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FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, June 09 

First, No  17, Terry Moore drawn by Sue Hancock 

Second, No 28, Phil Harrison drawn by Hugh McAdam  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, July 09 

First, No 42 Doreen Robinson drawn by Barry Hazel-Scott 

Second, No 17 Terry Moore drawn by Charlie Guthrie  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, August 09 

First, No 42 Doreen Robinson drawn by John Holland  

Second, No 18 Ivy Morris drawn by Paul Sykes 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to the following Associates on the January car course who passed the advanced driving test: 

Philip Warren (Car) ɭ Gold 

Mark Cunnington (Car) ɭ Gold 

Kevin Prince (Car) ɭ Silver 

Arnold Kirk (Car) ɭ Gold 

Charlie Guthrie (Car) ɭ Gold 

Colin Livingstone (Car) ɭ Bronze 

Congratulations also to Steve McKay who passed his retest at Gold in an LGV.   

2ÌÌɯ2ÛÌÝÌɀÚɯÈÊÊÖÜÕÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÚÛɯÖÕɯPage 6. 

50/50 Club 2008/09 Season 
 To raise funds for social events, Manchester Group operates a 

50/50 club. 50% of the proceeds go to the social fund, with the 

ÙÌÔÈÐÕËÌÙɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÜÚÌËɯÈÚɯ×ÙÐáÌÚȭɯ3ÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɯÚÌÓÓɯȿÚÏÈÙÌÚɀɯÈÛɯȟƕƖɯ

each and for the next 12 months these are entered in the draw 

that takes place on the first Associate Sunday of each month. The 

winners each month are the first two drawn out of the hat. There 

is no limit to the number of shares each participant can have and 

the scheme is open to Group Members, Associates, their family 

and friends. 

 The next 50/50 year starts on the first Associate Sunday in 

November.  If you would like to take part, print the Application 

Form on the back page of this newsletter and send it with 

payment to Simon Smart before 31st October. Please make 

cheques payable to Manchester Group Social Account. 

In this Issue 
 

Group Chairman Lee Davies reports on the latest casualty 

statistics  and the formation of a new Merseyside Group on Page 

2. 
 

1ÌÈËÐÕÎɯ)ÖÏÕɯ'ÖÓÓÈÕËɀÚɯ3ÏÐÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕËɯÛɀÖÛÏÌÙɯcolumn on Page 3 

might cause you to quickly glance at the date. 
 

Alan Yates ponders personalised number plates and hormone 

replacement therapy on Page  4. 
 

Paul Sykes reports on a day out at the GMP Driver Training 

Centre on Page 5 and Sheila Entwistle gives her account on Page 

9. 
 

Steve McKay gives an interesting account of his retest in a LGV 

on Page 6. 
 

 

Mike Beavan gives some wise advice on parking, Page 7. 
 

John Holland gives advice on staying awake at the wheel, Page 8 
 

Tony Richardson challenges you to try his quiz on Page 9. RoSPA Ramblers, 19 September 2009 
+ÌÛɀÚɯÓÖÖÒɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÖÒÚɯÈÕËɯ"ÙÈÕÕÐÌÚȭɯA 5 mile walk in Daisy Nook 

Country Park on 19 September 2009. 

WALK DETAILS.   This walk will look at old buildings, locations, canals 

and history. It takes place within an area bounded by Ashton ɬ under ɬ 

Lyne, Failsworth, Woodhouses, and the M60 motorway. Damp patches 

(of course), no major climbs, toilets and café at start / finish.    Ample 

FREE car parking.  Map Explorer 277 Grid Ref:  SD920005    Sat.Nav afi-

cionados M35 9WJ. Meet 0945 for 10 o'clock start (prompt). 

This area requires great care when driving.  

Leader Alan (yomper) Yates before 8 am.. 0161 336 4747   mobile 

0784 971 2833. e-mail: yomper20@talktalk.net  

mailto:yomper20@talktalk.net
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By Lee Davies  

 

I ÏÖ×ÌɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÌÕÑÖàÐÕÎɯÛÏÐÚɯÞÖÕËÌÙÍÜÓɯ

summer weather as you sit down to read 

your latest edition of MAINBEAM!  

 If you are driving somewhere in the 

ÍÐÕÈÓɯ ÍÌÞɯ ÞÌÌÒÚɯ ÖÍɯ ȿÚÜÔÔÌÙɀɯ ÛÏÌɯ

Highways Agency are reminding 

drivers to secure their luggage and top 

boxes before setting out, to avoid items 

falling into the road.  

 In the last 12 months Highways 

Agency workers recovered a wide 

ÙÈÕÎÌɯ ÖÍɯ ÐÛÌÔÚɯ ÍÙÖÔɯ $ÕÎÓÈÕËɀÚɯ

motorways, showing that people will 

load their vehicles with everything up 

to and including the kitchen sink. 

 Between 1 July 2008 and 30 June 

2009 the Agency in the North West 

recorded 1,566 reports of debris on its 

motorways ɬ the highest anywhere in 

the country.  

 Many of those items found during 

the summer months came from 

unsecured luggage and topboxes.   

 Items found on motorways in 

England during the last year included: 

kitchen sinks, washing machines, 

fridges, surfboards, sailing dinghies, 

ÓÈÞÕÔÖÞÌÙÚȮɯ ÉÌËÚȮɯ Èɯ ÎÐÈÕÛɯ ȿ1ÐÉÌÕÈɀɯ

berry man, a hot tub, a life-sized child 

rag doll, ladders, bicycles, a greenhouse, 

a garden shed, a plastic sewage tank, a 

fur coat, the nose cone from a plane, a 

ÞÌËËÐÕÎɯËÙÌÚÚɯÈÕËɯÎÙÖÖÔɀÚɯÚÜÐÛɯÈÕËɯÈɯ

ȿ/ÖÙÛÈÓÖÖɀȭɯɯ-ÖÕÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ1Ö # 1ɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯ

(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌȹȵȳȺ 

 
New Merseyside Group 

(ɀÔɯ×ÓÌÈÚÌËɯÛÖɯÈÕÕÖÜÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ

of a new RoADAR Group in our 

neighbouring county Merseyside with 

one or two of our Manchester Group 

members helping to get things going 

over there. Information about the Group 

can be found on their website at 

www.roadarmerseyside.org  where you 

can also watch a Commentary Drive 

video c l ip by  thei r  Chairman. 

