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Obituary to Margaret Dyson  
Margaret Dyson, for many years  an active and loyal 

Group member has died.   Margaret joined the Group as 

an Associate in the days when we ran Courses from 

Werneth School in  Oldham. 

 

Peter Croft and I were the organisers at that time and I 

ÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚɯËÈàȭɯɯɯ$ßÛÙÌÔÌÓàɯ

well spoken with beautifully enunciated vowels, more 

pronounced as it was among the more obvious local 

grammar and pronunciation.   Always a very private 

person Margaret did nothing to dispel the image of 

being somewhat aloof.   What a deception that was! 

 

Discussing the new intake of Associates after that first 

ÔÌÌÛÐÕÎȮɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯ(ɯËÌÊÐËÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯÞÈÚɯÈɯȿÚÖÍÛɯ

ÚÖÜÛÏÌÙÕÌÙɀȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯËÜÉÉÌËɯÏÌÙɯȿ3ÏÌɯ'ÌÈËÔÐÚÛÙÌÚÚɀȭɯɯɯ3ÏÈÛɯ

was not a day for being right, for far from being from 

ËÖÞÕɯÚÖÜÛÏȮɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÔÖÙÌɯÓÖÊÈÓɯ

ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÉÌÌÕɯÉÖÙÕɯÐÕɯÕÌÈÙÉàɯ&ÙÖÛÛÖÕȭɯɯɯ2ÏÌɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÈɯ

teacher, but that nick-name stuck with her for many 

years, although only between Peter and I initially, for 

many years.   It was even referred to by the vicar, at her 

funeral which was held at the Parish Church in 

Uppermill.  

 

Margaret gained a Silver on her first RoSPA test and 

joined the Group Committee where she in turn, carried 

out the duties of Associate Organiser, Treasurer and 

"ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕȮɯɯɯ8ÌÚȮɯɁÊÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɂȮɯÍÖÙɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯÏÈËɯÕÖɯÛÙÜÊÒɯ

ÍÖÙɯÍÈÕÊàɯÛÐÛÓÌÚɯÚÜÊÏɯÈÚɯɀ"ÏÈÐÙÓÈËàɀɯÖÙɯȿ"ÏÈÐÙ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀɯÖÙɯ

ȿ"ÏÈÐÙɀȮɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÓÈÉÌÓÚɯÐÕɯÝÖÎÜÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÐÔÌȭɯɯɯ ɯ

stickler for Group protocol and integrity, Margaret was 

appalled at any breaches of grammar (I know this to my 

cost during my stint as editor of the Group Newsletter!).   

In contrast however, she was very laid back about her 

own driving ability, being more than content with her 

test Grade.   I decided to do something about this, and at 

one Group meeting I had the opportunity when driving 

standards was the general topic.   Margaret said 

ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÓÐÒÌɯɁÐÍɯÈÓÓɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÏÈËɯÛÖɯÛÈÒÌɯÖÜÙɯÛÌÚÛɯÛÏÌɯ

ÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ ÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯ ÞÖÜÓËɯ ÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯ ËÙÈÔÈÛÐÊÈÓÓàȭɂɯ ɯ ɯ (ɯ

ÈÎÙÌÌËȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯɁÌÝÌÕɯÐÍɯÛÏÌàɯÈÓÓɯÖÕÓàɯÈÊÏÐÌÝÌËɯÈɯ!ÙÖÕáÌȭɂɯɯɯ

+ÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛȮɯ(ɯÈËËÌËȮɯɁ8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯÖÕɯ

your Silver, but look at the difference in your driving 

ÚÐÕÊÌɯÑÖÐÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜ×ȵɂɯɯ3ÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÌÕÖÜÎÏɯÖÍɯÈɯÚ×ÜÙɯÍÖÙɯ

Margaret, and soon after Margaret and I met up outside 

Stalybridge station one Sunday afternoon, immediately 

prior to her imminent re -test, and went for a drive.   She 

took me to task for my remarks, but went on to gain her 

Gold, which she retained from then on.  

 

Margaret was such an active worker within and for the 

Group, that her sudden announcement that she was 

retiring, stunned those of us who knew her.   With 

hindsight though, this was typical of Margaret, for she 

ÒÕÌÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÏÌɯÏÈËɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯÚÐÎÕÚɯÖÍɯ ÓáÏÌÐÔÌÙɀÚɯËÐÚÌÈÚÌȮɯ

ÉÜÛɯÏÈËÕȿÛɯÛÖÓËɯÈÕàÉÖËàɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌȭɯɯɯɯ

On her retirement from active Group membership, 

Margaret was made an Honorary Group member in 

2004. 

