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ISSUE FOUR August 09
Congratulations!

Congratulations to the following Associates on the January car course who passed the advanced driving test:

Philip Warren (Car) | Gold Arnold Kirk (Car) | Gold
Mark Cunnington (Car) | Gold Charlie Guthrie (Car) | Gold
Kevin Prince (Car) | Silver Colin Livingstone (Car) | Bronze

Congratulations also to Steve McKay who passed his retest at Gold in an LGV.
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50/50 Club 2008/09 Season In this Issue

To raise funds for social events, Manchester Group operates a Group Chairman Lee Davies reports on the latest casualty
50/50 club. 50% of the proceeds go to the social fund, with the statistics and the formation of a new Merseyside Group on Page
Ul OEPOET UwEI POT wUUT EWEUwxUPAaAl B w3T 1T w&UOUxwUl OOws UT EUI Uz w
each and for the next 12 months these are entered in the draw 11 EED OT w) O1 Diwd OOWE IOE Yadltd Bnuilige ® U 1
that takes place on the first Associate Sunday of each month. The might cause you to quickly glance at the date.
winners each month are the first two drawn out of the hat. There Alan Yates ponders personalised number plates and hormone
is no limit to the number of shares each participant can have and replacement therapy on Page 4.
the scheme is open to Group Members, Associates, their family Paul Sykes reports on a day out at the GMP Driver Training
and friends. Centre on Page 5 and Sheila Entwistle gives her account onPage
The next 50/50 year starts on the first Associate Sunday in 9-
November. If you would like to take part, print the Application Steve McKay gives an interesting account of his retest in a LGV
Form on the back page of this newsletter and send it with OnPageeé.
payment to Simon Smart before 31st October. Please make Mike Beavan gives some wise advice on parking, Page 7.

cheques payable toManchester Group Social Account. John Holland gives advice on staying awake at the wheel, Page 8

RoOSPA Ramblers, 19 September 2009 Tony Richardson challenges you to try his quiz on Page 9.
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Country Park on 19 September 2009.

WALK DETAILS. This walk will look at old buildings, locations, canals E!FTYI;IFIF;YIIE)RAVI\\/;IJunedOQ bv Sue H K

and history. It takes place within an area bounded by Ashton t under ¢ L3, e ’ err}f oor‘e rawn by sue Hancoc

Lyne, Failsworth, Woodhouses, and the M60 motorway. Damp patches ~ ©€¢0nd, No 28,Phil Harrison drawn by Hugh McAdam

(of course), no major climbs, toilets and café at start / finish. Ample FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, July 09

FREE car parking. Map Explorer 277 Grid Ref: SD920005 Sat.Nav afi-  First, No 42 Doreen Robinson drawn by Barry Hazel-Scott
cionados M35 9WJ. Meet 0945 for 10 o'clock start (prompt). Second, No 17 Terry Moore drawn by Charlie Guthrie
This area requires great care when driving. FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, August 09

Leader Alan (yomper) Yates before 8 am.. 0161 336 4747mobile  rjrst No 42 Doreen Robinson drawn by John Holland
0784 971 2833-mail: yomper20@talktalk.net Second, No 18 Ivy Morris drawn by Paul Sykes
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From the Chair

By Lee Davies very promising and we wish everyone killed or seriously injured fell compared

- — —— ipvolved gvod Iugk. ) 102007 (down 10 percent from 6,737 in
'l Ox]l waOUz Ul wEOOwlI ONOabOl wUl BUwPOOEI Ul Y@w to 6,049 in 2008). The all
summer weather as you sit down to read Road Casualties Lowest Ever! motorcycle user casualties figure for
your latest edition of MAINBEAM! The Department for Transport has 2008 of 21,550 is 8 per cent lower than in

If you are driving somewhere in the published statistics on road casualties 2007.

i POEOw i1 pw Pl 1 OUw Géparted 10 themlicalig Gredd Britaim in There were 170,591 road collisions
Highways Agency are reminding 2008. reported to the police involving personal

drivers to secure their luggage and top The number of people killed in road injury in 2008, 6 per cent fewer than in

boxes before setting out, to avoid items collisions fell by 14 per cent from 2,946 2007. Of these, 25,462 collisions

falling into the road. in 2007 to 2,538 in 2008. In collisionsinyolved death or serious injury, 6
In the last 12 months Highways  reported to the police 28,572 people percent fewer than in 2007 (27,036).

