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Congratulations!

The test candidates on the May car course were of a very high standard, which showed in the excellent

test resultsy POwi EECwUOT T Ul whl Ul wUOTT wEI U0wUIT UUOGUUwPRI zYI
following Associates:

Austyn Blackman , Gold Mike Pickering , Gold
Rob Dawson, Gold Alex Platt , Gold

Costa Lambrias, Gold Carol Sahinbas, Gold
Hayley -Rose Leigh-Starling , Gold Jim Wakeley, Gold
Tricia Parry , Silver Aldene Woodward , Gold

Congratulations also to our Secretary, Debbie McNamara , who passed at Gold on her recent retest, as
did our Associate Organiser Sheila Entwistle . Well done to you all!

50/50 Club 2008/09 Season In thls Issue

To raise funds for social events, Manchester Group s uws HaVe you checked the expiry date of your

operates a 50/50 club. 50% of the proceeds go to the social Kl driving licence recently? If you have a

fund. with th inder bei d . The G photocard like the one shown here you

und, wi e remainder being used as prizes. The Group OEawi EVI wloOnwwl __ EEw+] |
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entered in the draw that takes place on the first Associate

Sunday of the month. The winners each month are the first Are you frustrated by in -car electronic gadgets? Some seem to be

two drawn out of the hat. There is no limit to the number of O00UY1 ws ®001 0081 1 60Uz wyJehdHollshd WE DY
o . thinks so, anyway. See his article onPage 3

shares each participant can have and the scheme is open to

Group Members, Associates, their family and friends. (T wadUz Ul wei i 1T EVUT BEwEAwWOT T wxUOxCE

The start of the next 50/50 year starts on the first pass, then Alan Yates has another tale of woe for you onpage 4
Associate Sunday in November. If you would like to take ,

t int the Aoplicati = th back f thi On Page 5John Holland gives an
part, prin e App 'C_a an orm on the ) back page o IS account of his pleasurable driving
newsletter and send it with payment to Simon Smart before  experiences during a recent holiday on
31st October. Please make cheques payable ttManchester Guernsey.

Group Social Account .

Sheila Entwistle was at our recent Quiz Night and gives her
account of the event onPage §

G I’OU p SOClaI Tony Richardson challenges you to try his quiz on Page 7
The next Group Social will be held at Woodley Civic Hall on 14th
October, starting at 7.45pm for 8.00pm. FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, August

First, No 14 Margaret Dyson , drawn by Rob Dawson
Group Observer Trainer Martin Robinson, who is Area Manager, = Second, No 20David Bialick , drawn by Alex Platt
Arriva North West & Wales will talk about the demanding FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, September
OUEDPOPOT wuUi gUPUI 6iF OUUwWUT EU wWE wC First, No 6 Terry Moore , drawn by Nick Ashworth
passenger transport industry. Second, No 4Paul Williams, JP , drawn by Scott Cowap
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From the Chair

your insurance is due, with your renewal DVLA figures reveal that while 16,136
premium figure. The company guarantees to expired this summer, so far only 11,566 drivers
insure you for 25% less than the premium you have renewed, leaving 4,570 outstanding. With

By Lee Davies

Advanced Observers

Manchester Group ROADAR

This month sees some of our Observers
undertaking the first ever Advanced Observer
qualification organised by the Group. It is a
qualification which is equivalent to the RoSPA
Diploma which is often considered to be the
highest driving standard available to civilian
drivers.

Whilst the RoSPA Diploma is aimed at
Approved Driving Instructors (ADIs) and is a
five day course, the Advanced Observer
qualification is just as intense although spread
over 8 training sessions. A special thank you goes
to Martin Robinson (our Observer Training
Officer), Mike Bevan and John Holland (Diploma
holders) for organising the training and good
luck to Hughie McAdam, Simon Smart, Tony
Richardson, Debbie McNamara and me(!) with
the training. We hope to be taking our Advanced
Observer tests in December.

Emergency!