[webmaster - ËÖÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÈÕàɯÐËÌÈÚɯ

from your Chairman]! The Group looks 

very promising and we wish everyone 

involved good luck.  

 
Road Casualties Lowest Ever! 

The Department for Transport has 

published statistics on road casualties 

reported to the police in Great Britain in 

2008. 

 The number of people killed in road 

collisions fell by 14 per cent from 2,946 

in 2007 to 2,538 in 2008.  In collisions 

reported to the police 28,572 people 

were killed or seriously injured in 2008, 

7 per cent fewer than in 2007.  There 

were just under 231,000 road casualties 

in Great Britain in 2008, 7 per cent less 

than in 2007. 

 The number of deaths among car 

users in 2008 was 1,257, 12 per cent less 

than in the previous year.   The reported 

number seriously injured fell by 7 per 

cent to 10,711.  Total reported casualties 

among car users were 149,188, 8 per cent 

lower than 2007. Traffic estimates 

indicate a 1 per cent fall in car and taxi 

traffic over the period.  

 Reported Child casualties fell by 8 

per cent. The number of children killed 

or seriously injured in 2008 was 2,807 

(down 9 per cent on 2007). Of those, 

1,784 were pedestrians, 6 per cent down 

on 2007. 124 children died on the roads, 

2 per cent higher than in the previous 

year, when the lowest ever child fatality 

figure of 121 was recorded. 

 There were 572 pedestrian deaths, 11 

per cent less than in 2007. Reported 

killed or serious injured casualties fell by 

4 per cent to 6,642. The all pedestrian 

casualty figure fell to 28,482 in 2008, 6 

per cent lower than 2007. 

 The number of pedal cyclists killed 

fell by 15 per cent from 136 in 2007 to 

115 in 2008. The number of seriously 

injured rose by 1 per cent to 2,450. The 

total casualties among pedal cyclists rose 

by 1 per cent to 16,297. 

 There were 493 motorcycle user 

fatalities in collisions reported to the 

police in 2008, 16 per cent lower than 

during 2007. The reported number of 

killed or seriously injured fell compared 

to 2007 (down 10 percent from 6,737 in 

2007 to 6,049 in 2008).  The all 

motorcycle user casualties figure for 

2008 of 21,550 is 8 per cent lower than in 

2007.  

 There were 170,591 road collisions 

reported to the police involving personal 

injury in 2008, 6 per cent fewer than in 

2007.  Of these, 25,462 collisions 

involved death or serious injury, 6 

percent fewer than in 2007 (27,036). 

 
'M-Phobia' condemns lost generation 
of Britons to life in the slow lane 

Fear of motorways and a lack of driving 

skills have created a 'lost generation' of 

drivers who avoid M -roads at all costs, 

new research reveals.  One in seven 

motorists ɬ nearly 5 million in total ɬ say 

they lack vital skills for motorway 

driving, rising to one in five among 

drivers who have passed their test 

within the last five years, according to a 

survey.  

 The study comes as instructors report 

that a phenomenon dubbed 'M-phobia' 

is driving thousands onto more 

dangerous A-roads, hurting small 

businesses, and in some cases producing 

whole families of motorway avoiders. 

Some drivers fear motorways so much 

they spend decades, or even generations, 

avoiding them, according to a panel of 

driving instructors.  

 Learner drivers in the UK are not 

allowed to drive on motorways, are not 

tested on practical motorway skills, and 

do not have to take motorway lessons 

once licensed. This means many new 

drivers lack confidence and skills 

specific to motorways. Driving too 

slowly and not observing safe following 

distances or merging safely when joining 

the motorway are the problems most 

commonly seen by instructors.  

 The evidence suggests motorways 

are Britain's most feared roads, with a 

lost generation of drivers avoiding them 

completely. Yet, statistically, they are 

our safest roads.  

From the Chair 



 

MAINBEAM A u g u s t  2 0 0 9  

By John Holland  

 

A very old joke tells of an American 

sight-seeing in the Cotswolds.   

Asked for his views he said that he 

thought the names of the villages 

ÞÌÙÌɯØÜÈÐÕÛȭɯɯɯɁ(ɯÓÖÝÌËɯ"ÏÐ××ÐÕÎɯ

Sodbury, Chipping Camden and 

Chipping Norton, but despite all 

those signs I never ever came across 

ÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌɯÖÍɯ+ÖÖÚÌɯ"ÏÐ××ÐÕÎÚȵɂ 

 Remember those signs?   And 

the fact that they had the reminder 

ȿƖƔ,/'ɀȳɯɯɯ6ÌÓÓɯÕÖÞȮɯ(ɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÈɯ

variation of that message which is 

prolific in the Stockport area, and 

maybe other areas too, that makes 

me wonder if Elf and Safety have 

found a new plaything.   For the 

current message on those Loose 

Chippings signs has, in addition, 

ɀƕƔɯ ,/'ɯɬ #ÈÕÎÌÙɯ ÖÍɯ 2ÒÐËËÐÕÎɀȭɯɯɯ

The earlier signs were a warning of 

the danger and inconvenience of 

chippings being thrown about, but 

ÚÜÙÌÓàɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÖËÈàɀÚɯ ÔÖÛÖÙÐÕÎɯ ÞÖÙÓËɯ

can we really expect all drivers to 

adhere to the advice of that halved-

lower speed limit, given that I have 

seen these signs on our major roads.   

If it is considered that we need to be 

told this information, why are we 

not told when that particular 

hazard comes to an end? 

 
CHANGING SIDES 

 What a kerfuffle there is in the 

exotic laid-back Pacific island of 

Samoa!   On 7th September they will 

change the habit of a lifetime and 

swop sides from driving on the 

right to driving on the left.   This 

has been done in a bid to cut down 

on the importation of expensive 

left-hand drive vehicles from 

America, and at the same time 

encourage some of the 250,000 

Samoans who live in Australia and 

New Zealand to send over 

right -hand drive vehicles to their 

families. 

