oy 2 82RKK ¢ AyRSD 5

NE a d§5rﬂéthmﬁ BSa
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fin%sg;md RPES afe exgrhitant;,

and prguably” dhdfald kndw bdtgey,tbut OS
when moves are made to protect a
whole raft of the general public there
Aa 2F0Sy Ly 2 dzi
motoring of course, and that subject of
inappropriate speeding, where we
have, for instance, the 153mph
motorcyclist sharing the road with
perhaps a learner, recently passed, or
nervous driver. | think you can see
which side of the fence | am on, but, as
ever, the pages of this Newsletter are
always at your disposal.

rou

NE

Mancheste

Is it that time of the month?
Which? Car has opened a chink in the
OFNJ alfSayvylryQa I
some of his tricks of the trade. The
consumer car experts tell us of three
th |denﬁ%>‘ﬂoféntlal buyers ¢

NI Z

/ phrases t
Wi y1tS
WeAYS 2F (GKS az2yiKQ
who does not haggle a price, then you

FNB (y2¢6y a | Wg22
ortfAy3aQ GF1Sa L}k I O
offers the customer an unbelievable

good price for his trade-in at the
expense of less discount on the new

OF NI Wi y1fS G LILAY.
opposite direction ¢ the salesman
offers less than market value for the
trade-in so that he can offer what
appears to be a low price for the new
OF N» W¢AYS 2F GKS
better nature! At the beginning of the
month the customer is told that the
salesmgn needs to make up last,
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of the month the tale is that the sale is
needed to attain a partlcular target,
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Keep space!
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Cars should drive themselves

It would be better if cars just drove themselves, according to TU Delft professor

G/ I NA aKz2dZ R oS GFr{(1Ay3
¢tKS bSGKSNIlIyRaz 2y
YFGOK FT2NJ 6SOKy2f 238
mobility.

World top

Bart van Arem held his inaugural speech as professor at TU
Delft on Wednesday 8 September. In it, he expounded on
his basic principles with regard to mobility: it should be
better, faster, more reliable, cleaner, safer and, if possible,
FF¥F2NRFIofSd a¢! 5StEFi Aa
of mobility; it is bracketed with MIT, UC Berkeley and
LYLISNRFE /2ttS3Soe

Driving themselves

20SNJ Y2NB 27
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Trafficjam information

Cars are becoming increasingly intelligent and may,
therefore, perhaps even drive themselves in future. And
these days we receive advice through our navigation
system or smart phone enabling us, amongst other things,
® WBid Raffic-dilKYSa ®1f @ 0 KNR dza K WE@A$
aeaitsSvyaxr GKS WAyGaSttAaSyi
access restrictions, work in progress, car parks, preferred
routes and whether traffic lights are on red, amber or
IAINBSyod /2y @SNAStezr (GKS
intelligent car, because the latter can inform the road of its
position, cargo, destination,

In his speech, Van Arem
examined in detail a number of
mobility  topics, such  as
automated guided vehicles. In
his opinion, it would be
advisable to allow the car to take
2PSNJ Y2NB D 4. §
of how good we think we are at
driving, we are no match for
technology when it comes to
reaction time and alertness,
either in routine or critical
aAaldz GA2yadé

at S2 LI S

2l Yace

a system that warns the drive
about dangerous situations. The
are, however, wary of systen
that take over driving tasks, suc
as Adaptive Cruise Control, excep#!f
in special circumstances like traffig,

sReefi, cidelgs, @r@kdowtrjs, K
etc., so that adequate measures
Oy S G 1Syopé¢

oLy S &

1
f he next step

Ifhe next step that is presenting
in this development,
.according to Van Arem, is that of
operative vehicle-
infrastructure systems. This is
characterised by the application

Ga2NB |yR Y2NB &deaasSvya
adzLILI2 NI Y232NR a0 Q4
systems warn the driver if it looks as though he or she is
accidentally wandering out of his or her lane and Adaptive
Cruise Control regulates the following distance and the
speed of a vehicle. People can easily see the point of a
system that warns the driver about dangerous situations.
They are, however, wary of systems that take over driving
tasks, such as Adaptive Cruise Control, except in special
circumstances like traffic-jams. A striking point is that
people accept these systems more easily once they have
GNASR GKSY®E