We all know the telephone number for the
emergency services is 999 and many people are
aware that the European number 112 also puts
you through . But did you know the American
emergency number 911 also works in the UK?
This has proved useful for visitors to the UK and
this information comes courtesy of the West
Midlands RoADAR Group. The Greater
Manchester Police control room confirmed to me
that they do get a considerable number of calls
via 112 & 911¢ either the Yanks are taking over
or we Brits watch too many scary movies!

Adrian Flux - Insurance Discount

have been quoted, and in some cases the discount another 300,000 photocard licences due to expire

may be even bigger. The only stipulation is that
you must have had your own car insurance
policy during the previous year (rather than

being a named driver on someone else's policy)
and you must not have made a claim during that
time.

Craig Darwin of Adrian Flux Insurance says,
"Motorists who complete a RoSPA programme
have demonstrated a healthy attitude towards
road safety and responsible driving. They've
raised their skill levels and reduced their risk of
accidents and we feel they should be rewarded.
It's an innovative approach to offer such a large
discount. The public tend to think of the
insurance industry as taking rather than giving -
hopefully this will improve that perception.

There are no strings and no hidden charges:
"We want this to be totally transparent," says
Darwin. "If the scheme is successful then we're be
building up a pool of customers who are making
fewer claims which means we may be able to
reduce their premiums even more."

To learn more about the scheme visit
www.adrianflux.co.uk/ridedrive/rospa -
insurance.php or call Adrian Flux Insurance
Services on Free phone: 0800 089 0035.

3T DPUWPDUWEwWOI pwdl OET Uz
pleased to hear of your experiences of this offer.

Happy 10" Birthday Photocard!

Thousands of motorists risk being fined up to
£1,000 because they are unwittingly driving
without a valid licence . They have failed to spot

25% Discounton Your Car and Motorbike Insurancd@t their photocard licence automatically expires

with RoSPA and Adrian Flux Insurance Services.

RoOSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders develop
their driving skills to an advanced level, and so
add a whole new dimension to their road
driving experience . They also become
significantly safer drivers. Now RoSPA has
organised a scheme that recognises this by giving

after ten years and has to be renewed.

Motoring organisations said most drivers
believed, wrongly, that their new -style licence
was for life and blamed the Government for the
fiasco.

A mock-up driving licence from 1998 when
the photocards were launched shows the
imminent expiry date as item '4b'. They said

Ewl kuwEDUEOUOUWET EDOUU wdiciply, g faled 39 ayblicise ghipufest B i

car or motorbike insurance.

In doing so they have found an insurance
intermediary who were prepared to significantly
reward drivers and bikers who voluntarily
develop their motoring skills by offering them a
substantial discount. Adrian Flux Insurance
Services are delighted to announce they've now
achieved this with a new partnership with
ROSPA. Whether you drive a car or a ride a
motorcycle, you can now earn an impressive 25%
discount from your normal annual renewal by
calling Adrian Flux Insurance Services.

Once you've successfully passed the course,

photocard licences - unlike the old paper ones -

expire after a set period and must be renewed.
DRIVING LICENCE supleAto - pyrivers

2 CHRISTINE JOSEPHINE have to pay
3.02-07-75 LONDON £17.50 to
4. 02-1098 4b 01-10-08 4o DVLA .
W renew their
v!j. ROBIN 757026 CJ999 01 card. which
o S Shanls will  earn
8. 123 HIGH STREET, CITY PARK ESTATE,
CARDHAMPTON. 299 9XX t h e
o B,C1,01,BE,C1E,DIE, fk/,n,p Treasury

an estimated £437million over 25 years. The first
batch of ten-year photo licences was issued in
July 1998, and the confusion has come to light as

2 all you have to do is contact Adrian Flux when they startto expire.

over the coming year, the number of invalid
licences could soar. A total of 25million have
been issued.

At the heart of the confusion is the small
print on the credit card -size photo licence. Just
below the driver's name is a numbered series of
dates and details.

Number '4b' features a date in tiny writing
but the significance is explained only if the driver
turns over the card and reads the key on the back
which states that '4b' means 'licence valid to'.