Agency workers recovered a wide were killed or seriously injured in 2008,

UEOT T w O w DUT OUw | UPpé wers Gwved thad Bz 200id. There 'M-Phobia’ condemns lost generation

motorways, showing that people will were just under 231,000 road casualties of Britons to life in the slow lane

load their vehicles with everything up in Great Britain in 2008, 7 per cent less Fear of motorways and a lack of driving

to and including the kitchen sink. than in 2007. skills have created a 'lost generation' of
Between 1 July 2008 and 30 June The number of deaths among car drivers who avoid M -roads at all costs,

2009 the Agency in the North West  users in 2008 was 1,257, 12 per cent les§€ew research reveals. One in seven
recorded 1,566 reports of debris on its  than in the previous year. The reported Motorists + nearly 5 million in total + say
motorways ¢ the highest anywhere in ~ number seriously injured fell by 7 per they lack vital skills for motorway
the country. cent to 10,711. Total reported casualties driving, rising to one in five among

Many of those items found during among car users were 149,188, 8 per centdrivers who have passed their test
the summer months came from lower than 2007. Traffic estimates Within the last five years, according to a
unsecured luggage and topboxes. indicate a 1 per cent fall in car and taxi Survey.

Items found on motorways in traffic over the period. The study comes as instructors report
England during the last year included: Reported Child casualties fell by 8 that a phenomenon dubbed 'M-phobia’
kitchen sinks, washing machines, per cent. The number of children killed is driving thousands onto more
fridges, surfboards, sailing dinghies, or seriously injured in 2008 was 2,807 dangerous A-roads, hurting small
OEPOOOPI UUOW Ei EUOwW (Bowni9pperdognu op REB). @ Ehose, businesses, and in some cases producing
berry man, a hot tub, a life-sized child 1,784 were pedestrians, 6 per cent down Whole families of motorway avoiders.
rag doll, ladders, bicycles, a greenhouse, on 2007. 124 children died on the roads, Some drivers fear motorways so much
a garden shed, a plastic sewage tank, a2 per cent higher than in the previous they spend decades, or even generations,
fur coat, the nose cone from a plane, a year, when the lowest ever child fatality avoiding them, according to a panel of
Pl EEDPOT wEUI UUwE OE w ifigne 6fd21 was ecomiédw E O E w E ugdriving instructors.

s/ OUUEOOOzEww- 001 wi U Olere wede 572 pedashigrpdedthy, diy Learner drivers in the UK are not

(zOwUUUI pny A per cent less than in 2007. Reported allowed to drive on motorways, are not
killed or serious injured casualties fell by tested on practical motorway skills, and
New Merseyside Group 4 per cent to 6,642. The all pedestrian do not have to take motorway lessons
(zOwxO0l EUIl EwUOWE 66@&@@] ﬁgu,@]fe‘n to Rengx0ik pobg) ance licensed. This means many new
of a new ROADAR Group in our per centlower than 2007. drivers lack confidence and skills
neighbouring county Merseyside with The number of pedal cyclists killed specific to motorways. Driving too

one or two of our Manchester Group fell by 15 per cent from 136 in 2007 to slowly and not observing safe following
members helping to get things going 115 in 2008. The number of seriously distances or merging safely when joining
over there. Information about the Group injured rose by 1 per cent to 2,450. The the motorway are the problems most
can be found on their website at total casualties among pedal cyclists rose commonly seen by instructors.
www.roadarmerseyside.org where you py 1 per cent to 16,297. The evidence suggests motorways
can also watch a Commentary Drive There were 493 motorcycle user are Britain's most feared roads, with a
video clip by their Chairman. fatalities in collisions reported to the l0st generation of drivers avoiding them
[webmaster - EOOz UwET wi 1 U i€l inuto@Ba 18 Bér icénUlower than completely. Yet, statistically, they are
from your Chairman]! The Group looks during 2007. The reported number of our safest roads.
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Thi s, t hat and

By John Holland America, and at the same time get used to the idea.  Then the

encourage some of the 250,000changeover would be introduced

Samoans who live in Australia and gradually throughout the country

New Zealand to send over over the following month. Good

Asked for his views he said that he (ight-hand drive vehicles to their clean, simple fun, eh?

thought the names of the villages ¢ymijies. ) __ Not for one of our Members

PIUILwOUEDOUGS www? (14 OQL! FW " dhfde™ Bl tught  She rang me at home

Sodbury, Chipping Camden and geptember 7 and 8" have been absolutely furious that this was the

Chipping Norton, but despite all yecjared national holidays and a first that she had heard about it,

those signs | never ever came acrosSyeqt track has been built fo give that there had been no referendum

O 1T wYDOOET I woi w+ QR Hactcd x/@so)JOl}J Bight and what was the Group going to
Remember those signs?  And gypect this change is not being do about it, especially as that trial

the fact that they had the reminder o.cented placidly, with a pressure day would be on an Associate

slY, /" zywwuwél Oongogd:’ OBAE Y(be‘b‘p\‘é' 'Aé%u‘ﬁ’s?%nday when our Observers

variation of that message which is gyitching Sides), being formed. A would more than likely be using

prolific in the Stockport area, and g real argument  for that stretch of road on their routes?