 

Margaret was married to Brian and they lived in 

Uppermill, where both had been active members of the 

community, and their two daughters, Jill and Fiona lived 

nearby, but sadly Margaret died in hospital at the age of 

76 on 16th September.  

 

Instead of flowers mourners were asked to make 

donations to RoSPA, and subsequently a cheque was 

sent to the Group for the sum of £361. 

 

John Holland  

Group President 



 

MAINBEAM A u t u m n  2 0 0 9  

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
a
n

c
h
e

s
te

r 
G

ro
u
p
 R

o
A

D
A

R
 

2 

By Lee Davies  

 

Men take greater risks after car 
breakdowns!  

 Department for Transport 

statistics show that men are three 

times as likely to be killed or 

injured on the hard shoulder than 

women . According to Department 

for Transport (DfT) records, 2,058 

men were killed or injured on the 

motorway hard shoulder between 

1994 and 2008, compared with 768 

women.  The deaths and injuries 

are related to car breakdowns at the 

roadside. 

 Although men do travel more 

than women, DfT statistics reveal 

that the difference is only 20% - not 

enough to explain the additional 

casualties. The difference is due to 

men being more likely to attempt to 

investigate the problem, rather than 

moving a safe distance from the car 

and awaiting professional rescue as 

road safety agencies advise. 

 According to Philip Hodson, 

Fellow of the British Association for 

Counselling and Psychotherapy: 

'Men tend to be ego-driven, 

meaning that they prefer to be seen 

as the rescuer in situations like a car 

breakdown. They will, more often 

than not, tend to believe that they 

can fix the problem even if, in 

ÙÌÈÓÐÛàȮɯÛÏÌàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÕɯÉÌÎÐÕɯÛÖɯ

ÊÖÔ×ÙÌÏÌÕËɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÙɀÚɯÛÌÊÏÕÖÓÖÎàȭ 

 Women, on the other hand, are 

more realistic ɬ about their own 

technical competence, the danger 

involved in the situation or even 

ÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

hands dirty. So they are naturally 

more inclined to follow the safety 

rules.' 

 Whatever the reason, such 

situations are not helped by the fact 

that, unlike other European 

countries, the UK does not require 

drivers to carry high visibility 

clothing in the car at all times in 

case of an emergency. 

 A study suggests that high -

visibility clothing can offer up to a 

400% increase in the distance at 

which other road users can see 

people at the roadside (Auto 

Express, October 2007), which is 

particularly relevant in the darker 

winter months.  

 According to further DfT 

statistics from 2008, collisions at 

night are twice as likely to lead to a 

fatality compared with those 

happening in daylight.  

 
Too many drivers running out of fuel 
on motorways  

The Highways Agency is calling 

on drivers to check their fuel 

levels before setting off on 

journeys after more than 15,000 

ËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÉÙÖÒÌɯËÖÞÕɯÖÕɯ$ÕÎÓÈÕËɀÚɯ

motorways over a 12-month period 

after running out of fuel . 

 Breaking down on the motorway 

causes disruption to journeys and 

road users can put themselves as 

well as other drivers at risk. To 

reduce the inconvenience and also 

the hazards involved, the Agency, 

supported by the Driving Standards 

Agency, is calling on drivers to 

check their fuel levels before setting 

off on journeys.  

 Agency figures show that 15,788 

ËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÙÈÕɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÍÜÌÓɯÖÕɯ$ÕÎÓÈÕËɀÚɯ

motorways between 1 July 2008 and 

30 June 2009 ɬ an average of 43 

every day. 

 3ÏÌɯ 'ÐÎÏÞÈàÚɯ  ÎÌÕÊàɀÚɯ

Director of Network Operations, 

#ÌÙÌÒɯ3ÜÙÕÌÙȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ3ÏÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯÖÍɯ

people breaking down simply 

because they have run out of fuel is 

ÈÓÈÙÔÐÕÎȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÕÖÛɯÖÕÓàɯÏÈáÈÙËÖÜÚɯÛÖɯ

the driver and passengers, but to 

other road users as well, especially 

if the vehicle has to stop in a live 

lane. 

 Ɂ6ÌɯÞÈÕÛɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈÞÈÙÌɯÖÍɯ

the risks and also to encourage 

them to check their fuel level before 

ÛÏÌàɯÚÌÛɯÖÍÍȭɯ(ÛɀÚɯÐÔ×ÖÙÛÈÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÍɯ

you are travelling over long 

distances, that you continually 

ÔÖÕÐÛÖÙɯàÖÜÙɯÍÜÌÓɯÓÌÝÌÓȭɂ 

 3ÏÌɯ#ÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ2ÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯ ÎÌÕÊàɀÚɯ

Director for Safer Driving, Trevor 

6ÌËÎÌȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ1ÜÕÕÐÕÎɯÖÜÛɯÖÍɯÍÜÌÓɯ

on a motorway can be a risky 

business. Stopping on the hard 

shoulder will place you and your 

passengers in a vulnerable situation 

that could be avoided. 

 Ɂ,ÈÒÌɯÚÜÙÌɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯ×ÓÌÕÛàɯÖÍɯ

fuel for your journey before driving 

on to a motorway and don't let the 

fuel in your tank run too low. Fill 

up well before the gauge reaches 

empty and before the warning light 

comes on. 

 Ɂ1ÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ ÈÛɯ

higher speeds, especially when 

overtaking, will use more fuel and 

there can sometimes be quite some 

distance between service stations. 

Don't be tempted to try to complete 

àÖÜÙɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàɯÖÕɯÈɯÓÖÞɯÛÈÕÒȭɂ 

 3ÏÌɯ  ÎÌÕÊàɀÚɯ ÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯ ÖÍÍÐÊÌÙÚȮɯ

who patrol the motorways, are also 

surprised about having to help road 

users because they are without fuel. 

 

From the Chair  



 

MAINBEAM A u t u m n  2 0 0 9  

By John Holland  

 
At what point is the use of a 

mobile phone whilst driving 

dangerous?    I ask this because 

Manchester solicitor Nick (Mr 

Loophole) Freeman has successfully 

defended a client who was accused 

of using a voice recorder whilst 

driving.   The defence was that the 

ÈÊÊÜÚÌËɯ ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÏÖÓËÐÕÎɯ Èɯ

conversation, but merely dictating 

notes to himself. 

 From the report that I read it was 

not clear if the recorder was hands-

ÍÙÌÌȰɯÉÜÛɯÚÜ××ÖÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚÕȿÛȮɯ

do we then assume that in the views 

of the law it is not the act of 

operating the controls one-handed 

whilst using the recorder that is in 

itself dangerous, but the action of 

holding a conversation at the same 

time.  Previously well -publicised 

c a s e s  i n c l u d e  s u c c e s s f u l 

prosecutions against drivers who 

were deemed not to be in control of 

their motor vehicle because they 

were eating a sandwich at the time. 

 Now I read that merely talking 

on a mobile phone whilst walking, 

makes the user oblivious of their 

surroundings.  Researchers watched 

pedestrian traffic crossing a campus 

at Western Washington University 

in America and recorded their 

actions.  The users were found to 

meander, rather than walk in a 

straight line, and they failed to 

acknowledge other pedestrians.   

Furthermore, when a clown dressed 

in a purple and yellow shirt, 

outsized shoes and a big red nose, 

riding a unicycle was introduced 

into the scene, the phone users still 

ËÐËÕɀÛɯÕÖÛÐÊÌɯÏÐÔȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÔÈÕɯÞÏÖɯÓÌËɯ

the research, psychologist Professor 

Ira Hyman has named this habit as 

ȿÈÛÛÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÉÓÐÕËÕÌÚÚɀȭɯɯɯ/ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÔÖÙÌɯ

significantly for our collective 

interest though, he claims that this 

provides further evidence that using 

a mobile phone whilst driving is 

ËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚȭɯɯɁ$ÝÌÕɯÈɯÚÐÔ×ÓÌɯÛÈÚÒɯÈÚɯ

practised as walking can be 

disrupted by mobile phone 

ÊÖÕÝÌÙÚÈÛÐÖÕÚɂȮɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭ 

 What next?   Mr Freeman called 

in to defend a driver for giving a 

commentary whilst scratching his 

ear? 

 
WHAT A SCRAP!  