Even more confusingly, a table on the rear of
the card sets out how long the driver is registered
to hold a licence - that is until their 70th
birthday.

Motorists who fail to renew their licences in
time are allowed to continue driving but the
DVLA says they could be charged with 'failing to
surrender their licence', an offence carrying a
£1,000 fine.
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4h: The small print on the back of the driving
licence is easy to miss

The DVLA said that the date of expiry was
carried on the new-style licences, but was unable
to say whether motorists were told the licences
would expire when they were first issued.

A spokesman said: ‘It is important that
photocards are updated every ten years to ensure
the police and other enforcement agencies can
identify whether a driving licence is being used
fraudulently.'

The agency is sending reminders to drivers
whose photocard is due to expire, and no one has
so far been charged with failing to surrender
thely ficence. The Association of British Insurers
and the Department for Transport said that
insurance cover was not affected if drivers failed
to update their photocard.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF LICENCES

M The driving licence was
introduced in1903. It was
available to anyone who
applied

M Driving tests were made
compulsory as a prerequisite
to getting alicence in1935

MW The old red licence was
replaced by a computer-
produced document in 1974

W Photocards were

introduced in 1998 and paper
licences were discontinued in


http://www.adrianflux.co.uk/ridedrive/rospa-insurance.php
http://www.adrianflux.co.uk/ridedrive/rospa-insurance.php

By John Holland

Let There be Light

Elsewhere | have mentioned that |
drove a Ford Fiesta recently. It had an
innovation which was new to me. It
came to light (really), when | drove into
a dark wooded car park, left the car

such an arduous task to apply the hand participating in the new initiative. [
brake and, if in a manual car, put the Primary schools throughout the %
gear lever into neutral?  What about borough have the opportunity to work O
the glare to the driver behind, PPUT wOiT 1 w" OUOEDO7 UL(JL’L Ol
especially at night. What about the measure the speed of traffic around CD
risk of the foot slipping on the their school and understand its impact
footbrake and the vehicle going into the on road safety. Local roads being g
EOEW%aEXX'EZWU"WOQEQ%&WMWw%%%&%ME&J5@@PWU|EwEUlwOEU0|gwé
that a driver who applies this 6 EUET z wUOEEwWUDT OUWEDE

check the car before walking away |
saw that the headlights were on. Odd.

| went back into the car and checked
the lights switch which was on Auto.

311 Ow(wUl EOPUT EwOI
cart when it went dark, as under those
trees, being on Auto the car decided
that | needed lights. Never mind that
ten yards further on there was a
clearing bathed in sunlight.

Then whilst out with an Associate
recently a similar thing happened. We
turned right at traffic lights to go up a
slight hill under trees and the Peugeot
in front was bathed in our headlights ¢
yes, the lights switch was on
Automatic.

When we next stopped for a chat
the Associate and | discussed the
merits of such a system. We both had
a point of view, but | am not convinced
that | would want such an addition; in

have to ask why.
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Is it because it is O wEl DOT ws EEUT 1 Uw(")@zl
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too close to the one in front.  Then if
you want a more financial reason not_to.

speed guns to record the speed of
vehicles.

Ed) Wik Uhbikol Wl St D(I@so DOl 24 help children understand

running (side) lights are intended to be
on for long periods, whereas brake
lights are not and will quickly burn out.

Then add to this line of thought the fact
that more and more vehicles have

complicated access to the lights cluster,

often needing a visit to a garage to
change the bulb, and not many of these
places do the job purely as a friendly
gesture.

To end on a more dynamic note, there
have been recorded incidents of road-
rage caused by a driver being blinded
by those brake lights.

Good Kid 8 Bad Kid
Stockport Council have launched a

the dangers, pupils examine the
information they have collected,
working out stopping distances and
even assessing the injuries that could
be received if hit at the highest, average
and lowest speeds recorded.

Life in the Fast Lane

A claim has been made that 60% of
motorists wish to see the 70mph limit
on dual-carriageways and motorways
raised.