maybe other areas too, that makes cqngideration is that buses, which She berated me as though it was my

me wonder if EIf and Safety have jnq|yde those used for school runs, idea (which, thinking about it, it

found a new plaything.  For the \yqid be dropping off and picking was), and threatened to storm

current message on those Loose , passengers on in the middle of Downing Street. She went on for

Chippings signs has, in addition, he r5ad. Bus fleets and taxi firms some length before | could interject

Y w ¢/ #&@OT T Uw OI waa%%{%ll':tf%)p\lhllzngew&dwtlonal EAwUEaDPOl Ow?2p( wlUI E

The earlier signs were a warning of o5 rces to make the conversions here) have a look at the front page

the danger and inconvenience of 5 insurance premiums will escalate of MAINBEAM. Now look at the

chippings being thrown about, but i they dg not, top and under the banner ¢ what do

UOUT OawbOw UOEEAZ Uy Qi Odd T dtPeihl QEMNG U w U1 i gorwww2i i wooC

can we really expect all drivers 10 o nty has changed sides since date. What, | asked, was the date?

adhere to the advice of that halved- 1970 \when Burma did so. 271 wUl EEwOU0ws xUDC

lower speed limit, given that | have | can speak from personal storm really broke! She told me

seen these signs on our major roads. gy herience of being berated for such that | had no right whatsoever to

If itis considered that we need to be 5 change, for when | was Editor of print such stories as that as we were

told this information, why are we \AINBEAM, for the April issue in  a responsible organisation!

not told when that particular one particular year, | did a spoof  If any Samoan Government

hazard comes to an end? story about a move to introduce officials read this, take comfort that

and adopt the change-over in the you only have a 175,000 population

UK. | said that because it was such to contend with, for | can guarantee

a radical change, on a particular none can reach the ferocity of this

Sunday (I gave a date which Group member!

coincided with our next Associate Keep Space.

Sunday which we operated from

Barnes Hospital at that time),

_ , Cheadle High Street would change

has been done in a bid to cut down over for a 3-hour period, between

on the importation of expensive .
. . 9am and noon, to allow drivers to
left-hand drive vehicles from 3

A very old joke tells of an American
sight-seeing in the Cotswolds.

Manchester Group ROAD /=

CHANGING SIDES

What a kerfuffle there is in the
exotic laid-back Pacific island of
Samoa! On T September they will
change the habit of a lifetime and
swop sides from driving on the
right to driving on the left. This
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Bits O6nd6 Bobs

By Alan Yates 95 or 98 RON for our cars. As an aside Medication
| fill up once a month with super A recentvisit to The Christie to review

unleaded and find my car, a 1998 Fiat my medication and treatment caused a
unto, runs a lot. better. |t has more bit of a laugh. It seems that one of the

It can't happen to me i can it?
A headline in the Saturday Telegraph

XEXIULU?IIDEUIW%UIQPEI IIUU%Oé) Eywﬁﬁﬁpwob@@mERelp'wemem
vouubUUUw EUT w UOO gonsumptlo% Uw EE UJ O I W Therapy for men (Zoladex) can result
wondering just what else we can blame So can it happen to me? Wellin some weird and wonderful side

them for.

On closer reading though it seems
that some French petrol stations have
been selling a grade of fuel that can
damage your car engine if your car was
built prior to the year 2000.

A European Union Directive states

unlikely, Joan is not a traveller, and effects. Hot flushes (like the girls),
unless they suddenly bring the fuel larger boobs (like the girls), but the one
over to England then I'll just watch out that interests me is that quite a lot of
for the diesel and petrol pumps. But Mmen report that they have this urge to
you more adventurous ones had better spend money on household items and

look closely at the nozzles before filling such like.
_ p An old school friend undergoing the
that all petrol must include between 5% same treatment found himself buying

and 10% of Ethanol by 2013. So th'sNumber Plates small glass items of very little value
Ol Pw?1 OYDPUOOOT OUEOQR Wu'espf@r %9&9&?561’\& MG Bﬁ-ﬁ“éhops and littering his flat with

on sale over the channel. The fuel 95 pjate VAT 3S, almost took a step them. On meeting a new girl-friend he
E10 is a mix of regular unleaded and ¢,nyard today. was persuaded that maybe they were
ethanol and really only suitable for There in the car registrations really just a load of old tat.

newer vehicles. The pumps are situated ¢ ymns was Y3 ATS. Is it near My consultant tells of another
near to each other and the propensity enough? Can | justify the expense? Joanpatient who resorted to having
of motorists to put diesel fuel in their paq her aimost unprintable view on it. matching curtains all over the house.
cars instead of petrol being how it is, o should | raid the hole in the wall Bathroom, toilet, bedrooms, lounge,
there is certainly a need to watch out 5nq g for it? dinning room, hall, etc. So is my
and look closely at the RON number on number plate quest just a product of

the pump. my medication? No, Joan doesn't buy
| believe that in Great Britain we use that one either.