 To ease the change over, 

September 7th and 8th have been 

declared national holidays and a 

test track has been built to give 

locals practice.   As you might 

expect, this change is not being 

accepted placidly, with a pressure 

group, PASS (People Against 

Switching Sides), being formed.   A 

very real argument for 

consideration is that buses, which 

include those used for school runs, 

would be dropping off and picking 

up passengers on in the middle of 

the road.   Bus fleets and taxi firms 

claim that they will need additional 

resources to make the conversions 

as insurance premiums will escalate 

if they do not.    

 This will be the first time a 

country has changed sides since 

1970, when Burma did so. 

 I can speak from personal 

experience of being berated for such 

a change, for when I was Editor of 

MAINBEAM, for the April issue in 

one particular year, I did a spoof 

story about a move to introduce 

and adopt the change-over in the 

UK.   I said that because it was such 

a radical change, on a particular 

Sunday (I gave a date which 

coincided with our next Associate 

Sunday which we operated from 

Barnes Hospital at that time), 

Cheadle High Street would change 

over for a 3-hour period, between 

9am and noon, to allow drivers to 

get used to the idea.   Then the 

changeover would be introduced 

gradually throughout the country 

over the following month.   Good 

clean, simple fun, eh? 

 Not for one of our Members 

though!   She rang me at home 

absolutely furious that this was the 

first that she had heard about it, 

that there had been no referendum 

and what was the Group going to 

do about it, especially as that trial 

day would be on an Associate 

Sunday, when our Observers 

would more than likely be using 

that stretch of road on their routes?  

She berated me as though it was my 

idea (which, thinking about it, it 

was), and threatened to storm 

Downing Street.   She went on for 

some length before I could interject 

ÉàɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁȹ(ɯÜÚÌËɯÏÌÙɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÕÈÔÌɯ

here) have a look at the front page 

of MAINBEAM.   Now look at the 

top and under the banner ɬ what do 

àÖÜɯÚÌÌȳɂɯɯɯ2ÏÌɯÛÖÓËɯÔÌɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

date.   What, I asked, was the date?   

2ÏÌɯÙÌÈËɯÖÜÛɯȿ ×ÙÐÓɀȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯ

storm really broke!   She told me 

that I had no right whatsoever to 

print such stories as that as we were 

a responsible organisation! 

 If any Samoan Government 

officials read this, take comfort that 

you only have a 175,000 population 

to contend with, for I can guarantee 

none can reach the ferocity of this 

Group member!  

Keep Space. 
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This, that and tôother 
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Bits ónô Bobs 
By Alan Yates 
 
It can't happen to me ï can it? 

A headline in the Saturday Telegraph 

×È×ÌÙɯ Ɂ!ÌÞÈÙÌɯ %ÙÌÕÊÏɯ ×ÌÛÙÖÓȮɯ !ÙÐÛÐÚÏɯ

ÛÖÜÙÐÚÛÚɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÛÖÓËɂɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÏÈËɯ ÔÌɯ

wondering just what else we can blame 

them for.  

 On closer reading though it seems 

that some French petrol stations have 

been selling a grade of fuel that can 

damage your car engine if your car was 

built prior to the year 2000. 

 A European Union Directive states 

that all petrol must include between 5% 

and 10% of Ethanol by 2013. So this 

ÕÌÞɯɁÌÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓÓàɯÍÙÐÌÕËÓàɂɯÍÜÌÓɯÐÚɯ

on sale over the channel. The fuel 95-

E10 is a mix of regular unleaded and 

ethanol and really only suitable for 

newer vehicles. The pumps are situated 

near to each other and the propensity 

of motorists to put diesel fuel in their 

cars instead of petrol being how it is, 

there is certainly a need to watch out 

and look closely at the RON number on 

the pump.  

 I believe that in Great Britain we use 

95 or 98 RON  for our cars. As an aside 

I fill up once a month with super 

unleaded and find my car, a 1998 Fiat 

Punto, runs a lot better. It has more 

Ɂ×ÖÒÌɂɯ ÈÕËɯ Èɯ ÉÌÛÛÌÙɯ ÔÐÓÌÈÎÌɯ

consumption.  

 So can it happen to me? Well 

unlikely, Joan is not a traveller, and 

unless they suddenly bring the fuel 

over to England then I'll just watch out 

for the diesel and petrol pumps. But 

you more adventurous ones had better 

look closely at the nozzles before filling 

up. 

 
Number Plates 

The quest for my own personal number 

plate, YAT 3S, almost took a step 

forward today.   

 There in the car registrations 

columns was Y3 ATS.  Is it near 

enough? Can I justify the expense? Joan 

has her almost unprintable view on it.  

So should I raid the hole in the wall 

and go for it? 

 
 
 

Medication 

A recent visit to The Christie to review 

my medication and treatment caused a 

bit of a laugh. It seems that one of the 

side effects of Hormone Replacement 

Therapy for men (Zoladex) can result 

in some weird and wonderful side 

effects. Hot flushes (like the girls), 

larger boobs (like the girls), but the one 

that interests me is that quite a lot of 

men report that they have this urge to 

spend money on household items and 

such like. 

 An old school friend undergoing the 

same treatment found himself buying 

small glass items of very little value 

form shops and littering his flat with 

them. On meeting a new girl -friend he 

was persuaded that maybe they were 

really just a load of old tat.  

 My consultant tells of another 

patient who resorted to having 

matching curtains all over the house. 

Bathroom, toilet, bedrooms, lounge, 

dinning room, hall, etc. So is my 

number plate quest just a product of 

my medication? No, Joan doesn't buy 

that one either. 

Hard Shoulder Running 
 By Lee Davies 
 
 
Innovative Hard Shoulder Scheme Will Further Increase Traffic Capacity On M42  

A £3 million project to cut congestion by opening up more of the M42 hard shoulder to traffic at busy times has been an-

nounced by Transport Minister Chris Mole.  

 When the scheme is complete in December road users travelling southbound on the M42 at Junction 5 (near Solihull) 

will be the first in the UK to be able to drive along the motorway hard shoulder between junction slip roads. Previously 

drivers were required to exit the hard shoulder when approaching the junction.  