RoadPilot say that 71% of those
questioned admitted breaking the
speed limit on more than a quarter of
all their journeys. These figures match
up with stats recently released by the

fact | am quite dogmatic that I would O] pw EEOxEDPT OQw s " | b ®HuHck bhovit thati: 2087 72% of

not want this (costly) extra.
thing, the poor Peugeot driver in front
of us would have found the car behind
(us) had apparently switched on his
headlights at full beam (we were going
uphill remember).  Surely as thinking
drivers we are capable of deciding
when we need lights on, and to what
degree? | have been told that this is a
useful device when entering a tunnel in
daylight; why? | consider myself a
good judge of what is dark and would
prefer to put my own lights on thank
you very much.

Still on the subject of lights + do you
hold your vehicle on the footbrake at,

say, red traffic lights? Many do, and | schools in Stockport face the prospect

dangers of speeding vehicles, and to

highlight the  problems of speed
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around schools.
Motorists driving too fast around

For one aimed at educating children about the cars travelled above the motorway

limit.

James Flynn of RoadPilot offers this
EOOOI OUOw?&DYI Owli
who admit to speeding on a regular

T wd

basis, and there are more than 10,000

fixed and frequently used mobile speed
(sic) camera sites on UK roads, there is
potentially a very large number of
people in danger of being fined,
incurring penalty points or even losing
their licences.

The survey also found that 68% of
motorists believe warnings from a
speed camera locator would help them
to adhere to local limits.

RoadPilot market such devices.
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By Alan Yates

The By -Pass bypassed (again)!
The much awaited Mottram /

Earlier this year, on August 21¢, the local EUp OO0y w- OVWE w0 PUWUEUT wol wx UOT Ul U0wD 0wt
the Tameside Advertiser

free paper,
reported on the front page that the
project to relieve the congestion from
around Mottram, Hollingworth, and

B i

the FIFTH attempt to get the plans done
for a 3.5 mile by-pass. When the
Government gave the by-pass the green

Autumn 2008
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safety camera lights that flashed. One of

#EYPEzZUwxEUUI OT1 U0wO]

of lightning! Although | was some 2 cars

_ light in 2003 the estimated cost was £90 behind the light was very bright and no
Longendale by -pass has once again had million; it is now predicted to be in the one could doubt that the car had been
a set back from the Highways Agency . region of £315 million. Will it ever get caught.

Summertime!
A recent run out in the car with my wife
to recce a car route for my walking

Morecambe Bay Expedition

Our trip up to the north was always
going to be a bit dodgy because of the
weather. Promises of rain or showers at

3pOUPT PUOI w gpx UOOOU Guoupraigurd3ie &auth Borkghiveuargar Ebast, had us wondering if the walk would

once again been postponed, this time to
May 2009.
The Highways Agency (HA) say that

brought out some interesting
2 0EUI UY BHHaDahyoneelse noticed
that the summer rainy season has

take place. Meeting up at Hest Bank in a
small but lovely cafe and a head count of
9 made the day a bit special. Information

their research is taking longer because produced extra foliage alongside our from the cafe proprietor was that the our

they need to verify and assess the results roads? Some of the speed limit signs arel UPET w OEQw20i EOOUI w

PYI UAawEEUT I UOOa~ 6 w 3 §lmost uinvigihled whiteg diving (afdng Grip fvag on or not.

another set of exhibitions to show people
the changes that will be made. The HA
miscalculated the number of vehicles that
would use the A616 road which runs
between Huddersfield and Sheffield and

1Y OwOOwWOENOU w?
putting the speed onto the road has been
a decided asset; large red circles with the
speed in white painted on top must
surely help to keep the drive within

is crossed by the A628 (Woodhead Road) permitted speeds.

at the Flouch island near to Langsett. The
A628 starts its journey from The Gun Inn
at Hollingworth by branching off the
A57, and quite rightly most heavy goods
vehicles do take this A616 road to
Sheffield. The rest make their way to the
M1, junction 37 and Barnsley and on
through Yorkshire. The alternative route
would be to go via the M62.