Hard Shoulder Running

Manchester Group RoADAR

By Lee Davies

Innovative Hard Shoulder Scheme Will Further Increase Traffic Capacity On M42
A £3 million project to cut congestion by opening up more of the M42 hard shoulder to traffic at busy times has been an-
nounced by Transport Minister Chris Mole.
When the scheme is complete in December road users travelling southbound on the M42 at Junction 5 (near Solihull)
will be the first in the UK to be able to drive along the motorway hard shoulder between junction slip roads. Previously
drivers were required to exit the hard shoulder when approaching the junction.
The Highways Agency will be realigning the southbound hard shoulder through Junction 5 and installing six CCTV
traffic monitoring cameras and two electronic message signs which will direct traffic and give information to road users.
All the work is within the existing highway boundary.
Transport Minister Chris Mole said:
? EUDPYI wOUEI | PEWOEOET T O OUwl EVWOEET wNOUUOI alwOOwUT 1T w, KI u
fits and further increase capacity the Highways Agency is now making more of the hard shoulder available to traffic at
busy times.
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Reflections of MAINBEAM

ADAR

By John Holland JUNE 1994 - RUST IN PIECE Ol wEI OUI Un>ww, OU0ug |

- - Rich American George Swanson (71) badly adjusted that after they have
An occasional look at back issues  \wno died recently, bought 12 gone by no one can see anything

Reading through back copies of Odfayeyard plots, so he could be buried pecause they are dazzled.
Newsletter (from 1974) produced my choigging hehind the wheel of his Corvette Would it not be better if we, like the
of topics, some serious, some exotic 8afl officials are worried it might set & Advanced Motorcyclists we are, or aim
quirky, others a reflection of the timeﬁfecedent- to be, made ourselves so conspicuous
Some of the items are not attributed, {yt attributed that we are easily sees without

protect the innocent. OCTOBER 1978 -TO LIGHT OR NOT ,
JUNE 1976 - BALANCING THE TO LIGHT hea'd'lamps, (adopting the safety
BOOKS position helps too).

Manchester Group R

To light or not to light, that is the

o 'My c‘orlgratulations e :[he d’ri\ie‘r guestion asked by many motorcyclists, fieadlamps as a magic wand to make
Ol WEOwW?$2 wUl 1 BUUT Bttt BUD Satetlin thé) mift .
that | followed in the rush hour in all hazards disappear from the face of

i i is drivi when to switch on, at the risk of the Earth. It pays to remember that the
Stockport this morning. For his driving suffering the slings and arrows of - ltpay '
headlamp is also a substitute horn

was so steady that a book that he had otraged motorists who are constantly warning which is not available if the
obviously forgotten and which was blinded by badly adjusted. motorcycle

x1 UET 1 EwOOwi BUwE O OflaeHiEUsE Mk ardsbdies © O IBFIFMR i@eady swiched on.

, POEwW aOUOw (wEOOZzUwW QORP sl %BtWr&EIQ@ Ware Having said all that, 'Iet us not go

books he started with! ) . . the other way and fail to use the
automatically using dipped headlamps headlamp when necessary, there are

. Wytness ALL THE TIME. As a thinking rider | '

NOVEMBER 1977 - NOW YOU SEE , : times when in fading daylight, heavy
THEM, NOW YOU DONS® {:on3|der this t,o be wrong. rain, fog, smoke and falling snow when
Why is it that this country spends £47M we are. trained 'to use our heads a'nd we are in fact obliged to do so by law
on paint to camouflage Army vehicles, onlyudci thmgs Wh'?h are necessary 1€ see also, the H{ghway Cade,. Rule
and yet whenever they travel in convoy ? § I ? w DY .I. w ,E‘w L{D I‘ © E, ) %o é..éngryong ,s .woﬁ IsulltaElLu
all vehicles have their headlights on in OOly?uwE O Ew E a w Uil Lu Uc%n?u'se%iI WHG&)HIEI’ utlo?I%Ht %rwn%tuto w
EEAODT T Oyww20UT 0a w§Y MSFIEERS B GIBE 10 Q€ [ Gight s all | can. say.is IE IN DOUBT, -
El w0 EQwl OOES 85 wEE y WUOWEIL 011 BUY >

Too many of us are using

John Holland or
Visit to GMP Openshaw
By Paul Sykes they have never been shown or had any training in

cornering.

