
   

As most readers will know, the car section runs three courses 
a year starting in January, May and September which last for 
eight sessions alternate Sundays. We often 
have a waiting list but this year we do have a 
ŦŜǿ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ƭŜŦǘ ŦƻǊ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΦ 5ƻ ȅƻǳ 
know a friend, relative or work colleague who 
has shown an interest in advanced driving? 
Could you display some of our leaflets at 
work? Could you distribute some of our 
leaflets to your local surgery, dentist or 
library? If you can help in anyway please drop 
me an email: 
(chairman@safedriversandriders.org.uk) ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎƻƳŜ 

leaflets.  
 From our research most members join by either finding us 

on the internet or through word-of-mouth. 

Full details of the Group and our activities are 

ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǎƻ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ 

a while please visit: 

www.safedriversandriders.org.uk   

 ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ¢ǿƛǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 

Facebook pages as well as to the RoSPA blog! 

hǊ ƛŦ LΩƳ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƻǳōƭŜ-dutch for you just tell 

your friends to search for ΨŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ 

aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ǎƻƻƴ ŦƛƴŘ ǳǎΗ 

MAINBEAMMAINBEAMMAINBEAM   
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Congratulations to those who recently passed the advanced test: 

Darren Cox, bike section (Gold) 
Andrew Connelly, car section (Gold) 
John Bellingham, bike section (Gold), retest  
 
 
 
 

Kate Lui, car section (Silver) 
Roger Brace, car section (Silver) 
Jenny Brace, car section (Silver) 
Neville Jason, car section (Silver) 
Rachel Lindley, car section (Silver) 
Paul Hughes, car section (Silver) 
Brendan Kelly, bike section (Bronze) 

Manchester Group RoADAR wish 
you all a very happy Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year 

Group publicityτLee Davies 

Congratulations to Ian Carroll who has recently completed his 
Observer Training for the car section. Well done for all your 
hard work Ian and thank you to all the Observers who 
assisted with his training.  

 LΩƳ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ DǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊ wƻŘ IŜǿƛǘǘ-Dean 

who has recently started his Observer Training which we 

hope will be completed ready for the new January course. 

Observer training τLee Davies 

Congratulations  

ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ŀ 
friend, relative or 
work colleague 
who would like to 
know about 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΚέ 
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²ƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜǊŜΗ 
!ǎ L ǿǊƛǘŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦǊƻǎǘȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ 
ς watching my neighbours scraping their windscreens and 
ŘŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ 
odd driver who scrapes nothing more than a dinner-plate 
sized opening in the ice and peers through unaware of the 
many hazards all around. 
 LǘΩǎ ǎƻ ǘŜƳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ōǳǎȅ ƭƛŦŜǎǘȅƭŜǎ ǘƻ 
leave our cars warning-up unattended for just a couple of 
minutes to de-ice themselves whilst finishing getting ready 
indoors? Sure enough I came home the same evening to 
see on the local news a story of an opportunist car thief 
ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻƭŜ ŀ ŎŀǊ ƭŜŦǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘǎ ŜƴƎƛƴŜ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎΤ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
betting on was the kids strapped in the back seats! Luckily 
on this occasion the thief noticed his unwanted passengers 
just down the road and fled.  
 With vehicle technology finally defeating car thieves the 
emphasis has switched to actually getting hold of the keys 
often breaking in to a house to find the keys or the famous 
fishing line through the letterbox trick.  
 So of course the message is give yourself extra time to 

de-ƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǳƴŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘΦ 

Xenon lights spark debate 
The increasing use of Xenon car headlights, which are up to 
three times brighter than standard halogen bulbs, is 

sparking a debate about whether they increase or decrease 
safety. 40% of road traffic collisions take place in the hours 
of darkness. Driver tiredness and alcohol related factors 
play a part, but poor lighting is also considered a significant 
factor. 
 The growing popularity of Xenon lights is based on the 
simple premise that the more you can see, the safer you 
will be. On the one hand, reports say that Xenon lights 
viewing radius is increased by up to 70%, which helps to 
illuminate blind spots on the road and enable drivers to see 
hazards such as debris, animals and pedestrians. However, 
there are counter arguments that the lights have 
dangerous implications for safety as their brightness can 
blind other motorists. 
 What do you think? Please send your comments to the 
Editor! 
 