<]
TUDelft

Dty
Unevmrsity of
Tachnology

of mutual communication between vehicles and between
theNEehicles Su@ 2the Argadside. | Tigs| chnfmiurdcdtiéh is {

R NJA @A yi@ady (i dvailaples dor [origey” Slistamcss S thaugh3 the{ o

telephone and for short distances through radio signals.

aL F2NBasSS GKFaG Ad gAff
quantities of data, faster and at a decreasing cost in the
coming years. The breakthrough of mobile wireless
networks between cars and roadside systems, will
contribute significantly to this. The ultimate perspective
comprises forms of transport in which cars can drive
GKSYyaSt gSaovéac?
may in the coming 10 to 15 years contribute to 50% fewer

traffic-jams, 25% fewer traffic fatalities, 10% less CO2

SYA&aaArz2y FyR wm: fSaa AN
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ROADAR Group walk

Decebmer 2010

ROSPA Ramblers autumn walk takes them round Arley Estatdike Beavan

When | arrived early for our Group walk today | saw that (i K S LJdzo Qcit wak tloged for ketiokattods ¢ we later
Brian had beaten me to it and he was parked up reading his came upon an ice cream parlour outside the village which,
paper. although closed according to the sign, was just about to

open.

As | went over to greet
Brian a large, local,
friendly, black Labrador
bounded over and made
us both welcome.

CKS 21 f 1 SNE k. £ £
Arley Hall has only a very il
discrete sign, as befits S
such an unspoilt rural
retreat, but all ten of us,
eleven with Cassie, Chris
YR [/ KNR&Qa
new dog, managed to
findit¢RSALIAGS
sat nav having a bad hair
day and making a meal of
the post code. Brian leads the pack of intrepid ROSPA Ramblers around Arley
Arley Hall sits in a huge

rural estate and the gardens are listed in the top ten in the
UK having a specialist plant nursery and being famous not
only for the double herbaceous borders but also for having
0SSy 2yS 2F tNAYyOS [ 2dzi
retreats ¢ the Emperor Room is named in his honour. '

At five past ten we set off with Brian in the lead. We missed
having Alan at the helm this time as he is unwell but Brian ‘
did a sterling job.

We wended our way over stiles, through gates, over "
footbridges, through fields of cows and over a potato field
which had been recently harvested. Sheila regretted not . .
having brought her shopping bag as there were lots o
spuds just left on the ground.

We reached the village of Great Budworth at lunch time "%
with its 17th century half timbered red brick cottages which ==+
until 1948 was part of the Arley estate. The well at the

bottom of the hill was the only source of drinking water for  ppotos by Mike Beavan
the village until 1934. The church is mentioned in the

Domesday Book.

Much to the relief to some who had anticipated a visit to

The look of relief on a

OSNIFAY LISNERY
e
S

a picture to behold.

The sun shone,
conversation was good
and varied and we all had
a super walk which was
only an untaxing five
miles long.

Those who could not
come missed a good time
so look out for our Spring
walk next year in
MAINBEAM; do tell your
friends and come along.
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Australians slow down . . .

Speed camera statistics in Australia show motorists are slowing down

According to a recent story in Traffic Technology The fixed speed camera on the Pacific Motorway at
Today.com, fixed speed cameras across south-east Tarragindi in south Brisbane, has recorded the greatest
Queensland in Australia have greatly reduced speeding, the reduction in detections. The rate per 1,000 vehicles has
State Government claims. fallen from 3.3 in March 2008 to 0.34 ¢ a reduction of 89%,
according to Queensland Police.
As reported in the Brisbane Timespolice figures show
more drivers are slowing down when passing the Police Minister Neil Roberts said the cameras had been
signposted cameras, with speeding , i placed in areas with a history of speed-
detections falling by as much as 89%. "’ﬂ related crashes. Speaking to the
.dzi GKS adl iSQa ?BRsbane Tim& KS al ARY
says there is no evidence to suggest §& have become safer because motorists
the cameras have reduced the rate of @ 1 have slowed down. Speed contributes
accidents, injuries, and deaths. ;s to around 25% of road fatalities, so if
we are going to end the carnage on our
roads we need to break the culture of
Sy foekflig that some Queenslanders
S subscribe to.