After the class room we split into two groups and went
out for a drive, we went out in a blue unmarked Ford
centre. | found the day to be very enlightening, and wWas p1ondeo TDCI that was equipped with blue lights to the
very impressed by the class room session. front and a small POLICE sticker on the boot. This vehicle is

The main topic was the physics of the vehicle and nomally used as a training vehicle for pursuit training,
cornering. A white board was used to show the system of being chased by trainees. | felt the driver showed

car control on approach to a corner, during the corner and

| would first like to convey my thanks to the GMP for
allowing us the opportunity to visit the driver training

considerable skill while giving the demonstration drive, and

the exit of the corner, it was demonstrated on the white talked us through what he was doing and why he was
board how the apex of a bend is just as useful as the limit doing it.

point and in some instances even more useful than the limit | felt the day went well and that the GMP have a ot to
point, and even taking a late apex to put less pressure on the g¢ar us as a group / organization. The officers doing the

vehicle. training showed interest in working together more in the

The talk also included the sad fact that a lot of drivers ¢,iure and a sit in on VIP convoy training was mentioned
mainly young ones, lose their life on bends just like the one nat sounds very interesting.

drawn on the board. One of the main reasons for this is that 5

¥ I'IUJOEDOLUEUIUOIOUUJ
I OUwlUUDPOT wol i OwDULuE{(!)ggrLFauy'I‘l YT UaAaOO!I wEEOwWUI 1 1
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LGV Re-Test

By Steve McKay a 12 speed constant mesh gearbtaggent to a bend or curve. At low speeds

however, there is no clutch pedal; thieis tendency is kept in check by the tyres
Monday 29th June saw me under tRBgines electronics engage and disengggpping the road surface, take the bend a
scrutiny of ROSPA examiner Bob Brittaife clutch as required. too high a speed and the vehicle will
for my LGV retest. (Vehicle kindly Once the ECU has worked out the weidhgcome unstable and_may overturn. Throw
supplied by Morr i s &rhgvehideitwibengagerthe eofrectygetire effects of tyre grip trade off into the
The test was about a month late duef@ pulling away, then change geaquation and you have a recipe for disastet
Bobos trip to Gi brRygomatigaly atthg most fug| effigientpafinpsp ayery day traffic bulletins report
officers. As this was my fourth ROSPA tegf the rev range. Somewhere in the deptltSVs overturning...nearly always on a
with Bob | felt quite relaxed in the presen@ the gearbox is a device called aoundabout or motorway slip road. A good
of "The Examiner". inclinometer which measures the uphill driving tip is to never, ever try to pass an
| asked Bob if it would be okay for me tdownhill gradient to aid gear selection frohGV in these situations, always wait until it
change the format of the test slightly fi¢st and when climbing hills. Its all muds on a straight course. The average spee
order to make it more interesting for botRO clever! Give me a 16 speed manwdlan LGV rollover is 26 mph, in a lot of
of us. Whilst | obviously had to meet tHeox any day. cases much lower.

criteria of the ROSPA test by driving to th<Once on the move the differences ifReturning to SAFED driving techniques
principles laid down in Roadcraft | tol@riving technique are immediatelthe driving style that | displayed to Bob is
Bob that | intended to concentrate n@pparent. Apart from the obvious thingery similar to that which group associates
commentary on the different drivin§Uch as length, width, height and weighte encouraged to adopt during their
techniques required by the drivers @8fd not forgetting that artics bend, someddfserved runs i.e driving with a high visual
LGVs, focusing mainly on vehicldhe not so obvious things rear their heddyrizon and having the ability to form a
dynamics and fuel economy. such as the time it takes to accelerate #ledible driving plan. One of the fuel
Some readers may be aware that Bob i@ distance that it takes to stop. Amgonomy driving myths that | wished to
Guinness Champion for fuel efficierivertaking manoeuvres need to be carefudigpel to the expert in the passenger sez
driving, having gained the award fdplanned; even overtaking a cyclist is not&as the idea that using cruise control is the
driving a Vauxhall Belmont (remembe§imple as it would be with a car. Trucksoly Grail of driving for maximum fuel

them? It was an Astra with a boot), wilhu st haveno6t got tkéfperfocmance, iesapi
one of his police colleagues under strighen laden at anything up to the 44 tgour surroundings effectively also helps to
Guinness Book conditions. legal limit. save fuel and thus wear and tear to yol