New road schemes go ahead 
Major new multimillion-pound road schemes were 
announced last month including plans to allow motorists to 
drive on the hard shoulder on the M60 and M62 during 
peak periods. The scheme will provide an extra lane on the 
busiest stretch of motorway in the region - the anti-
clockwise M60 near Swinton and Eccles. 
 Details of schemes in and around Greater Manchester 
are: 
M60 Junctions 8ς12 - A 'dynamic hard shoulder' running 

for 3.9 miles of the M60 between junctions 8 and 12 
adjacent to the Trafford Centre highlighted in red on 
map below. 

M60 Junctions 12ς15 - Extra lane for the anti-clockwise 
carriageway of the M60 covering the 3 miles between 
junctions 15 (Swinton) and 12 (the Eccles 
interchange) in green on map below. 

M62 Junctions 18ς20 - A 'dynamic hard shoulder' running 
for 5 miles of the M62 between junctions 18 and 20 
(Simister Island to near Rochdale) marked in yellow 
on map below. 

A556 Knutsford ς Bowdon - Upgrade of the 4-mile link 

between the M6 junction 19 and the M56 junction 7 

to a dual carriageway shown in purple on the map. 

From the chair ðLee Davies  
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Spec Savers 
Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƛǘΗ   ¢ƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ 
Safety cameras, that is.   After all the 
hoo-ha (and I was guilty of contributing 
to it in the last MAINBEAM), of councils 
switching them off, what do I see this 
month?   Yes! Oxfordshire, one of the 
first counties to switch them OFF is 
now set to switch them back ON. That 
county switched off their 72 fixed and 
89 mobile units on the 1st August, but 
soon afterwards it was claimed that 
the number of drivers speeding past 
the dead cameras had increased by up 
to 88%. Now the 
police and council 
are in talks to switch 
them back on. 
 Then I learn that 
the Cambridgeshire 
and Peterborough 
Road Safety 
Partnership have 
won a Prince Michael 
International Road Safety Award as a 
result of the dramatic decrease in 
deaths and serious injuries on the high-
risk A14 by more than 68% on a stretch 
of 13.7 miles long dual carriageway. 
This stretch had high casualty rates 
and attempts to reduce these figures 
were initially very slow. Then the 
Partnership introduced SPECS digital 
average speed enforcement cameras 
which became operational in 2007, 
and it is now claimed that in addition 
to saving lives, the economy has 
benefited by £4.3 million annually.   
Not, I am assured, in revenue from 
fines, but reduced wear and tear and 
fuel consumption. The cameras have 
also reduced congestion on the road 
which carries 74,000 vehicles a day, 
over this, the longest controlled route 
in England. 
 Then like it or not, the subject of 
speed in relation to safety and the law 
is an on-going controversy, which 
ǿƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ 

ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭƛǎǘ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ΨŎƭƻŎƪŜŘΩ ŀǘ 
153mph on a north Wales country 
road ς ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ мро ƳǇƘΦ ! ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 
motorcyclist almost gave up the chase 
for safety reasons, in pursuing 37 year 
old Andrew Jones who lives in Dudley, 
West Midlands, but the speeder, after 
crossing double white lines to overtake 
other vehicles on the A470, pulled over 
to allow the police officer to catch up. 
 The magistrates sitting on this case, 
in their wisdom, gave the offender a 
16-week sentence suspended for 18 
months, and a 30 month driving ban. 