Local protestors want the HA to ban
lorries from the A57 / A628 and force
them to use the M62; obviously this
would make journey times and costs that
much greater, although at present at rush
hour it can take up to 30 minutes to an
hour to get through the area of Mottram
and Hollingworth. How exactly you
could police the ban | have no idea,
perhaps road narrowing might work.

Fast forward to September 4h and
again the Advertiser tells us that the
hearing inquiry is set to become the

A trip up to Morecambe Bay for a
walk with one of the bay guides did not
help one of my walking group. On
approaching the outskirts of Lancaster on
the way home, David failed to see the
dreaded yellow box at the side of the
road. Two quick flashes later and a dab
on his brakes failed to get his speed down
from around 38 mph to what should have
been 30 mph. His explanation? Four
chattering women who were still on a
high from completing a 7% mile walk
into the bay from Hest Bank to Silverdale.
We could not go across to Grange
because of the amount of rain we have
had over the summer months. We were
advised that some of the channels were
over 15 metres deep, and therefore the
guides could not get transport out and
over the gullies. Does anyone else
switch off from conversations with
passengers when driving, to concentrate

2 wU O BecABaud ithe wondiaht BraintaE theu O

channels were deep and dangerous.
There was difficulty in getting transport
across from Grange-over-Sands, so it was
decided we would walk about 1% miles
out into the bay and then walk parallel
with the coast to Silverdale.

Drizzle and some rain showers soon
had us wet and not really looking
forward to getting our feet wet (wimps).
The first stretch of water was a pleasant
surprise, it was warm, completely
unexpected. From then on an experience
we all enjoyed. The guides, around 6 of
them took us out to the area where the
Chinese cockle pickers were caught out
with the incoming tide. They stood no
chance, it was difficult to imagine how on
earth they could have escaped, even if it
had been daylight.

The walk was 7% miles long; walking
through channels of around knee deep
water was certainly something different
for us. All want to have another go next
year and walk over to Grange, which we
could see but seemed so far away.

A pleasant compliment was paid to
the group. Our guide Alan was not going

longest ever. It started in June 2007 and on the road conditions? My passengers to chance going out, but on seeing G.H.R.
was scheduled to last 10 weeks. It will have learnt to expect periods of silence were well equipped and properly dressed

now resume in May 2009, beating the M6
toll road inquiry which ran from June

1994 to October 1995. The cost of thismore often.

when out with me. One or two unkind

he decided to take us. Altogether there

folks have said they wish | would drive were around 45+ people on the walk

My passengers were all

Vil inquiry is a staggering £15 million. Thisis surprised at the brightness of the speed /

including dogs and young children.
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No Room for an Advanced Driving Test Here

By John Holland

drivers | encountered must surely have been
from the mainland.

(UzZUWEwWOOOT wl b Gdoon tap O EA ©3lIuEgsERiseumasutiie generosity

(unless you count a Bentley Continental GT,
but that was only for a short time). My last

of parking places, and all of them completely
free. A disc system operatedt a cardboard

giving the engine a good run and keeping on
the side of the law at the same time.

A twenty minute boat trip gets you over
to the neighbouring island of Herm.  Only
three miles long by about a mile and a half

roup ROADAR

one with a shortage of exits was the Ford S X EUODOT WEOOE OZ whbi wa OMdH,O?BtQﬂerwgly thefel isurd @all theré) WNEE U

"ExUDwpOUOws U1 1 w" 6U U D s igsyéluwithghe icar. © Whe eyl timeusi forja@livingingtructor, as no motor vehicles

to call it) which | loved.