So under the watchful eye of an "expert” PAF trucks are fitted with a powerfulehicle and damage to the environment
had to put my old BRS Road Servic€§gine brake which literally turns th8imply lifting off the throttle as you crest a
Driver Devel opmentengingistg a ¢omprassoragiving ipxellantiondll immediately put your engine on
Driver Development was the fore runner gitardation. Roughly 85% of the brakingver run, so as most of the fuel will be
the government sponsored Safe and Feféprt required to stop is carried out by tireturned to the tank and the aforementionex
Efficient Driving scheme. (SAFED). Ag§ngine brake, leaving the service brakesetic energy will maintain your road
the ftitle suggests the scheme weeol should they be needed in ahurry. Thep e e d . To your tra
introduced to reduce fuel use and feason for these secondary braking systdmssvehicle is now virtually running free of
enhance the road safety of the transpério prevent brake fade which occurs whemarge as far as fuel costs go.

industry. As | p | athe brake linipgg and discsnget 1a@ hot ajibe goRchide the on road part of my test |
driver training programme | was concernétfrt to lose their stopping power. Thistisld Bob about the efforts that the industry
that | may be a bit rusty....in for a penny fiyle to kinetic energy which has a hugen ~genera I and Mor r
for a pound! I n e&fachos the yehices momentum,iwaichisakiag tq feduce the carbon footprint of
SAFED part of the drive went extremeﬂﬂe vehicles desire to carry on in a straighthh e i r operation. )
well, more of which later. line. If you want to lose the kinetic energgurrently being replaced with the latest

| met Bob in Congleton and after the ustien it must go somewhere and thatro 5 compliant engines and great efforts
formalities he asked me some "show mgomewhere” is its conversion into heatre being made to reduce mileage an
tell me" questions, all LGV related. As thigence the effects of brake fade. If yampty running.
was Bobs first time in an "automated" dicrease your speed by a factor of three, fofo conclude my test Bob had me carry
opposed to automatic vehicle a thorougkample, from 20 mph to 60mph, then that a reverse manoeuvre before asking th
explanation of the controls was called for kinetic energy increases by a factor kbfghway Code and Roadcraft questions.
A normal automatic gearbox employs Mdne.....something to bear _in mind next.tinheé m pl ea s e d to ~say
fluid flywheel and torque converter whickoU see an LGV screaming down Windlge test format still resulted in a Gold

will allow the vehicle to hold stationary ofii I'1 ~on the M62! graBpeed | imiters dol
creep forward at tick over when the braké@rk going downhill! Many thanks to Bob for an enjoyable re
are released. The automated gearbox on tR8ce you have taken kinetic energy ahde s t and I mustnot

DAF tractor unit that | was driving uses Omentum into account the last majpranager at Morri son
single plate clutch transmitting the drive &®nsideration is centrifugal force; theontinuing support with my ROSPA -re
tendency of a vehicle to leave the road dieats.
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Some Thoughts on Parking

By Mike Beavan railings by the pavement. There was a On leaving the store | found a Chelsea
— — very good view of a red badge on his Tractor had parked next to my car
0STAY: SIT!OO grill. causing an even worse view of moving

Many were the times | said that to my
Boxer dog years ago, even though |
knew he would not stay still for long. |

traffic as | reversed out. | had to
Now, if my Boxer dog had been on a contend with elderly, slow moving
lead tied to a lamp post he would not pedestrians, trolleys, other cars
remember taking him to dog training have moved. If that Rover, and the reversing nearby and cars leaving the
on Urmston Meadows to be yelled at giher cars, had been parked in gear area at much too high a speed.
by a police dog trainer. The dog yjth the handbrake on it is very
owners sat their dogs in a line saying pjikely that they would have moved As | only drive forwards into a space
i bUOOaAOwWszUUEaOuw U%khgrz Zw3l'T awEOOw EDEaWoG?UHcé &Y%ear | pondered on why
dogs, that is) as we owners marched otherwise sensible folk insist on doing
off across the field, but after just a few gy 4 few days ago my friend went to it. The one and only advantage | see is
strides | would hear a noise like that of chester in her Honda, came home and that when you come back with your
a five year old with a cold and no 5ked on her very gently sloping full trolley the boot is at the end of the
handkerchief + the snuffling breathing griye. \When she put the milk bottles car nearest the trolley.  Carrying ~ six
of a Boxer dog at my heels. All the oyt an hour later the Honda was in the or eight bags round to the boot is not
other breeds behaved themselves, nigdie of the cul -de-sac. When | visit | difficult compared with the difficulties
especially the Alsatians, which became 5y 0 park on the road behind the and potential dangers of having to
known later as German Shepherds t ponda: lucky | was not there at the reverse with sometimes almost zero

rather similar to the way that the (jne view into unchartered, bad driver
Daewoo cars suddenly became infested waters, so to speak.