 In Cornwall local 
residents have 
campaigned for 
speed cameras to be 
installed in their 
village because the 
main street has been 
ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ΨǊŀǘ 
ǊǳƴΩΦ !ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 
posted speed limit 
has been reduced to 

20mph, chicanes built at either end of 
the street together with regular speed 
checks, the residents were still not 
happy.   That is, not until a local police 
community support officer reported 
that 90% of the offenders lived locally. 
 So, away from motoring for a 
minute; I see that a printing firm in 
Colchester has been fined after two 
employees injured their hands in 
presses. One of them fractured his 
thumb when he tried to clear a paper 
jam, and the other had his fingers 
crushed in a roller. Health and Safety 
ŘŜŎǊŜŜŘ Ψŀ ƭŀŎƪ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǎǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƛƻƴ 
and appropriate equipment, and that 
there had been no assessment on how 
to carry out the work safely, in either 
ŎŀǎŜΩΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǿŀǎ 
fined £15,000 with £2,490 costs for 
one of the charges, and a further one 
of £10,000 with £3,171 costs for the 
ƻǘƘŜǊΦ bƻǿ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ 
those fines and costs are exorbitant, 
but what intrigues me is the fact that 

there are safety measures in place in 
industry, where the professionals work 
and arguably should know better, but 
when moves are made to protect a 
whole raft of the general public there 
ƛǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŀƴ ƻǳǘŎǊȅΦ LΩƳ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ 
motoring of course, and that subject of 
inappropriate speeding, where we 
have, for instance, the 153mph 
motorcyclist sharing the road with 
perhaps a learner, recently passed, or 
nervous driver. I think you can see 
which side of the fence I am on, but, as 
ever, the pages of this Newsletter are 
always at your disposal. 
 

Is it that time of the month?  
Which? Car has opened a chink in the 
ŎŀǊ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳƻǳǊ ōȅ ǊŜǾŜŀƭƛƴƎ 
some of his tricks of the trade. The 
consumer car experts tell us of three 
phrases to identify potential buyers ς 
ΨIƛƎƘ-ōŀƭƭƛƴƎΩΣ Ψ!ƴƪƭŜ ǘŀǇǇƛƴƎ ΨŀƴŘ 
Ψ¢ƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΩΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ōǳȅŜǊ 
who does not haggle a price, then you 
ŀǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ŀ ΨǿƻƻŘŜƴ ŘǳŎƪΩΦ ΨIƛƎƘ-
ōŀƭƭƛƴƎΩ ǘŀƪŜǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ 
offers the customer an unbelievable 
good price for his trade-in at the 
expense of less discount on the new 
ŎŀǊΤ Ψ!ƴƪƭŜ ǘŀǇǇƛƴƎΩ ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
opposite direction ς the salesman 
offers less than market value for the 
trade-in so that he can offer what 
appears to be a low price for the new 
ŎŀǊΦ Ψ¢ƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻƴǘƘΩ ŀǇǇŜŀƭǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
better nature! At the beginning of the 
month the customer is told that the 
salesman needs to make up last 
ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǎƘƻǊǘ-fall. In the middle 
of the month the tale is that the sale is 
needed to attain a particular target, 
ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ 
something of a cliff-hanger for the 
ǇƻƻǊ ǎŀƭŜǎƳŀƴ ŦƻǊ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ΨŀƭƳƻǎǘ Ƙƛǘ 
ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŀƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ 
ƘƛƳΦ  aŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǿŜŜǇ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 
it!  

 Keep space! 
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This, that and tôotherðJohn Holland  
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World top 

Bart van Arem held his inaugural speech as professor at TU 
Delft on Wednesday 8 September. In it, he expounded on 
his basic principles with regard to mobility: it should be 
better, faster, more reliable, cleaner, safer and, if possible, 
ŀŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜΦ ά¢¦ 5ŜƭŦǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘƻǇ ŦƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘ 
of mobility; it is bracketed with MIT, UC Berkeley and 
LƳǇŜǊƛŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜΦέ 

Driving themselves  

In his speech, Van Arem 
examined in detail a number of 
mobility topics, such as 
automated guided vehicles. In 
his opinion, it would be 
advisable to allow the car to take 
ƻǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜΦ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƭŜǎǎ 
of how good we think we are at 
driving, we are no match for 
technology when it comes to 
reaction time and alertness, 
either in routine or critical 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 

άaƻǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ŀǊŜ ōŜŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǘƻ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ǘŀǎƪǎΦ [ŀƴŜ YŜŜǇƛƴƎ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 
systems warn the driver if it looks as though he or she is 
accidentally wandering out of his or her lane and Adaptive 
Cruise Control regulates the following distance and the 
speed of a vehicle. People can easily see the point of a 
system that warns the driver about dangerous situations. 
They are, however, wary of systems that take over driving 
tasks, such as Adaptive Cruise Control, except in special 
circumstances like traffic-jams. A striking point is that 
people accept these systems more easily once they have 
ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 

 

Traffic-jam information  

Cars are becoming increasingly intelligent and may, 
therefore, perhaps even drive themselves in future. And 
these days we receive advice through our navigation 
system or smart phone enabling us, amongst other things, 
to avoid traffic-ƧŀƳǎΦ ά¢ƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǊƻŀŘǎƛŘŜ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ŎŀǊΩ ƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎǇŜŜŘ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ 
access restrictions, work in progress, car parks, preferred 
routes and whether traffic lights are on red, amber or 
ƎǊŜŜƴΦ /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŜƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ǊƻŀŘΩ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ 
intelligent car, because the latter can inform the road of its 

position, cargo, destination, 
speed, accidents, breakdowns, 
etc., so that adequate measures 
Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴΦέ 

The next step  

The next step that is presenting 
itself in this development, 
according to Van Arem, is that of 
c o o p e r a t i v e  v e h i c l e -
infrastructure systems. This is 
characterised by the application 

of mutual communication between vehicles and between 
the vehicles and the roadside. This communication is 
already available for longer distances through the 
telephone and for short distances through radio signals. 

άL ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ 
quantities of data, faster and at a decreasing cost in the 
coming years. The breakthrough of mobile wireless 
networks between cars and roadside systems, will 
contribute significantly to this. The ultimate perspective 
comprises forms of transport in which cars can drive 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέά¢ƻ ǎǳƳƳŀǊƛǎŜΣ LƴǘŜƭƭƛƎŜƴǘ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ 
may in the coming 10 to 15 years contribute to 50% fewer 
traffic-jams, 25% fewer traffic fatalities, 10% less CO2 
ŜƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ нл҈ ƭŜǎǎ ŀƛǊ ǇƻƭƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ 

It would be better if cars just drove themselves, according to TU Delft professor 

ά/ŀǊǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǘŀǎƪǎέΣ .ŀǊǘ Ǿŀƴ !ǊŜƳ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŀǎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ ŀǘ ¢¦ 5ŜƭŦǘΣ 
¢ƘŜ bŜǘƘŜǊƭŀƴŘǎΣ ƻƴ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅ у {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нлмлΦ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ 
ƳŀǘŎƘ ŦƻǊ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭŜǊǘƴŜǎǎΦέ ±ŀƴ !ǊŜƳ ǳǎŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ǘƻ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ 
mobility. 

άtŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
a system that warns the driver 
about dangerous situations. They 
are, however, wary of systems 
that take over driving tasks, such 
as Adaptive Cruise Control, except 
in special circumstances like traffic
-ƧŀƳǎέ 

Cars should drive themselves  
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When I arrived early for our Group walk today I saw that 
Brian had beaten me to it and he was parked up reading his 
paper.  
 
As I went over to greet 
Brian a large, local, 
friendly, black Labrador 
bounded over and made 
us both welcome.  
 
¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭƪŜǊǎΩ ŎŀǊ ǇŀǊƪ ŀǘ 
Arley Hall has only a very 
discrete sign, as befits 
such an unspoilt rural 
retreat, but all ten of us, 
eleven with Cassie, Chris 
ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎΩǎ ƭƻǾŜƭȅΣ ƭƛǾŜƭȅ 
new dog, managed to 
find it ς ŘŜǎǇƛǘŜ {ƘŜƛƭŀΩǎ 
sat nav having a bad hair 
day and making a meal of 
the post code.  
 
Arley Hall sits in a huge 
rural estate and the gardens are listed in the top ten in the 
UK having a specialist plant nursery and being famous not 
only for the double herbaceous borders but also for having 
ōŜŜƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎŜ [ƻǳƛǎ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ 
retreats ς the Emperor Room is named in his honour. 
  