So whilst we were on holiday in

Guernsey last month we hired a Ford Fiesta¢ Some areas allow only a 2hour stay, but and other goods around the tiny island.
And what a others allow up to 10 hours, and these are for Presumably drivers of these vehicles have to

EDI i1 UI OBl nwww( wi EE O ztipse vhoxndrk i the ayda godeave their Gl Bpdissy a driving test (where do they learn;

a 2door model again.

width was required when parking for the

dialled up on the display, and after a check
with the nearby sign, off you go on foot!

for the whole of the working day. We even

are allowed. However, there are quads and
tractors which do the job of carrying luggage

Manchester

where is the local test centre?), to legally

two doors to be opened simultaneously. At UEPw UDT OUw b1 D E it mdlénef uravel Bnltizvéy short stretch of tarmaced
first it required a double -shuffle on my part, UT EOQwl + wi OUUUz 6 www' OP wadd Y BNoW U tak @nderstand somebody

first to let Marie out and then repositioning

That maximum speed limit makes sense

living on a small island either by virtue of

to allow me to get out, complete with given the restricted width even on the main being born there, or going there to live by

blushes.
Although we had been to the Channel
Islands previously with visits to Jersey, this

roads, with little opportunity of three
vehicles being

abreast at the same

choice, but despite the economy of the island

PEUwWOUUWI PUUOwWUDOT wh &imepd UTheddheia & U1 UOUT adwww( Oz Uw

always a pleasure to drive in strange
territory, and this little island was no
exception. First the speed limits ¢ 35mph as

are the side roads,
many of which lead
to beaches and other

Oi 1l ws OEUPOOEOZ wOD OD U wteubst-aitadtian pOWEUD OV wUx wEUI EUS wwuw

Hire cars are prominent by the display of a

locations, for some
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displayed on the front and back. | was
mentally congratulating my fellow visitors

f OUw(wWEPEOZOwWUIT T w-anay
badge exceeding the limits. Maybe one of
the reasons is that police surveillance with
hand-held radar guns is well advertised, but
the locals seem to know when they are about
because many were quite happy to exceed
the posted limits.

21 EOOEwWUUUXxUPUI whEU WM wEEUI O

signs. Instead at locations where vehicles
are required to stop, a yellow line is painted
across the relevant half of the road, preceded
by a yellow arrow painted on the road, about
100 yards prior to the junction. And those
junctions!  Away from the town area, and
there is only one, which is St. Peter Port, the
roads are very narrow and many of the
junctions are hidden behind high hedges.
What | did like were the Filter junctions. At
large junctions, some with roundabouts a

UDT OwbOi OUOT EwEUDYI UUWIslsd @0 ik WwE B BTElgw @Qud
We also saw a gathering of

arrival at the junction drivers really do take it
in turn to enter the junction or negotiate the
roundabout all of which have a yellow box at
the location. It really works! | tried to
transpose the idea (in my mind) to the UK,

EUOw (w EOGOzOw 01 pOOw ptidink apodk the caumarketign the isldng dexyvw

accepted, yet many of those courteous

just wide enough to

accommodate a car,

ang B e @fe @0 | wi DY
that, between the
hedges and granite
walls. Whilst |
POUOEDOZz Dw

surprised to
that advanced car in my driving life.
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organisations are not
owners.
represented on the
island, | was surprised to see evidence of

find AUSTIN 7. This has reminded me that | did have another 2-door
It was an Austin 7 similar to this one, made in
GLGQTW JHW LW
original colour, but hand-painted by one of the many previous
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Photo: John Holland
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path, Marie and | dropped down to a small
cafe served by one of the narrow lanes, and
just as we arrived there 8 sports-type cars
arrived in a convoy causing chaos to other
cars trying to go in the opposite direction.

There was a BMW, a Merc. and even a

Lamborghini amongst them, and as none had

islanders.
vintage and veteran cars, which also arrived
as a unit at another location, again with
indication that they were locals, although one
did have a UK number plate. It made me

and second-hand, for there is little chance of

appeared to be resentful of we Vvisitors
arriving on the ferry. The man in the post
office was quite surly when asked where the
post box was, and as for the young lady at a
beach cafe, she needed a good talking to and
a course of PR. This attitude also showed in
the driving of the few vehicles we saw. They

vl 909 fegpar 3] pPPg s

tep out of their way only to find the
vehicles turning off in front of them without
any indication whatsoever, or speeding by,
regardless of any hazard.
3TEUOzUwOT 1T wl UPxDPOT
driving in Guernsey was a pleasure, and a
real throw -back to more leisurely times.