 The Highways Agency will be realigning the southbound hard shoulder through Junction 5 and installing six CCTV 

traffic monitoring cameras and two electronic message signs which will direct traffic and give information to road users. 

All the work is within the existing highway boundary.  

 Transport Minister Chris Mole said:  

Ɂ ÊÛÐÝÌɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯÏÈÚɯÔÈËÌɯÑÖÜÙÕÌàÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ,ƘƖɯÕÌÈÙɯ!ÐÙÔÐÕÎÏÈÔɯÚÈÍÌÙɯÈÕËɯÔÖÙÌɯÙÌÓÐÈÉÓÌȭɯ3ÖɯÔÈßÐÔÐÚÌɯÉÌÕÌɪ

fits and further increase capacity the Highways Agency is now making more of the hard shoulder available to traffic at 

busy times. 

 Ɂ3ÏÐÚɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÈÓÚÖɯÖÍÍÌÙɯÌÝÌÕɯÎÙÌÈÛÌÙɯÚÈÍÌÛàɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÉÓÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÈàɯÐÕɯÓÈÕÌɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÑÜÕÊÛÐÖÕȮɯÙÈÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈn 

ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÖÝÌɯÖÝÌÙɯÞÏÌÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÈÙËɯÚÏÖÜÓËÌÙɯÌÕËÚȭɂ 
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By John Holland  
 
An occasional look at back issues 

 Reading through back copies of our 

Newsletter (from 1974) produced my choice 

of topics, some serious, some exotic and 

quirky, others a reflection of the times.   

Some of the items are not attributed, to 

protect the innocent.    
JUNE 1976 - BALANCING THE 
BOOKS 

 My congratulations go to the driver 

ÖÍɯÈÕɯɁ$ɂɯÙÌÎÐÚÛÌÙÌËɯ3ÙÐÜÔ×Ïɯ'ÌÙÈÓËɯ

that I followed in the rush hour in 

Stockport this morning.  For his driving 

was so steady that a book that he had 

obviously forgotten and which was 

×ÌÙÊÏÌËɯÖÕɯÏÐÚɯÉÖÖÛɯÓÐËɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÍÈÓÓɯÖÍÍȵɯɯ

,ÐÕËɯ àÖÜȮɯ (ɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ ÏÖÞɯ ÔÈÕàɯ

books he started with! 

I. Wytness 
NOVEMBER 1977 - NOW YOU SEE 
THEM, NOW YOU DONôT   

Why is it that this country spends £47M 

on paint to camouflage Army vehicles, 

and yet whenever they travel in convoy 

all vehicles have their headlights on in 

ËÈàÓÐÎÏÛȳɯɯ2ÜÙÌÓàɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÔÖÜÍÓÈÎÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯ

ÉÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÎÖÖËȱȭȭɯÊÈÕɯÐÛȳ 

John Holland 

JUNE 1994 - RUST IN PIECE 

Rich American George Swanson (71) 

who died recently, bought 12 

Graveyard plots, so he could be buried 

sitting behind the wheel of his Corvette 

car.  Officials are worried it might set a 

precedent. 

Not attributed 
OCTOBER 1978  -TO LIGHT OR NOT 
TO LIGHT    

 To light or not to light, that is the 

question asked by many motorcyclists.  

But whether it is safer in the mind 

when to switch on, at the risk of 

suffering the slings and arrows of 

outraged motorists who are constantly 

blinded by badly adjusted motorcycle 

headlamps ɬ is a matter of debate. 

 A lot of motorcyc l ists are 

automatically using dipped headlamps 

ALL THE TIME.  As a thinking rider I 

consider this to be wrong. 

 We are trained to use our heads and 

only do things which are necessary ie. 

Ɂ6Ïàɯ ÎÐÝÌɯ Èɯ ÚÐÎÕÈÓɯ ÜÕÓÌÚÚɯ ÞÌɯ ÕÌÌËɯ

ÖÕÌȳɂɯÈÕËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÙÜÓÌɯɁ6ÏàɯÜÚÌɯ

your headlamps in daytime if no one is 

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌÕÌÍÐÛȳɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯÔÈÐÕɯÈÙÎÜÔÌÕÛɯ

ÍÖÙɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯÐÚɯɁ!ÜÛɯÌÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯÊÈÕɯÚÌÌɯ

ÔÌɯ ÉÌÛÛÌÙȵɂɯ ɯ ,ÖÚÛɯ ÏÌÈËÓÈÔ×Úɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÚÖɯ

badly adjusted that after they have 

gone by no one can see anything 

because they are dazzled. 

 Would it not be better if we, like the 

Advanced Motorcyclists we are, or aim 

to be, made ourselves so conspicuous 

that we are easily sees without 

headlamps, (adopting the safety 

position helps too). 

 Too many of us are using 

headlamps as a magic wand to make 

all hazards disappear from the face of 

the Earth.  It pays to remember that the 

headlamp is also a substitute horn 

warning which is not available if the 

headlamp is already switched on. 

 Having said all that, let us not go 

the other way and fail to use the 

headlamp when necessary, there are 

times when in fading daylight, heavy 

rain, fog, smoke and falling snow when 

we are in fact obliged to do so by law 

(see also the Highway Code, Rule 

111d). I hope everyone is now suitably 

confused whether to light or not to 

light ɬ all I can say is IF IN DOUBT 

USE IT!  

Roger Taylor 
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Reflections of MAINBEAM 

By Paul Sykes  
 

 I would first like to convey my thanks to the GMP for 

allowing us the opportunity to visit the driver training 

centre.  I found the day to be very enlightening, and was 

very impressed by the class room session.  

 The main topic was the physics of the vehicle and 

cornering. A white board was used to show the system of 

car control on approach to a corner, during the corner and 

the exit of the corner, it was demonstrated on the white 

board how the apex of a bend is just as useful as the limit 

point and in some instances even more useful than the limit 

point, and even taking a late apex to put less pressure on the 

vehicle. 

 The talk also included the sad fact that a lot of drivers 

mainly young ones, lose their life on bends just like the one 

drawn on the board. One of the main reasons for this is that 

they have never been shown or had any training in 

cornering. 