At five past ten we set off with Brian in the lead. We missed 
having Alan at the helm this time as he is unwell but Brian 
did a sterling job.  
 
We wended our way over stiles, through gates, over 
footbridges, through fields of cows and over a potato field 
which had been recently harvested. Sheila regretted not 
having brought her shopping bag as there were lots of 
spuds just left on the ground. 
  
We reached the village of Great Budworth at lunch time 
with its 17th century half timbered red brick cottages which 
until 1948 was part of the Arley estate. The well at the 
bottom of the hill was the only source of drinking water for 
the village until 1934. The church is mentioned in the 
Domesday Book. 
 
Much to the relief to some who had anticipated a visit to 

ǘƘŜ ǇǳōΩǎ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ς it was closed for renovations ς we later 
came upon an ice cream parlour outside the village which, 
although closed according to the sign, was just about to 
open.  

 
The look of relief on a 
ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ 
a picture to behold. 
 
The sun shone, 
conversation was good 
and varied and we all had 
a super walk which was 
only an untaxing five 
miles long.  
 
Those who could not 
come missed a good time 
so look out for our Spring 
walk next year in 
MAINBEAM; do tell your 
friends and come along. 

 
Brian leads the pack of intrepid RoSPA Ramblers around Arley  

Photos by Mike Beavan 

ROSPA Ramblers autumn walk takes them round Arley Estate τ Mike Beavan 

RoADAR Group walk  
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According to a recent story in Traffic Technology 
Today.com, fixed speed cameras across south-east 
Queensland in Australia have greatly reduced speeding, the 
State Government claims. 
 
As reported in the Brisbane Times, police figures show 
more drivers are slowing down when passing the 
signposted cameras, with speeding 
detections falling by as much as 89%. 
.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǇŜŀƪ ƳƻǘƻǊƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ 
says there is no evidence to suggest 
the cameras have reduced the rate of 
accidents, injuries, and deaths. 
 
Speaking to the newspaper, RACQ 
ǎǇƻƪŜǎƳŀƴ DŀǊȅ CƛǘŜǎ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¸ƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
reasonably expect that high profile 
speed cameras would lower the 
speeds in those areas; motorists would 
just about have to be driving with their 
eyes closed to avoid them. The most 
important measure is ς have they reduced crashes in those 
ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΦϦ 

The fixed speed camera on the Pacific Motorway at 
Tarragindi in south Brisbane, has recorded the greatest 
reduction in detections. The rate per 1,000 vehicles has 
fallen from 3.3 in March 2008 to 0.34 ς a reduction of 89%, 
according to Queensland Police. 
 
Police Minister Neil Roberts said the cameras had been 

placed in areas with a history of speed-
related crashes. Speaking to the 
Brisbane TimesΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ 
have become safer because motorists 
have slowed down. Speed contributes 
to around 25% of road fatalities, so if 
we are going to end the carnage on our 
roads we need to break the culture of 
speeding that some Queenslanders 
subscribe to. 
 
ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǘŀǘƛǎǘƛŎǎ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ 
are slowing down, which is exactly 
what fixed cameras are designed to 

ŘƻΣέ wƻōŜǊǘǎ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘΦ 

Speed camera statistics in Australia show motorists are slowing down 

A survey by RoadPilot has found that nearly half of UK 
motorists claim to have reduced their average speed in the 
past 12 months, with concerns over rising fuel costs cited 
as the main reason for the change, rather than the 
presence of traffic speed enforcement 
cameras.  The survey conducted by the 
British firm, which provides GPS speed 
camera location data, identified that a desire 
to cut fuel costs was the main reason that 
33% of those questioned have reduced their 
speed, compared to just 13% who cited 
traffic enforcement.  
 
Other factors listed include greater road congestion at 22% 
and environmental concerns at 10%. The study also 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ пл҈ ƻŦ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΩǎ 
fuel consumption more closely than they did a year ago. In 
addition, the vast majority (86%) of motorists said that fuel 
efficiency and emissions were quite or very important, 

when buying a car. 
 