 The scrappage scheme appears 

to be successfully removing the 

rusting heaps from our roads.   At 

what stage though, would you 

consider turning in your beloved 

(car, that is), in order to help finance 

your new model?    

 One such car handed in for 

crushing was a 1958 Morris Minor 

to enable the owner to get a £6,000 

discount on the purchase of a 

Hyundai Coupe at a Gatwick 

dealership.  Fortunately not all 

hearts in the motor trade are made 

of stone, for it was realised that this 

Minor was too major a vehicle to be 

made into a metal cube.  Although 

the car with 36,494 miles on the 

ÊÓÖÊÒɯ ÞÈÚÕɀÛɯ ÞÖÙÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÔÖÕÌÛÈÙàɯ

value (£6,000), it was described as 

ÉÌÐÕÎɯÐÕɯȿÔÜÚÌÜÔɯØÜÈÓÐÛàɀɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕɯ

by an independent expert. 

 So the Gatwick dealership and 

the authorised treatment facility 

(the scrap yard), decided to combine 

their kind hearts  to save the 

vehicle.    Even though it could not 

be legally put back on the road as 

the DVLA had already issued a 

certificate of destruction, all is not 

lost, for it can still be used as a static 

display.   Therefore the two 

c o m p a n i e s  a r e  i n v i t i n g 

organisations who can put the 

vehicle to good use to contact them, 

and the one which puts up a good 

case can get to use the vehicle for 

free.  

 
TIGHTENING THE GRIP ON THE 
UNINSURED 

 It is estimated that there about 2 

million uninsured drivers on the 

roads of the UK, despite the 

deterrent of a maximum fine of 

£5,000 and six to eight penalty 

points.   Each year about 300,000 

drivers are convicted of the offence. 

 Now Road Safety Minister Paul 

Clark has announced a crack down 

and it will be an offence to keep an 

uninsured vehicle, a significant step 

ÍÙÖÔɯɀÑÜÚÛɀɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÞÏÌÕɯÜÕÐÕÚÜÙÌËȭ 

 Paul Clark says that each year 

uninsured and untraced drivers kill 

160 people and injure 23,000, and 

uninsured drivers cost law -abiding 

motorists more than £400 million in 

extra premiums.   Having already 

stepped-up the pressure to drive the 

uninsured off the road with  such 

initiatives as increased police 

powers and the use of number plate 

recognition cameras which, it is 

claimed, have already been 

responsible for the seizure of 

uninsured vehicles EVERY DAY, 

this new scheme of searching out 

ÜÕÐÕÚÜÙÌËɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚɯɁÞÐÓÓɯÓÌÈÝÌɯÛÏÌÔɯ

ÕÖÞÏÌÙÌɯÛÖɯÏÐËÌȭɂ 

 

 

Keep Space. 
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This, that and tôother 



 

MAINBEAM A u t u m n  2 0 0 9  

 
 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
a
n

c
h
e

s
te

r 
G

ro
u
p
 R

o
A

D
A

R
 

4 

Bits ónô Bobs 
By Alan Yates  
 

A whole host of questions have 

recently flitted through my mind 

( no comments please), regarding 

passengers. Does your passenger(s) 

influence the way you drive? Do 

you, as a passenger have an 

influence on the driver? I ask these 

questions because of incidents that 

have happened to me over the last 

twelve months.  

 

(ɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÙÓàɯËÙÐÝÌɯɁɯÞÐÛÏɂɯÈÕËɯɁÈÚɂɯÈɯ

passenger. On occasions when 

driving I have verbally commented 

on other drivers actions as well as 

my own, also the situations that are 

happening around me. I am sure 

most of us do it to some extent or 

other. So the point I ask is, in either 

situation, does what you do have a 

bearing on other folks in the car? 

 

I have noticed that one driver has 

suddenly taken to observing the 

speed limits even to the extent of 

ÈÚÒÐÕÎɯÞÏÌÕɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎȮɯɁ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯ

Ú×ÌÌËɯÓÐÔÐÛɯÕÖÞȳɂȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÚÖɯÈɯ

ÔÈÙÒÌËɯ ËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÊÌɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ ɁÎÈ×ɂɯ

between our vehicle and the one in 

front. In another vehicle there was 

always a tendency to exceed the 

posted speed limit by as much as 10 

m.p.h. This has come down and we 

do not light up as many speed 

aware flashing signs as we used to 

do. 