Manchester Group ROADAR

Speaking to the newspaper, RACQ
alLk21SavYly DIFNE CAe
reasonably expect that high profile E
speed cameras would lower the
speeds in those areas; motorists would G¢KSasS adaqraraidaoa
just about have to be driving with their are slowing down, which is exactly
eyes closed to avoid them. The most what fixed cameras are designed to
important measure is ¢ have they reduced crashesinthose R2 2 ¢ w20 SNIlia O2y Of dZRSR®
FNBFad ¢KFiQa (GKS NBlFazy (GKSe $SNB Lizi G§KSNB®h

.. ..and so do the Brits

Survey shows rising fuel costs are more effective at speed reduction than cameras

A survey by RoadPilot has found that nearly half of UK when buying a car.

motorists claim to have reduced their average speed in the

past 12 months, with concerns over rising fuel costs cited WI YS& Cféyy> /9h 2F w2l Rt .
as the main reason for the change, rather than the filling-up seems to be a more effective deterrent to
presence of traffic speed enforcement speeding for most drivers than the possible
cameras. The survey conducted by the ayY 2 lj 2 NR a ril}képf inqurrin\p‘ﬁ speeding fine. Clearly
British firm, which provides GPS speed . . motorists are feeling the pinch at present
camera location data, identified that a desire | PULEING tNEIF OWN | and are doing whatever they can to reduce

to cut fuel costs was the main reason that driving their monthly outgoings. It appears that
33% of those questioned have reduced their . motorists are putting their own driving
speed, compared to just 13% who cited techrllques ynder techniques under greater scrutiny than ever
traffic enforcement. INB I S NI |&®@ NDzE r%uyt@ir{gverage speeds
have started to come down, which can only
Other factors listed include greater road congestion at 22% benefit road safety. Speed camera detection systems help
and environmental concerns at 10%. The study also motorists to be more aware of local speed limits via audio
ARSYGATASR GKIFG nmx: 27T  RNddBdEalerts.NBBing Yetef orépardtifof hangek © A |
fuel consumption more closely than they did a year ago. In speed limits can help drivers to maintain a more steady
addition, the vast majority (86%) of motorists said thatfuel 8 LJISSR YR Ay &2 R2Ay3I AYL
efficiency and emissions were quite or very important,
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Taken for a ride z
a
Bentley goes online to reveal new modelJohn Holland <
/| KSAKANBQa 2g¢y OF NJ YI y dzF litsOénideMBykedinginlEdrape arfl PeNdrmanke$R r&hrﬁng\lﬁoé
made use of the internet to launch its latest model. its Middle East communications. Connect, based in 8
Bentley Motors has built a microsite to unveil their new Wolverhampton, will take in the 59 Bentley European *-
Continental GT. dealerships, organising marketing collateral, advertising, ('2
Claiming that it was filmed to bring the similar thrill of a and event planning, among other things. Q
formal motor show, it means that potential customers (and Performance is a specialist sports and motoring PR $
jealous onlookers) are agency which will run -5
able to take a series of = —— &= e the  Middle  East =
virtual tours of the car ?ﬁs : = § g i - communications for the =
by selecting from a - — - = car manufacture,
range of camera angles - already listing BMW,

and view-points.
2SS Oly &
new Continental GT with
enthusiasts across the
g2NI Rx¢ al .
NI} SO1Sf =
design director and the
man behind the styling
of the first Continental
GT coupe in 2003, since

= Citroen and Williams F1
amongst its clients and
in July this year, the
agency which has its
headquarters in
Kingston-upon Thames,
opened an office in
Dubai Media City.

If you are wondering
what to do with that

w h g n 22,000 New Bentley Continental GT spare EZZQ,OOO you_can

Continental GT models still see if the video
. Photo: Bentley Motors 5 A PR

have been shipped. http:// e tors.co.uk/models/new continental gt/ USYLJuia @€2dz

LGQa § T 1 g/ pegi yrhgtors.co. - -9Y ¢ start at the Bentley

video on an interesting site, allowing the viewer to move
around the programme to check on various aspects of the
car, from design, building and testing, even changing the
presented colour to one of your own choice.