WŀƳŜǎ CƭȅƴƴΣ /9h ƻŦ wƻŀŘtƛƭƻǘΣ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘ ƻŦ 
filling-up seems to be a more effective deterrent to 

speeding for most drivers than the possible 
risk of incurring a speeding fine. Clearly 
motorists are feeling the pinch at present 
and are doing whatever they can to reduce 
their monthly outgoings. It appears that 
motorists are putting their own driving 
techniques under greater scrutiny than ever 
before and as a result their average speeds 
have started to come down, which can only 

benefit road safety. Speed camera detection systems help 
motorists to be more aware of local speed limits via audio 
and visual alerts. Being better prepared for changes to 
speed limits can help drivers to maintain a more steady 
ǎǇŜŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǎƻ ŘƻƛƴƎΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳŜƭ ŜŎƻƴƻƳȅΦέ 

άƳƻǘƻǊƛǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
putting their own 
driving 
techniques under 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǎŎǊǳǘƛƴȅέ 

Survey shows rising fuel costs are more effective at speed reduction than cameras 

Australians slow down . . .  

. . . and so do the Brits  
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/ƘŜǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǊ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊ ƘŀǎΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΣ 
made use of the internet to launch its latest model. 
 Bentley Motors has built a microsite to unveil their new 
Continental GT.  
 Claiming that it was filmed to bring the similar thrill of a 
formal motor show, it means that potential customers (and 
jealous onlookers) are 
able to take a series of 
virtual tours of the car 
by selecting from a 
range of camera angles 
and view-points. 
 ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
new Continental GT with 
enthusiasts across the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5ƛǊƪ Ǿŀƴ 
.ǊŀŜŎƪŜƭΣ .ŜƴǘƭŜȅΩǎ 
design director and the 
man behind the styling 
of the first Continental 
GT coupe in 2003, since 
w h e n  2 2 , 0 0 0 
Continental GT models 
have been shipped. 
 LǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ 
video on an interesting site, allowing the viewer to move 
around the programme to check on various aspects of the 
car, from design, building and testing, even changing the 
presented colour to one of your own choice. 
 Bentley has, over the summer, increased its marketing 
spend in the UK and worldwide, with Connect looking over 

its dealer marketing in Europe and Performance PR running 
its Middle East communications.   Connect, based in 
Wolverhampton, will take in the 59 Bentley European 
dealerships, organising marketing collateral, advertising, 
and event planning, among other things. 
 Performance is a specialist sports and motoring PR 

agency which will run 
the Middle East 
communications for the 
car  manufacture , 
already listing BMW, 
Citroen and Williams F1 
amongst its clients and 
in July this year, the 
agency which has its 
h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n 
Kingston-upon Thames, 
opened an office in 
Dubai Media City. 
 If you are wondering 
what to do with that 
spare £220,000 you can 

still see if the video 
ǘŜƳǇǘǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ΨƭƻŎŀƭΩ 
ς start at the Bentley 

website and follow through the Super Sports cars.    
 {ƻ ǿƘƛƭǎǘ ƛǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ƻŦ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦƛǊƳ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ¦Y 
based agencies, it comes as something of a disappointment 
to see that the car used in the video is a left-hand drive 
model. 

Bentley goes online to reveal new modelτJohn Holland 

New Bentley Continental GT 
Photo: Bentley Motors 

http://www.bentleymotors.co.uk/models/new_continental_gt/ 

 There is a new campaign tackling the issue of pedestrian 
safety for Drivesafe, the public face of the Greater 
Manchester Casualty Reduction Partnership, whose 
members include local authorities, the emergency services, 
Primary Care Trusts, the Crown Prosecution Service and the 
Highways Agency. 
 The latest campaign follows an increase in the numbers 
of pedestrian injuries and deaths across the 
conurbation arising as a result of driver 
inattention, primarily related to hand-held 
distractions such as iPods and mobile phones. 
 ¢ƘŜ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴΩǎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
include a competition aimed at college 
students and an interactive roadshow around 