 After the class room we split into two groups and went 

out for a drive, we went out in a blue unmarked Ford 

Mondeo TDCI that was equipped with blue lights to the 

front and a small POLICE sticker on the boot. This vehicle is 

normally used as a training vehicle for pursuit training, 

being chased by trainees. I felt the driver showed 

considerable skill while giving the demonstration drive, and 

talked us through what he was doing and why he was 

doing it.  

 I felt the day went well and that the GMP have a lot to 

offer us as a group / organization.  The officers doing the 

training showed interest in working together more in the 

future, and a sit in on VIP convoy training was mentioned, 

that sounds very interesting.  

Visit to GMP Openshaw 
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By Steve McKay 

 
Monday 29th June saw me under the 

scrutiny of ROSPA examiner Bob Brittain 

for my LGV re-test. (Vehicle kindly 

supplied by Morrisonôs supermarkets). 

  The test was about a month late due to 

Bobôs trip to Gibraltar to train customs 

officers. As this was my fourth ROSPA test 

with Bob I felt quite relaxed in the presence 

of  "The Examiner". 

 I asked Bob if it would be okay for me to 
change the format of the test slightly in 

order to make it more interesting for both 

of us.  Whilst I obviously had to meet the 

criteria of the ROSPA test by driving to the 

principles laid down in Roadcraft I told 

Bob that I intended to concentrate my 

commentary on the different driving 

techniques required by the drivers of 

LGVs, focusing mainly on vehicle 

dynamics and fuel economy. 

 Some readers may be aware that Bob is a 
Guinness Champion for fuel efficient 

driving, having gained the award for 

driving a Vauxhall Belmont (remember 

them?  It was an Astra with a boot), with 

one of his police colleagues under strict 

Guinness Book conditions. 

  So under the watchful eye of an "expert" I 

had to put my old BRS Road Services 

Driver Development instructorôs hat on. 

Driver Development was the fore runner of 

the government sponsored Safe and Fuel 

Efficient Driving scheme.  (SAFED).  As 
the title suggests the scheme was 

introduced to reduce fuel use and to 

enhance the road safety of the transport 

industry. As I play no part in Morrisonôs 

driver training programme I was concerned 

that I may be a bit rusty....in for a penny in 

for a pound!  I neednôt have worried as the 

SAFED part of the drive went extremely 

well, more of which later. 

  I met Bob in Congleton and after the usual 

formalities he asked me some "show me, 
tell me" questions, all LGV related.  As this 

was Bobs first time in an "automated" as 

opposed to automatic vehicle a thorough 

explanation of the controls was called for. 

  A normal automatic gearbox employs a 

fluid flywheel and torque converter which 

will allow the vehicle to hold stationary or 

creep forward at tick over when the brakes 

are released. The automated gearbox on the 

DAF tractor unit that I was driving uses a 

single plate clutch transmitting the drive to 

a 12 speed constant mesh gearbox; 

however, there is no clutch pedal; the 

engines electronics engage and disengage 

the clutch as required. 

  Once the ECU has worked out the weight 
of the vehicle it will engage the correct gear 

for pulling away, then change gear 

automatically at the most fuel efficient part 

of the rev range. Somewhere in the depths 

of the gearbox is a device called an 

inclinometer which measures the uphill or 

downhill gradient to aid gear selection from 

rest and when climbing hills.  Its all much 

too clever!  Give me a 16 speed manual 

box any day. 

  Once on the move the differences in 

driving technique are immediately 
apparent.  Apart from the obvious things 

such as length, width, height and weight 

and not forgetting that artics bend, some of 

the not so obvious things rear their head, 

such as the time it takes to accelerate and 

the distance that it takes to stop.  Any 

overtaking manoeuvres need to be carefully 

planned; even overtaking a cyclist is not as 

simple as it would be with a car.  Trucks 

just havenôt got the performance, especially 

when laden at anything up to the 44 ton 
legal limit. 

  DAF trucks are fitted with a powerful 

engine brake which literally turns the 

engine into a compressor giving excellent 

retardation.  Roughly 85% of the braking 

effort required to stop is carried out by the 

engine brake, leaving the service brakes 

cool should they be needed in a hurry.  The 

reason for these secondary braking systems 

is to prevent brake fade which occurs when 

the brake linings and discs get too hot and 

start to lose their stopping power.  This is 
due to kinetic energy which has a huge 

effect on the vehicles momentum, which is 

the vehicles desire to carry on in a straight 

line.  If you want to lose the kinetic energy 

then it must go somewhere and that 

"somewhere" is its conversion into heat, 

hence the effects of brake fade.  If you 

increase your speed by a factor of three, for 

example, from 20 mph to 60mph, then the 

kinetic energy increases by a factor of 

nine.....something to bear in mind next time 
you see an LGV screaming down Windy 

Hill on the M62!  Speed limiters donôt 

work going downhill! 

  Once you have taken kinetic energy and 

momentum into account the last major 

consideration is centrifugal force; the 

tendency of a vehicle to leave the road at a 

tangent to a bend or curve.  At low speeds 

this tendency is kept in check by the tyres 

gripping the road surface, take the bend at 

too high a speed and the vehicle will 

become unstable and may overturn.  Throw 
the effects of tyre grip trade off into the 

equation and you have a recipe for disaster.  

Almost every day traffic bulletins report 

LGVs overturning...nearly always on a 

roundabout or motorway slip road.  A good 

driving tip is to never, ever try to pass an 

LGV in these situations, always wait until it 

is on a straight course.  The average speed 

of an LGV rollover is 26 mph, in a lot of 

cases much lower. 

  Returning to SAFED driving techniques 

the driving style that I displayed to Bob is 
very similar to that which group associates 

are encouraged to adopt during their 

observed runs i.e driving with a high visual 

horizon and having the ability to form a 

flexible driving plan.  One of the fuel 

economy driving myths that I wished to 

dispel to the expert in the passenger seat 

was the idea that using cruise control is the 

Holy Grail of driving for maximum fuel 

efficiency; it isnôt.  Using the topography of 

your surroundings effectively also helps to 
save fuel and thus wear and tear to you 

vehicle and damage to the environment.  