 

Neither of these drivers are 

interested in joining our group or 

any other group for that matter. I 

ÑÜÚÛɯÏÖ×Ìɯ(ɯËÖÕɅÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯÈÚɯɁɯ

×ÙÌÈÊÏÐÕÎɂɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔȮɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ

ÞÖÙËÚȮɯɁ3ÏÌàɯÈÙÌɯÎÖÖËɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɂȭɯ(ɯ

can not even get my own family to 

take part in advanced driving, so I 

have little chance in persuading 

friends to join. I don't think it is 

cost, just a matter of taking that 

dammed test again, and being 

exposed to some criticism. One or 

two drivers who have taken a 

driver improvement course all said 

it was a wake- up call for them, and 

they had forgotten most of the 

Highway Code, not even realising 

that there was a new? one out. 

 

I pose the question again. Do you 

have an influence on others within 

a vehicle environment? 

 

I would be interested in what others 

think.  

  

Group Member Aldene Woodward will speak about the SAVER approach to dealing with road traffic 

collisions and talk about the way fire fighters approach road crashes. Aldene's talk will include a description of 

the equipment used to free trapped victims and the challenges and hazards facing fire fighters who attend such 

incidents.  

 

Steve McKay will be talking about the challenges facing LGV drivers. This will be an entertaining and 

informative insight into the life of LGV drivers and their interaction with other road users.  

 

The talk will appeal to any road user, powered or not, so come along to an entertaining and informative 

evening.  

 

!ÌÚÛɯÖÍɯÈÓÓȮɯÐÛɀÚɯÍÙÌÌȵ 

Social Evening, 12
th

 November 2009  

Social Evening, 9
th

 February 2010  
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By John Holland  
 

If you are like me I bet you like to 

be indulged occasionally ȭɯɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

just mean when I am seriously ill 

with man -flu and croaking for pen 

and paper to write down my last 

requests.   No, I mean things like 

being able to watch the channel 

showing a football match instead of 

ÞÈÛÊÏÐÕÎɯ ȿ"ÖÙÖÕÈÛÐÖÕɯ 2ÛÙÌÌÛɀȭɯ ɯ .Ùɯ

being allowed to drive the car on 

my route instead of the one which 

appears to be shorter on the map 

and which is also backed up by the 

SatNav.  Yes, those examples are 

fine and not in the least bit 

patronising.  

 Sometimes though I sense being 

indu lged wi th a h in t of 

patronisation when I lead the 

second theory evening for our 

Associates.   For it is on this evening 

that I introduce ways of keeping 

out of trouble when driving, and 

bring in the very simple, basic 

×ÏÐÓÖÚÖ×ÏàɯÛÏÈÛɯɁ(ÍɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯ2×ÈÊÌɯ

àÖÜɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÊÙÈÚÏɂȭɯɯɯ#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯ

showing photographic examples I 

always feel a wave of indulgence 

sweeping towards me with the 

ÊÖÓÓÌÊÛÐÝÌɯ ÔÌÚÚÈÎÌɯ Ɂ.Ïɯ ÏÌɯ ÔÌÈÕÚɯ

ÞÌÓÓȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÚÕɀÛɯÏÌɯÕÈĈÝÌȵɂ 

 6ÌÓÓɯÕÖÞɯ(ɀÔɯÝÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌËȵɯɯɯ 

 In the morning papers of 

October 22nd was the story of the 

imprisonment for four and a half 

years of one Mohammed Patel for 

his lucrative habit of allowing 

following vehicles to crash into 

him.   A favourite stretch of road to 

carry out this practice was on a 

roundabout on the A34 in the 

Cheadle area.   It is claimed that the 

24 year old made £46,000 in three 

years in this conspiracy to defraud, 

covering at least a total of 700 false 

claims.   His technique was to drive 

a short distance into the 

roundabout and then slam on the 

brakes, causing the following driver 

to crash into him, and invariably 

that second driver would accept 

liability without question.  

 8ÖÜɀÓÓɯÎÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÑÜÚÛɯ

done for fun; Patel charged 

customers £500 a time to inflict this 

damage to their cars, and then they 

would tell their insurance company 

that they had been driving and sue 

the innocent motorists for damages 

and injuries which worked out at 

an average of £17,000. 