Bentley has, over the summer, increased its marketing
spend in the UK and worldwide, with Connect looking over

website and follow through the Super Sports cars.

{2 gKAfalG AGQa 3I22R (2
based agencies, it comes as something of a disappointment
to see that the car used in the video is a left-hand drive
model.

a2

Pedestrians targeted

There is a new campaign tackling the issue of pedestrian
safety for Drivesafe, the public face of the Greater
Manchester Casualty Reduction Partnership, whose
members include local authorities, the emergency services,
Primary Care Trusts, the Crown Prosecution Service and the
Highways Agency.

The latest campaign follows an increase in the numbers
of pedestrian injuries and deaths across the
conurbation arising as a result of driver
inattention, primarily related to hand-held
distractions such as iPods and mobile phones.

¢KS OF YLI ATy Qa DI
include a competition aimed at college
students and an interactive roadshow around

DRI

Greater Manchester
Reduction

Casualty

ESAFE

Greater Manchester.

The company tasked with running the campaign,
Tangerine, is no new-comer to this field of activity, having
worked with Drivesafe on other projects.

Says Karen Delaney, Communications Manager for
5NA@Salr ¥Ss 2SS ¢gSNB 3ASy
developed for this campaign. The team not only grasped

the message we are trying to communicate to
pedestrians but also completely embraced
this new audience and developed a campaign
which | know will resonate throughout
OB A (0 SN fafl Yy OKS & (i SN

N X

Partnership
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Weird traffic laws 9 lan Carroll

Belgium

A driver who needs to turn through oncoming traffic has the right of way unless he slows down or stops - Just go for it,
GKFaG nn G2y FNIAO l1y2¢a &2dz K9S NARIKG 2F gl e@Xoddl SC
Denmark

This is almost from RoadcrafBefore starting your car you are required to check lights, brakes, steering and honk your
horn.

This bit is a must for the next edition of Roadcraftu also need to make a visual check to make sure there are no

children underneath the car.

Got to be David Copperfield to do the last bifla car is overtaking a horse-drawn carriage and the horse becomes
FIAGFGSRET GKS RNAGSNI Ydzaild Lz f 20SNI FYyR AT ySOSaal N
This is an enigma, wrapped in a quandary dipped in a paratfopour vehicle stalls and you leave it on the side of the

road, you must mark the vehicle with a red reflecting triangle. This equipment is only mandatory when the car stalls, not

at any other times, however!

No one may start a car while someone is underneath the vehicle. - They spoil all the fun!

Luxembourg

You must sound your horn each time you overtake any vehicle, including a bicycle.t Abolished 200Qprobably due to the
FY2dzy G 2F adlF NIfSR OedftAraitQa FrttAy3da 2FFH

You must have window wipers but you are not required to have a windshield. - Doh!

United Kingdom

London Hackney Carriages (taxis/cabs) must carry a bale of hay and a sack of oats.

No more having to plan routes around public convenienltéslegal for a male to urinate in public, as long it is on the

rear wheel of his motor vehicle and his right hand is on the vehicle. (It is also legal for a heavily pregnant woman to
dZNRA Yl GS Fye@gKSNBE AyOftdzZRAY3I | LREtAOSYlIyQa KStYSiovo
Switzerland

You may not wash your car on a Sunday. - Dread the thought

If you forget you car-keys inside the car and you leave the car open, you will be punished. ¢ Punished by taking without
26y SNRa O2yaSyid o6¢2h/ 0K

Australia

You may never leave your car keys in an unattended vehicle. - TWOC again

Itisillegal to walk on the right hand side of a footpath.

Canada

New Brunswick Provincial Laws, driving on the roads is not allowed! The color of house and garage doors is regulated by

city by-laws (a purple door gets you a fine).

You can't work on your car in the street. ¢ Especially if you have a purple garage door!

You may not park a car in such a way that it is blocking your own driveway.

"For Sale" signs are not permitted in the windows of moving vehicles.cL 6 SG | ff GKS &aC2NJ { | ¢
lights!