Greater Manchester. 
 The company tasked with running the campaign, 
Tangerine, is no new-comer to this field of activity, having 
worked with Drivesafe on other projects. 
 Says Karen Delaney, Communications Manager for 
5ǊƛǾŜǎŀŦŜΣ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜƭȅ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀǎ 
developed for this campaign. The team not only grasped 

the message we are trying to communicate to 
pedestrians but also completely embraced 
this new audience and developed a campaign 
which I know will resonate throughout 
DǊŜŀǘŜǊ aŀƴŎƘŜǎǘŜǊΦέ  

Pedestrians targeted 

Taken for a ride  
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Belgium 
A driver who needs to turn through oncoming traffic has the right of way unless he slows down or stops - Just go for it, 
ǘƘŀǘ пл ǘƻƴ ŀǊǘƛŎ ƪƴƻǿǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǿŀȅΧΦΦIŜΩƭƭ ǎǘƻǇ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅΗ 
Denmark 
This is almost from Roadcraft - Before starting your car you are required to check lights, brakes, steering and honk your 
horn. 
This bit is a must for the next edition of Roadcraft! -You also need to make a visual check to make sure there are no 
children underneath the car. 
Got to be David Copperfield to do the last bit! - If a car is overtaking a horse-drawn carriage and the horse becomes 
ŀƎƛǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛŦ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ƘƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ǾƛŜǿΦ 
This is an enigma, wrapped in a quandary dipped in a paradox ς If your vehicle stalls and you leave it on the side of the 
road, you must mark the vehicle with a red reflecting triangle. This equipment is only mandatory when the car stalls, not 
at any other times, however! 
No one may start a car while someone is underneath the vehicle. - They spoil all the fun! 
Luxembourg 
You must sound your horn each time you overtake any vehicle, including a bicycle.τAbolished 2000, probably due to the 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ǎǘŀǊǘƭŜŘ ŎȅŎƭƛǎǘΩǎ ŦŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΗ 
You must have window wipers but you are not required to have a windshield. - Doh! 
United Kingdom 
London Hackney Carriages (taxis/cabs) must carry a bale of hay and a sack of oats.  
No more having to plan routes around public conveniences - It is legal for a male to urinate in public, as long it is on the 
rear wheel of his motor vehicle and his right hand is on the vehicle. (It is also legal for a heavily pregnant woman to 
ǳǊƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜƳŀƴΩǎ ƘŜƭƳŜǘύΦ 
Switzerland 
You may not wash your car on a Sunday. - Dread the thought 
If you forget you car-keys inside the car and you leave the car open, you will be punished. ς Punished by taking without 
ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜƴǘ ό¢²h/ύΚ 
Australia 
You may never leave your car keys in an unattended vehicle. - TWOC again 
It is illegal to walk on the right hand side of a footpath. 
Canada 
New Brunswick Provincial Laws, driving on the roads is not allowed! The color of house and garage doors is regulated by 
city by-laws (a purple door gets you a fine). 
You can't work on your car in the street. ς Especially if you have a purple garage door! 
You may not park a car in such a way that it is blocking your own driveway. 
"For Sale" signs are not permitted in the windows of moving vehicles. ς L ōŜǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ άCƻǊ {ŀƭŜέ ǎƛƎƴǎ ǎƘƻƻǘ ǳǇ ŀǘ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ 
lights! 
China 
Beijing Drivers of power-driven vehicles who stop at pedestrian crossings are liable to a fine of up to five yuan, or a 
warning. Article 40 of the Beijing Traffic Laws. - Wǳǎǘ Ƴƻǿ ΨŜƳ Řƻǿƴ! 
Saudi Arabia 
A woman may not drive a car. ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŀƭǘȅ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎΧ5ŜŀǘƘΚ -  
From Jiddah to Ryadh there are two highways: one for Muslims, another for "infidels". If a Muslim is accompanied by an 
"infidel", both are required to use the highway for infidels. 
Asia 
Singapore: It is illegal to come within 50 meters of a pedestrian crossing the street. - ¢ƘŜȅΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ŀ ŦƛƴŜ 
art!  
South Korea: Traffic Police are required to report all bribes that they receive from motorists. ς Yea right! 
Thailand: You must wear a shirt while driving a car. - bƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜΧΦΦƧǳǎǘ ŀ ǎƘƛǊǘΚ 