Chevrolets. Handbrakes are not always efficient,

even the new electronic ones, and hot Try to avoid parking next to two door
Speaking of cars, when we stop, park praking components do cool off; so cars ¢ could damage your doors, or

EEOQUEOOaw UEAOW s 2 Uk & R4tk Dbk Byutthifid U w P iy E Ow

expect them to stay where we have put
them. PARKING THE HARD WAY If you reverse in you will not be
The other day | decided to go to Marks manoeuvring with a cold engine and
Last year | had a colleague with an Alfa and Spencer at Handforth Dean to buy you can buzz off without undue delay,
Romeo who was early for an a couple of new jumpers. The car park a better view and less chance of a low
appointment so he parked outside the was busy and | spotted a space at the speed crash. Even on Sunday
premises and made some phone calls. far end of the one way parking area. mornings we see Observers and
Then he went in to do some business. The space was near the exit, so a sharpassociates going out of their way to
After about five minutes he was asked right 360 degree turn would have been find a space to drive into rather than
if the Alfa that was leaning on a wall needed to leave if | had reversed in, so | using a closer one to back into. We
about 10 yards away was his. decided to drive in forwards, not might be producing advanced drivers

something | usually do. but are they advanced parkers?
,awodl pwbi BT I EOUUZ Uw& OOl wi UEExT Ewi UOOw

his drive one night after he went to Now 1| like everybody else| get The driver of a car with the badges of
bed. | found it across my drive in the irritated (but try not to show it) when  another organisation back and front
middle of the road when | came home drivers reverse out apparently without who parked in forwards, shockingly
at one in the morning. looking properly and cause me to feel a cock-eyed, near to my car recently at a
crash coming on. Sometimes, when supermarket admitted that they had
In about 1970 | spotted a lovely Rover moving slowly in car parks, | use OO0 WUEOI OwEwWOi U0 ws U
110 which had rolled across a gently dipped headlights ¢ it seems to make

sloping car park in Stockport before |ittle difference though. (zOWEUEODPOI wEOPOW b

coming to rest against some iron helmet on in case of flack flying! 7
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Lie or Die

By John Holland

LieorDie-31 EOz OwOT 1 wU O B3 BoRd? Sulh GGl BuYuby Wi isw

you fall asleep at the wheel.

A recent report estimates that 13% of
British motorists admitted to falling
asleep whilst driving during the last 12
months. As that equates to about 6
million of us sharing the road, it does
make you think about the car in front,
EI T POEWOUWEOOOT UDEI

I know that | have experienced this

cars are very often bought for their
comfort _rather than economy, and

David White, customer services director

at Kwik - %D UOwUEPEo w?2UEa
driving is largely a matter of driver
discipline.  Taking regular breaks,
making sure you get enough sleep the
night before a long journey and stopping

for a sleep if you are tired are all
imperative. However our research
shows that a fully functioning air

provided, that it equates to sitting at
home in a comfortable armchair, in a
nice warm room, watching pictures
flickering on a screen t fat, warm and
happy indeed! And who of us, under
these conditions, has never dozed in
front of the television? conditioning unit might help to prevent

wairgﬁé%@ e Hu‘t“tf?/ Wik -Fit you from feeling drowsy in the first

41% of the drivers interviewed blamed place._

I OUUOUOWE OEw( wE 60z UpeOfyhbioHy bPieddud) wbidet N UM P Wp 6 U 0w 7 EVP O ucat w

how long | was asleep; was it a
millisecond or a second or two, or even
longer? It happened many years ago
whilst | was driving alone on the M1

returning from London.

For some the advice given to not
drive for more than 2 hours at a stretch
seems to be somewhat unrealistic, but in
view of the latest figures given there is
certainly added credence given to that
advice.

Sleepiness, without any doubt, does
reduce reaction, vigilance, alertness and
concentration. These in turn reduce a

FNOowT EYT wil i O UEOuw s Gempetatur® mightUniakel ysuzlassHikely O |
cause, and 32% admitted to having too to feel sleepy you should never rely on
few breaks on their journeys. Official turning up the air conditioning unit as a
back up comes from the Sleep Researchs PE-Ok w EEOOz 8w 311 Ul 7z
Centre at Loughborough University for EUUIT wbDi wa OUz Ul wi 11 OF
that body claims that driver fatgue PT 11 O8dw/ UOOwWOYI UwEODE
EEUUI UwUxwUOw! Yuw Ol @nsléng pareystlcihg he epgdod D
word), on monotonous roads. plan to have pre-selected stopping

Kwik -Fit  did the survey for places to have a break. In this way the
commercial reasons ¢ they were EUDPYI Uwl EUwWEwWUI EUOOI
promoting the benefits of air- for, rather than just pushing on. Two

conditioning, or more correctly, the need drivers able to share, of course, makes
to have this facility serviced properly. good sense, and if, like me you are one
This, says Kwik-Fit, is perhaps not Of wOl T wOUE Oa w OOI-Qruxbg

EUDYI Uz Uw EEDPODUa W UQIILHr@nE EgHéIJI Bndi! tHe deledrdd QiSo! theH s is a valuable bonus.

information, which, in the extreme can
lead to a crash.