Simply lifting off the throttle as you crest a 

hill will immediately put your engine on 

over run, so as most of the fuel will be 

returned to the tank and the aforementioned 

kinetic energy will maintain your road 

speed.  To your transport managerôs delight 

his vehicle is now virtually running free of 

charge as far as fuel costs go. 

  To conclude the on road part of my test I 

told Bob about the efforts that the industry 
in general and Morrisonôs in particular are 

making to reduce the carbon footprint of 

their operation.  The Morrisonôs fleet is 

currently being replaced with the latest 

Euro 5 compliant engines and great efforts 

are being made to reduce mileage and 

empty running. 

   To conclude my test Bob had me carry 

out a reverse manoeuvre before asking the 

Highway Code and Roadcraft questions.  

Iôm pleased to say that my slight change to 
the test format still resulted in a Gold 

grade. 

   Many thanks to Bob for an enjoyable re-

test and I mustnôt forget my transport 

manager at Morrisonôs Northwich for his 

continuing support with my ROSPA re-

tests. 

LGV Re-Test 
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Some Thoughts on Parking 
By Mike Beavan 

                                               
óôSTAY: SIT!ôô 

Many were the times I said that to my 

Boxer dog years ago, even though I 

knew he would not stay still for long.  I 

remember taking him to dog training 

on Urmston Meadows to be yelled at 

by a police dog trainer.  The dog 

owners sat their dogs in a line saying 

ÍÐÙÔÓàȮɯ ȿɀÚÛÈàȮɯ ÚÐÛȵɀɀɯ 3ÏÌàɯ ÈÓÓɯ ËÐËɯ ȹÛÏÌɯ

dogs, that is)  as we owners marched 

off across the field, but after just a few 

strides I would hear a noise like that of 

a five year old with a cold and no 

handkerchief ɬ the snuffling breathing 

of a Boxer dog at my heels. All the 

other breeds behaved themselves, 

especially the Alsatians, which became 

known later as German Shepherds ɬ 

rather similar to the way that the 

Daewoo cars suddenly became 

Chevrolets. 

 

Speaking of cars, when we stop, park 

ÈÕËɯ ÓÌÈÝÌɯ ÖÜÙɯ ÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚɯ ÞÌɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ

ÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯ ÚÈàȮɯ ȿɀÚÛÈàȮɯ ÚÐÛȮɀɀɯ ÉÜÛɯ ÞÌɯ ËÖɯ

expect them to stay where we have put 

them.  

 

Last year I had a colleague with an Alfa 

Romeo who was early for an 

appointment so he parked outside the 

premises and made some phone calls. 

Then he went in to do some business. 

After about five minutes he was asked 

if the Alfa that was leaning on a wall 

about 10 yards away was his.  

 

,àɯÕÌÞɯÕÌÐÎÏÉÖÜÙɀÚɯ&ÖÓÍɯÌÚÊÈ×ÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ

his drive  one night after he went to 

bed. I found it across my drive in the 

middle of the road when I came home 

at one in the morning.  

 

In about 1970 I spotted a lovely Rover 

110 which had rolled across a gently 

sloping car park in Stockport before 

coming to rest against some iron 

railings by the pavement. There was a 

very good view of a red badge on his 

grill.  

 

Now, if my Boxer dog had been on a 

lead tied to a lamp post he would not 

have moved.  If that Rover, and  the 

other cars, had been parked in gear 

with the handbrake on it is very 

unlikely that they would have moved 

either. 

 

Only a few days ago my friend went to 

Chester in her Honda, came home and 

parked on her very gently sloping 

drive. When she put the milk bottles 

out an hour later the Honda was in the 

middle of the cul -de-sac. When I visit I 

have to park on the road behind the 

Honda; lucky I was not there at the 

time! 

 

Handbrakes are not always efficient, 

even the new electronic ones, and hot 

braking components do cool off; so 

parking in gear gets my vote, even on a 

flat surface ɬ what do you think?  

 
PARKING THE HARD WAY 

The other day I decided to go to Marks 

and Spencer at Handforth Dean to buy 

a couple of new jumpers. The car park 

was busy and I spotted a space at the 

far end of the one way parking area. 

The space was near the exit, so a sharp 

right 360 degree turn would have been 

needed to leave if I had reversed in, so I 

decided to drive in forwards, not 

something I usually do.  

  

Now I ɭlike everybody elseɭget 

irritated (but try not to show it) when 

drivers reverse out apparently without 

looking properly and cause me to feel a 

crash coming on.  Sometimes, when 

moving slowly in car parks, I use 

dipped headlights ɬ it seems to make 

little difference though.  

  

On leaving the store I found a Chelsea 

Tractor had parked next to my car 

causing an even worse view of moving 

traffic as I reversed out.  I had to 

contend with elderly, slow moving 

pedestrians, trolleys, other cars 

reversing nearby and cars leaving the 

area at much too high a speed. 

 

As I only drive forwards into a space 

about once a year I pondered on why 

otherwise sensible folk insist on doing 

it.  The one and only advantage I see is 

that when you come back with your 

full trolley the boot is at the end of the 

car nearest the trolley.  Carrying six 

or eight bags round to the boot is not 

difficult compared with the difficulties 

and potential dangers of having to 

reverse with sometimes almost zero 

view into unchartered, bad driver 

infested waters, so to speak.  

 

Try to avoid parking next to two door 

cars ɬ could damage your doors, or 

next to vans and high vehicles ɬ poor 

view.  

 

If you reverse in you will not be 

manoeuvring with a cold engine and 

you can buzz off without undue delay, 

a better view and less chance of a low 

speed crash.   Even on Sunday 

mornings we see Observers and 

associates going out of their way to 

find a space to drive into rather than 

using a closer one to back into. We 

might be producing advanced drivers 

but are they advanced parkers?  

 

The driver of a car with the badges of 

another organisation back and front 

who parked in forwards, shockingly 

cock-eyed, near to my car recently at a 

supermarket admitted that they had 

ÕÖÛɯÛÈÒÌÕɯÈɯÛÌÚÛɯȿÍÖÙɯÈɯÞÏÐÓÌȭɀ 

 

(ɀÔɯ ËÜÊÒÐÕÎɯËÖÞÕɯÕÖÞɯÞÐÛÏɯÔàɯÛÐÕɯ

helmet on in case of flack flying!  
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By John Holland 
 

Lie or Die - 3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÙÒɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌɯÐÍɯ

you fall asleep at the wheel. 