China

Beijing Drivers of power-driven vehicles who stop at pedestrian crossings are liable to a fine of up to five yuan, or a

warning. Article 40 of the Beijing Traffic Laws. -Wdza i Y2 g ! WSY R2g4Y

Saudi Arabia

Awoman may notdriveacar.2 2y RSNJ g KI 0 GKS LISyl ftie Aa F2NJ GKAaAX5S]I
From Jiddah to Ryadh there are two highways: one for Muslims, another for “infidels”. If a Muslim is accompanied by an
"infidel", both are required to use the highway for infidels.

Asia

Singapore: It is illegal to come within 50 meters of a pedestrian crossing the street. -¢ KS& Q@S 320G al FSi
art!

South Korea: Traffic Police are required to report all bribes that they receive from motorists. ¢ Yea right!

Thailand: You must wear a shirt while drivingacar.-b 2 G KAy 3 Sf aSXod2dzad I & KANIK

Manchester Group RoOADAR
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Tony 0 so Tgny Righardson

HIGHWAY CODE

1. Name one of the advantages of a vehicle with anti-lock braking?

(Highway Code Rule 120)

2. What is the national speed limit for a car towing a caravan or trailer on a single carriageway road?

(Highway Code Rule 124)
3. How does your attitude affect your driving?
(Highway Code Rule 147)

ROADCRAFT

1. How does speed affect observation?
(Page 26 Roadcraft)

2. What are the four key principles of safe cornering?
(Pages 118 Roadcraft)

3. What is meant by acceleration sense?
(Page 64 Roadcraft)

Manchester Group RoOADAR

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated.
Remember you may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit!

Do you park in gear?

Mike Beavan discusses the merits of parking in gear

This question has been asked before but a recent event in
Scotland brought it to the fore again a couple of weeks ago.

Helensburgh is a pleasant town north of Glasgow and |
parked on a slightly sloping street in the shopping area
parallel to the kerb in the second space from the front of
the parking area. When | returned it was raining and there
was an empty space ahead of my car. Preparing to move
off, | had got as far as starting the engine and | was about
to put on my seatbelt, when a Toyota Yaris swung in rather
too quickly towards the kerb ahead of me. This car then
began to reverse into the space ahead of me. Thinking the
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wipers and lights in the vain hope that the driver would
stop short, let me out and take my empty space leaving a
space ahead again.

The driver did not notice, got out and slammed her
door. Her car then slowly reversed towards me. Knowing |
had about six feet between my car and the one parked
behind | began to reverse while pipping my horn. This
startled both the pedestrians around and, luckily, the Yaris
driver who quickly opened her door and yanked the
handbrake on. She then burst out laughing while facing her
startled audience on the pavement.

| took a dim view of this, especially the laughter, and |
must admit that | chided the driver, though politely, for her
carelessness. | told her to always park in gear with the
handbrake on: she said she always did. | said she evidently
did not. My precious Mini Cooper D (58 mpg, nippy with
and go-kart handling) narrowly escaped a frontal low speed

impact.

L fIFrGSNJ 62yRSNBR AT
footbrake firmly before pulling up the handbrake so that
the brake shoes were not applied firmly against the brake
drum. | used to have a Yaris and that advice is in the
handbook. Another reason for the many other rollbacks are
hot rear brake discs slowly cooling off and releasing
pressure ¢ that happened in the early hours after my new
neighbour moved in, his VW GTi moved from his slightly
sloping drive across our cul-de-sac after he went to bed!
Recently a lady was killed by her car running over her on
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downhill with her in the car. There have been many other
similar incidents over the years but parking in gear has
never been advised except on hills.

Why not also on slopes? Why not always when parked?
A child or old person could very easily have been crushed
as they crossed the road between my car and the Yaris.
Increasingly cars cannot be started unless the clutch is
depressed, so the alleged danger of engaging the starter
when in gear is a poor argument ¢ it always was!

The only advantage in parking with just the handbrake
on seems to be to prevent transmission damage if struck
from behind while parked at the kerb. Do you leave your
automatic in park or neutral? If you have an opinion on this
matter please share it with us in MAINBEAM.

Qa NA
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