 In summing up, Judge Bernard 

Lever said that fraudulent 

insurance claims cost the industry 

£1.9 billion a year which equates to 

ÈÉÖÜÛɯȟƘƝɯÛÖɯÌÝÌÙàɯÚÐÕÎÓÌɯÔÖÛÖÙÐÚÛɀÚɯ

insurance premium.  

 -ÖÞɯȹ(ɀÔɯÚÖÙÙàȮɯÉÜÛɯÚÔÜÎÕÌÚÚɯÐÚɯ

forcing itself upon me), none of 

those crashes would have occurred 

if there had been Space between the 

vehicles!  

  

 Keep space! 
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Indulge me!  

Deer Aware  
By Lee Davies  
 

Deer Aware has been developed through the Deer 

Initiative to increase awareness amongst the public 

of the risk of vehicle collisions with deer . The need 

for this was highlighted by the results of the Deer 

Vehicle Collisions (DVC) project which was conducted 

to determine the scale of the problem. It is estimated 

that in Britain there are 74,000 DVCs a year and 

between the years 2000 and 2005 there were 20 people 

killed and 134 seriously injured.  

 A Driver Information Programme has been 

produced and made freely available through the deer 

initiative to raise awareness of the issue. The material 

contains a combination of artwork, radio adverts and 

website banner. The choice of different products has 

been chosen to allow for seasonal and regional 

differences.  

 This is also demonstrated by the radio adverts 

which are of varying length and have seasonal 

differences to allow for a more focused local 

campaign. The radio commercials that are voiced by 

the well known presenter John Craven and also give 

advice on when it is most likely that you will 

encounter a deer and what you should do if you see 

one in the road. All the material has been designed so 

when used as part of a local initiative they serve as a 

reminder to drivers that deer are active in their area 

and for the need to be vigilant to avoid a collision or 

reduce the severity if one does occur. Further 

information can be found at www.deeraware.org.uk  
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On 16th August, members of Manchester Group of 

RoADAR turned out in force to support a local 

community enterprise.  

 

Manchester Group car section organises 3 advanced 

driving Courses each year, comprising 8 Sunday 

sessions together with 3 theory evenings.   The bike 

section organises training by appointment, depending 

on tutor availability.  

 

The last Associate Sunday of the car May Course 

coincided with an invitation to attend the Offerton 

Community Fun Day on the outskirts of Stockport.  

 

Two of the younger Committee members, Debbie 

McNamara and Rebecca McCabe, both of whom were 

themselves car Associates a short time ago, organised 

ÛÏÌɯ &ÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯ ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕȮɯ ÞÏÐÊÏɯ ÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯ Èɯ

competition for visitors to the event.  

Rebecca and Debbie outside the Manchester Group    
Stand 

 

Greater Manchester Police joined the Group stand 

with a traffic car driven by PC Mark Bateson and an 

unmarked motorcycle ridden by PC Nathan Wroe, 

ÞÏÖɯÈ×ÈÙÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËɯȿ/ÖÓÐÊÌɀɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÏÌÓÔÌÛɯÞÈÚɯ

not easily identifiable as a police officer. 

 

The competition devised by Becky and Debbie tested 

drivers on their ability to judge the overall stopping 

distance of a motor car travelling at 30mph, with a tie -

breaker question for which the winner received a 

complimentary place on the September Course.   One 

ËÙÐÝÌÙɯÞÏÖɯÞÈÚɯÐÕÝÐÛÌËɯÛÖɯȿÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÎÖɀȮɯËÌÊÓÐÕÌËȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎɯ

ÛÏÈÛɯÏÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖȭɯɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯÈÚÒÌËɯÛÖɯÎÐÝÌɯÈɯÝÌÙÉÈÓɯ

answer anyway he said the answer was 11 metres! 

 

The Group took advantage of the gazebo display unit 

provided by RoSPA and converted another cast-off 

display for Group and RoSPA promotion.  

Some of the Manchester Group volunteers who helped out 
on the day 

 

Debbie, Rebecca and John discuss the item on the event 
programme 

 

 

 

Fun for All!  



 

MAINBEAM A u t u m n  2 0 0 9  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
a
n

c
h
e

s
te

r 
G

ro
u
p
 R

o
A

D
A

R
 

7 

Motorcycle Section Test Successes  

By  Lee Davies  

                                               

Motorcycle stakeholders have expressed their 

concerns to the Transport Committee about the 

introduction of the new two -part motorcycle test. The 

new motorcycle test was originally scheduled for 

introduction in October 2008, but this was delayed 

until April 2009. The delay was a result of concerns 

raised by key motorcycle organisations.  