 A recent report estimates that 13% of 

British motorists admitted to falling 

asleep whilst driving during the last 12 

months.  As that equates to about 6 

million of us sharing the road, it does 

make you think about the car in front, 

ÉÌÏÐÕËɯÖÙɯÈÓÖÕÎÚÐËÌɯàÖÜɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÐÛȳ 

 I know that I have experienced this 

ÏÖÙÙÖÙȮɯÈÕËɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÖɯÛÏÐÚɯËÈàɯÑÜÚÛɯ

how long I was asleep; was it a 

millisecond or a second or two, or even 

longer?  It happened many years ago 

whilst I was driving alone on the M1 

returning from London.  

 For some the advice given to not 

drive for more than 2 hours at a stretch 

seems to be somewhat unrealistic, but in 

view of the latest figures given there is 

certainly added credence given to that 

advice. 

 Sleepiness, without any doubt, does 

reduce reaction, vigilance, alertness and 

concentration.  These in turn reduce a 

ËÙÐÝÌÙɀÚɯ ÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯ ÛÖɯ ÈÊÊÜÙÈÛÌÓàɯ ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɯ

information, which, in the extreme can 

lead to a crash. 

 One of our former Chief Examiners, 

Mike Collins, has a lovely phrase in 

ËÌÚÊÙÐÉÐÕÎɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÈÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯɁÍÈÛȮɯÞÈÙÔɯ

ÈÕËɯÏÈ××àɂɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÌÌÓȭɯɯɯ,ÖËÌÙÕɯ

cars are very often bought for their 

comfort rather than economy, and 

without doubt such is the luxury that is 

provided, that it equates to sitting at 

home in a comfortable armchair, in a 

nice warm room, watching pictures 

flickering on a screen ɬ fat, warm and 

happy indeed!   And who of us, under 

these conditions, has never dozed in 

front of the television?  

 In the survey, carried out by Kwik -Fit 

41% of the drivers interviewed blamed 

the monotony of the journey, a further 

ƗƝǔɯÎÈÝÌɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯȿÓÈÊÒɯÖÍɯÚÓÌÌ×ɀɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

cause, and 32% admitted to having too 

few breaks on their journeys.  Official 

back up comes from the Sleep Research 

Centre at Loughborough University for 

that body claims that driver fatigue 

ÊÈÜÚÌÚɯ Ü×ɯ ÛÖɯ ƖƔǔɯ ÖÍɯ ȿÈÊÊÐËÌÕÛÚɀɯ ȹÛÏÌÐÙɯ

word), on monotonous roads.  

 Kwik -Fit did the survey for 

commercial reasons ɬ they were 

promoting the benefits of air -

conditioning, or more correctly, the need 

to have this facility serviced properly.   

This, says Kwik-Fit, is perhaps not 

surprising, given that the research also 

found that 89% of motorists had never 

had their air conditioning unit 

recharged. Most manufacturers 

recommend that in order to cool the car 

efficiently, air -conditioning units should 

be recharged every two years.    

David White, customer services director 

at Kwik -%ÐÛȮɯÚÈÐËȯɯɁ2ÛÈàÐÕÎɯÈÞÈÒÌɯÞÏÐÓÌɯ

driving is largely a matter of driver 

discipline. Taking regular breaks, 

making sure you get enough sleep the 

night before a long journey and stopping 

for a sleep if you are tired are all 

imperative. However our research 

shows that a fully functioning air 

conditioning unit might help to prevent 

you from feeling drowsy in the first 

place. 

 Ɂ6ÏÐÓÚÛɯ ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ Èɯ ÊÖÖÓÌÙɯ ÐÕ-car 

temperature might make you less likely 

to feel sleepy you should never rely on 

turning up the air conditioning unit as a 

ȿÞÈÒÌ-Ü×ɯ ÊÈÓÓɀȭɯ 3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯ ÖÕÓàɯ ÖÕÌɯ ÚÈÍÌɯ

ÊÜÙÌɯÐÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎɯÚÓÌÌ×àɯÉÌÏÐÕËɯÛÏÌɯ

ÞÏÌÌÓȭɯ/ÜÓÓɯÖÝÌÙɯÈÕËɯÏÈÝÌɯÈɯÚÓÌÌ×ȭɂ 

 On long journeys it can be a good 

plan to have pre-selected stopping 

places to have a break.   In this way the 

ËÙÐÝÌÙɯÏÈÚɯÈɯÙÌÈÚÖÕÈÉÓÌɯȿÛÈÙÎÌÛɀɯÛÖɯÈÐÔɯ

for, rather than just pushing on.   Two 

drivers able to share, of course, makes 

good sense, and if, like me you are one 

ÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÓÜÊÒàɯÖÕÌÚɯÞÏÖɯÊÈÕɯȿ×ÖÞÌÙ-ÕÈ×ɀɯ

then this is a valuable bonus. 

 Lie or Die?  Very cynical, but also 

with a strong element of truth: in the 

event of being involved in an incident 

due to falling asleep at the wheel drivers 

are advised to follow that advice.  

Lie or Die 

Bag it, Bin it 
By Lee Davies 
 
 
Bag It Bin It 

For the Highways Agency, litter is not only unsightly but also a threat to the environment. Clearing rubbish also puts 

workers at risk of injury and diverts resources away from road maintenance and repairs. The Highways Agency estimates 

that approximately 700,000 bags of litter are removed from our road network in England every year.  

 

 Úɯ×ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯȿ!ÈÎɯÐÛɯÈÕËɯ!ÐÕɯÐÛɀȮɯËÙÐÝÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÌÕÊÖÜÙÈÎÌËɯÛÖɯÊÈÙÙàɯÈɯÓÐÛÛÌÙɯÉÈÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌɯÛÖɯÊÖÓÓÌÊÛɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÙÜÉÉÐÚÏɯunt il 

it can be safely disposed of.  To get the message across, the Highways Agency is distributing biodegradable and recyclable 

paper litter bags from its exhibition stand at events this summer.  
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By Tony Richardson 

 
HIGHWAY CODE 
1. A broken white line marks the centre of the roadɭwhat other information does it give?  