Weird traffic laws ðIan Carroll  
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HIGHWAY CODE 
1. Name one of the advantages of a vehicle with anti-lock braking? 
  (Highway Code Rule 120) 
2. What is the national speed limit for a car towing a caravan or trailer on a single carriageway road?                
  (Highway Code Rule 124)  
3.  How does your attitude affect your driving?        

 (Highway Code Rule 147) 
ROADCRAFT 
1. How does speed affect observation?   
 (Page 26 Roadcraft) 
2. What are the four key principles of safe cornering? 
  (Pages 118 Roadcraft)  
3. What is meant by acceleration sense? 
 (Page 64 Roadcraft)  
For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated.   
Rememberτyou may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit! 

This question has been asked before but a recent event in 
Scotland brought it to the fore again a couple of weeks ago.  
 Helensburgh is a pleasant town north of Glasgow and I 
parked on a slightly sloping street in the shopping area 
parallel to the kerb in the second space from the front of 
the parking area. When I returned it was raining and there 
was an empty space ahead of my car. Preparing to move 
off, I had got as far as starting the engine and I was about 
to put on my seatbelt, when a Toyota Yaris swung in rather 
too quickly towards the kerb ahead of me. This car then 
began to reverse into the space ahead of me. Thinking the 
ŘǊƛǾŜǊ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǘƛŎŜ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ΨƭƛǾŜΩΣ L ǎǿƛǘŎƘŜŘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ 
wipers and lights in the vain hope that the driver would 
stop short, let me out and take my empty space leaving a 
space ahead again.  
 The driver did not notice, got out and slammed her 
door. Her car then slowly reversed towards me. Knowing I 
had about six feet between my car and the one parked 
behind I began to reverse while pipping my horn. This 
startled both the pedestrians around and, luckily, the Yaris 
driver who quickly opened her door and yanked the 
handbrake on. She then burst out laughing while facing her 
startled audience on the pavement. 
 I took a dim view of this, especially the laughter, and I 
must admit that I chided the driver, though politely, for her 
carelessness. I told her to always park in gear with the 
handbrake on: she said she always did. I said she evidently 
did not. My precious Mini Cooper D (58 mpg, nippy with 
and go-kart handling) narrowly escaped a frontal low speed 

impact. 
 L ƭŀǘŜǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ ƛŦ ΩaǊǎ ¸ŀǊƛǎΩ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
footbrake firmly before pulling up the handbrake so that 
the brake shoes were not applied firmly against the brake 
drum. I used to have a Yaris and that advice is in the 
handbook. Another reason for the many other rollbacks are 
hot rear brake discs slowly cooling off and releasing 
pressure ς that happened in the early hours after my new 
neighbour moved in, his VW GTi moved from his slightly 
sloping drive across our cul-de-sac after he went to bed! 
Recently a lady was killed by her car running over her on 
her drive as she de-iced the windscreen, I remember a child 
ŘǊƻǿƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ǇŀǊƪ ǇƻƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ŎŀǊ ǊƻƭƭŜŘ 
downhill with her in the car. There have been many other 
similar incidents over the years but parking in gear has 
never been advised except on hills.  
 Why not also on slopes? Why not always when parked? 
A child or old person could very easily have been crushed 
as they crossed the road between my car and the Yaris. 
Increasingly cars cannot be started unless the clutch is 
depressed, so the alleged danger of engaging the starter 
when in gear is a poor argument ς it always was! 
 The only advantage in parking with just the handbrake 
on seems to be to prevent transmission damage if struck 
from behind while parked at the kerb. Do you leave your 
automatic in park or neutral? If you have an opinion on this 
matter please share it with us in MAINBEAM. 

Tonyôs quizðTony Richardson  

Do you park in gear?  
Mike Beavan discusses the merits of parking in gear 
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