One of our former Chief Examiners,
Mike Collins, has a lovely phrase in

found that 89% of motorists had never Lie or Die? Very cynical, but also
had their air conditioning unit with a strong element of truth: in the
recharged. Most manufacturers event of being involved in an incident
recommend that in order to cool the car due to falling asleep at the wheel drivers

E1 UEUDPEDOT wEUDYI UU wekidkwhf hiR@hdioridg EthOsHoaIE UdrWavised to follow that advice.
EOEwi Exxa? wEl | DOE wOfelethBrel v Priblelrs OET UO W

Bag it, Bin it

By Lee Davies

Bag It Bin It

For the Highways Agency, litter is not only unsightly but also a threat to the environment. Clearing rubbish also puts
workers at risk of injury and diverts resources away from road maintenance and repairs. The Highways Agency estimates
that approximately 700,000 bags of litter are removed from our road network in England every year.

UwxEUUwWOI ws! ET uwDPUWEOEwW! POwWwPUzZ OWEUDPYI UUWEUIT wigl DOT wi Cutd U L
it can be safely disposed of. To get the message across, the Highways Agency is distributing biodegradable and recyclable
paper litter bags from its exhibition stand at events this summer.
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By Tony Richardson

HIGHWAY CODE

1. A broken white line marks the centre of the road | what other information does it give?
(Highway Code Rule 127)

2. There are a dozen places where you must not stop or park name four
(Highway Code Rule 243)

3. In the event of a breakdown, how far behind your vehicle should you place a warning triangle?

(Highway Code Rule 274)

ROADCRAFT

1. What information is given by other vehicle lights when night driving ?
(Page33 Roadcraft)

2. What is the summary of factors affecting cornering?
(Page 121 Roadcraft)

3. What are the four principles of safe cornering?

(Page 124 Roadcraft)

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated.
Remember| you may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit!

Openshaw Visit

By Sheila Entwistle he was making the best use of the car for each condition.

| think | learned a lot from being shown how to drive
Manchester Group Member Scott Cowap, who is also safely while making progress in various road conditions.
Chairman of Altrincham Advanced Motorists (AAM), So on behalf of the Manchester Group RoADAR | would

recently organised a trip to the GMP Driver Training Unit at  Jike to say thank you to the GMP Driver Training Unit for
Openshaw.  Scott kindly invited three Manchester Group  the time they spent with us on that day.

members to accompany three AAM members on 22 July. . _
Becky McCabe, Paul Sykes & myself volunteered to i )
represent Manchester Group. - '

The six of us met up at the Openshaw canteen for a quick °
drink before we were greeted by PC Steve Cottam who gave
a presentation on the art of driving around corners and
overtaking. We were asked all sorts of questions on these
two subjects; | think we answered them all correctly (as if |
would tell you anything different anyway).

After the presentation the three of us were taken out for
a demo drive given by P.C. Steve Cottam. The three AAM
members went with P.C. Kevin Power.

We went in a Ford Mondeo 2litre Diesel with 6 Gears. He
showed very skilfully the different ways he had just
explained of how to drive around corners, as well as
overtaking techniques on very narrow country lanes such as
those around Cheshire. Steve did manage to find a cafe for gecky McCabe with GMP Driver Trainer PC Steve Cottam.

a drink half way through which was very welcome (once
my stomach had settled) from the first drive (only joking). 21 T WEOUOw/ EUOw2 a0l Uz wUI xOUU

We then set off again for another ride around the
countryside, Steve on both drives giving a commentary on
how he was dealing with all the road conditions and how

i
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50/50 Club 2009 Application

Dear Reader,

Here is your chance to purchase a share in the Manchester Group annual 50/50 Club. Simply complete the
form below and send it with your payment to reach Simon Smart, the Group Treasurer no later than 31st
October 2009.

To: Simon Smart, 2 Grebe Close, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8HW. Tel: 01565 654267

| wish to take ¢é.. share(s) at A12 per share in the 50/50
Associate meeting in November 2009. MyMABICHE §iT&ER GROWR $CCIAL o r d
ACCOUNT o for the sum of A éé is enclosed.

Please print the name(s) and address(es) of shareholder(s) below:

Applicant: ..o e, Applicant 6s ..Si.g.nat.ur.e: ...