 

Module1 of the new test comprises a package of 

specified manoeuvres including the well -publicised 

swerve test, while module 2 comprises 30 minutes of 

on-road riding. In order to accommodate the new test 

the DSA has introduced a number of multi -purpose 

test centres. 

 

When the DSA announced the changes, stakeholders 

and riders expressed grave concerns about the 

complexity of module 1 and the lack of test centres. 

Some candidates face a round journey of more than 60 

miles and on arrival are required to swerve and stop, 

sometimes on a wet and slippery surface. 

 

Stakeholders responded with written evidence to the 

Transport Committee and focused on the issue of rider 

safety while taking the test, and while travelling to the 

test centre. 

 

We look forward to the publication of the final report 

ÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÔÔÐÛÛÌÌɀÚɯÙÌÊÖÔÔÌÕËÈÛÐÖÕÚɯɬ meanwhile 

what do our RoADAR biker s think of the new test? 

Manchester Group bike section members Alan Tainsh and Cliff Williams  recently passed the RoSPA Tutor 

exam and existing tutor Mike Reilly  passed as an Advanced Tutor.    

 

The Group is grateful to RoSPA regional examiner Martin Ostick  for preparing the 3 candidates for the exams. 

 

Over a period of nearly six weeks, all three candidates completed on-the-road training sessions totalling almost 

30 hours in the saddle together with theory sessions which culminated in each candidate having to give a 30 

minute classroom presentation and sit a 25-question written examination.    

 

3ÏÌɯÍÐÕÈÓɯ×ÙÈÊÛÐÊÈÓɯÙÐËÐÕÎɯÛÌÚÛɯÞÈÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÙÌÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚȯɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÖɯÈÚÚÌÚÚɯÛÏÌɯÙÐËÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯ,ÈÙÛÐÕɀÚɯÊÖÓÓÌÈÎÜÌÚɯ

(a serving motorcycle instructor), who acted as an inexperienced rider, with Martin following behind to 

appraise the candidate.   Secondly, each candidate had to give a demonstration ride at Gold standard which 

was finally followed by an assessment of each candidates riding ability.  

óGrave concernsô over new Motorcycle L-test  

Group 50/50  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, September 2009 

First, No  5, Brian Dyson  drawn by Harry Marsden  

Second, No 12, Alan Yates  drawn by Tony Richardson   

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, October 2009 

First, No 28, Phil Harrison  drawn by Anne Sheppeck 

Second, No 18 Ivy Morris  drawn by Christine Adams  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, November 2009 

First, No 12, Alan Burton  drawn by Mike Singleton  

Second, No 36, Liz Barnham  drawn by Jen Woodhead 
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 Tonyôs Quiz 
By Tony Richardson  

 
HIGHWAY CODE 

1. What are the precautions to take when joining a motorway ? 
  (Highway Code Rule 259) 

2. Coasting relates to a vehicle travelling in neutral or with the clutch pressed down ɬ what effect does this 

have on the control of the vehicle?                
  (Highway Code Rule 122)  

3.  When must you not overtake ?        
 (Highway Code Rule 274)  
 

ROADCRAFT 

1. What are the requirements relating to the correct seating position for drivers ?           
 (Page 78 Roadcraft) 

2. How can you recognise the commonest causes of a skid? 
  (Page 87 Roadcraft)  
3. What is the range of signals you have available and the problems you might have from other driverôs signals ? 

 (Page 124 Roadcraft)  
 

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated.  

Rememberɭyou may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit!  

September Car Course Associates  
Welcome to the following September car course Associates: 

 

Mark Durband , Stockport 

Anne Sheppeck , Hyde     

Jen Woodhead, Marple   

Ken Smart , Plumley 

Francesca Hannah,  Stockport   

Harry Marsden , Romiley  

Chris Chamberlain , Didsbury   

Christine Adams , Chadderton 

Michael Hartshorn , Chester 

Congratulations to the following Associates on the May car course who passed the Advanced  Driving test:  

Simon Greenwood , Gold 

Michael Holmes , Gold 

Barry Hazell -Scott, Gold 

Sally Scott , Gold 

Andrew Carter -Sweeney, Silver 

Arnold Kirk , Gold 

Charlie Guthrie , Gold 

Congratulations!  