  (Highway Code Rule 127) 

2. There are a dozen places where you must not stop or parkɭname four                

  (Highway Code Rule 243)  

3.  In the event of a breakdown, how far behind your vehicle should you place a warning triangle?        

 (Highway Code Rule 274)  

 
ROADCRAFT 

1. What information is given by other vehicle lights when night driving ?           

 (Page 33 Roadcraft) 

2. What is the summary of factors affecting cornering? 

  (Page 121 Roadcraft)  

3. What are the four principles of safe cornering? 

 (Page 124 Roadcraft)  

 

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated. 

Rememberɭyou may be asked one of the above questions on your next Sunday visit! 

Tonyôs Quiz 
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Openshaw Visit 
 By Sheila Entwistle 

 

Manchester Group Member Scott Cowap, who is also 

Chairman of Altrincham Advanced Motorists (AAM), 

recently organised a trip to the GMP Driver Training Unit at 

Openshaw.   Scott kindly invited three Manchester Group 

members to accompany three AAM  members on 22 July.  

Becky McCabe, Paul Sykes & myself volunteered to 

represent Manchester Group. 

 The six of us met up at the Openshaw canteen for a quick 

drink before we were greeted by PC Steve Cottam who gave 

a presentation on the art of driving around corners and 

overtaking.  We were asked all sorts of questions on these 

two subjects; I think we answered them all correctly (as if I 

would tell you anything different anyway).  

 After the presentation the three of us were taken out for 

a demo drive given by P.C. Steve Cottam.  The three AAM 

members went with P.C. Kevin Power.  

 We went in a Ford Mondeo 2litre Diesel with 6 Gears. He 

showed very skilfully the different ways he had just 

explained of how to drive around corners, as well as  

overtaking techniques on very narrow country lanes such as 

those around Cheshire.  Steve did manage to find a cafe for 

a drink half way through which was very welcome (once 

my stomach had settled) from the first drive (only joking). 

 We then set off again for another ride around the 

countryside, Steve on both drives giving a commentary on 

how he was dealing with all the road conditions and how 

he was making the best use of the car for each condition.    

 I think I learned a lot from being shown how to drive 

safely while making progress in various road conditions.   

 So on behalf of the Manchester Group RoADAR I would 

like to say thank you to the GMP Driver Training Unit for 

the time they spent with us on that day.  

Becky McCabe with GMP Driver Trainer PC Steve Cottam. 
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MANCHESTER GROUP 

 
RoSPA ADVANCED DRIVERS AND RIDERS 

www.safedriversandriders.org.uk 

Contributions to MAINBEAM are welcome and should be sent to Simon Smart. 

The views and opinions expressed in this Newsletter are those of the individual contributors and do not necessarily express the 

views or  policies of RoSPA, RoSPA Advanced Drivers and Riders or MANCHESTER GROUP. 

MAINBEAM Manchester Group 

HONOURS AND COMMITTEE   

GROUP PRESIDENT John Holland, MBE, john@strines82.freeserve.co.uk 0161 449 7757 

HONORARY MEMBERS 
Syd Hinks (1975); Peter Croft (1991 - 2006); Phil Harrison (1991);  

Neil Ashton (1995); Margaret Dyson (2004); Jean Farmer (2006); Mike Beavan (2009)  

CHAIRMAN Lee Davies, chairman@safedriversandriders.com 07966 101441 

VICE-CHAIRMAN Mike Beavan  

SECRETARY Debbie McNamara, secretary@safedriversandriders.com 07968 313853 

TREASURER Simon Smart, treasurer@safedriversandriders.com 01565 654267 

OBSERVER TRAINERS  
Cars: Martin Robinson, busrobin@nildram.co.uk 01270 766072 

Motorcycles: Dave Timmins, ride.with.mchr.roadar@gmail.com 01270 610332 

Cars: Sheila Entwistle, sheila.ent@tiscali.co.uk 07855 905343 

ASSOCIATE ORGANISERS  

Motorcycles: Dave Timmins, ride.with.mchr.roadar@gmail.com 01270 610332 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY John Holland, MBE,  john@strines82.freeserve.co.uk 0161 449 7757 

SOCIAL EVENTS Hugh McAdam 0161 335 0615 

PUBLICITY Bekcy McCabe  

NEWSLETTER EDITOR Simon Smart,  info@safedriversandriders.com 01565 654267 

DISTRIBUTION Jean Farmer  

WEB ADMINISTRATOR Simon Smart, webmaster@safedriversandriders.com  

GROUP OBSERVERS   

CAR OBSERVERS 

Martin Robinson (Observer Trainer) Mike Beavan, Lee Davies, Jean 

Farmer, John Holland, Glyn Jones, Hugh McAdam, Rebecca McCabe, 

Debbie McNamara, Kris Newton, Tony Richardson, Mike Singleton, 

Simon Smart 

 

BIKE OBSERVERS Dave Timmins, Alan Tainsh   

http://www.safedriversandriders.org.uk
mailto:john@strines82.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:ride.with.mchr.roadar@gmail.com
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50/50 Club 2009 Application  
 

Dear Reader,  
 
Here is your chance to purchase a share in the Manchester Group annual 50/50 Club.  Simply complete the 
form below and send it with your payment to reach Simon Smart, the Group Treasurer no later than 31st 
October 2009.  

To:  Simon Smart, 2 Grebe Close, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 8HW.  Tel: 01565 654267  
 
I wish to take é.. share(s) at Ã12 per share in the 50/50 Club to run for 12 months commencing on the first 
Associate meeting in November 2009.  My cheque/postal order payable to ñMANCHESTER GROUP SOCIAL 
ACCOUNT ò for the sum of Ã éé is enclosed. 

Please print the name(s) and address(es) of shareholder(s) below:   
 
................................ ................................ ................................ ..............................  
 
................................ ................................ ................................ ..............................  
 
................................ ................................ ................................ ..............................  
 
................................ ................................ ................................ ..............................  
 
Applicant:  ................................ ..........   Applicantôs Signature: ................................ .....  


