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AGM Awards  
Bob Graham Trophy 

Group Secretary Debbie McNamara was awarded the Bob 

Graham Memorial Trophy in her absence.  Bob was a 

Motorcycle Examiner and a police officer with Cheshire 

Constabulary, who was tragically killed on his way home 

from work in February 2001.  This trophy, presented to the 

Group by his widow, Janet, is awarded annually to the most 

outstanding newcomer to the group.  Debbie was absent on 

the night of the AGM, but was presented with the Trophy by 

&ÙÖÜ×ɯ "ÏÈÐÙÔÈÕɯ +ÌÌɯ #ÈÝÐÌÚɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯ ÞÌÌÒÚɀɯ

Committee Meeting.  

 

See pages 2 and 3 for more on the AGM. 

 

Test Successes  
Congratulations to Cliff Williams who recently passed his motorcycle test at Gold standard.   Congratulations also 

to Paul Dunn who recently passed his car re-test with a Silver.  Well done to you both.  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, February 09 

First, No 4 Margaret Dyson, drawn by Tony Richardson  

Second, No 24 Mike Beavan, drawn by Mike Middleton  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, March 09 

First, No 38 Martin Robinson drawn by Damian Boland  

Second, No 21 Duncan Skidmore, drawn by Phil Warren  

FIFTY-FIFTY DRAW, April 09  

First, No 7 David Bialick drawn by Mike Beavan  

Second, No 20 Alan Burton, drawn by Andrew Livingstone  

Group Social, 12 May 09  
"More Tales From the Courtroom" by Adrian Farrow.  

Adrian is a barrister working from Peel Court Chambers in 

Manchester. Before joining Peel Court, Adrian was Principal 

Crown Prosecutor with the Crown Prosecution Service in 

Manchester. Although Adrian specialises in cases involving 

fraud and causing death by dangerous driving, he will be 

sharing with us the more humorous side of his professional 

practice. 

In this Issue  
On Page 2 Lee Davies provides a low-down of the main points 

arising from the AGM and reports on how Greater Manchester 

roads are becoming safer. 

 

More from the AGM on page 3.  

 

)ÖÏÕɯ'ÖÓÓÈÕËɀÚɯȿ3ÏÐÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕËɯÛɀÖÛÏÌÙɀɯÖÕɯ/ÈÎÌɯƘȮɯÓÐÕÒÚɯÚ×ÌÌËȮɯ

responsibility and street lighting.  

 

Page 5. Alan Yates has another bite at the Mottram by-pass saga. 

 

By Page 6 John Holland gets a bit cross. 

 

A report on the latest Group Walk by that mysterious character 

Andy Walker on Page 7 is followed by some photos on Page 8.  

 

On  Page 9 Tony Richardson challenges you to try his quiz. 
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By Lee Davies  

 
Annual General Meeting 2009 
It was fantastic to see 25 Group members 

and Examiners at the AGM last month. If 

àÖÜɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÔÈÒÌɯÐÛȮɯ(ɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÚÛɯ

year has seen some recording breaking 

milestones: 

¶ Largest membership ɬ ever! 

¶ Largest number of Observers ɬ ever! 

¶ Youngest Gold pass ɬ ever! 

¶ Widest range of member benefits ɬ ever! 

 

The number of members renewing and 

joining is extremely healthy as is our 

number of Observers:  

Members renewed: 74 

Associates joined: 41 

Car Observers :  14 (+ 3 training) 

Bike Observers:  2 

 

The most rewarding news for the Group is 

the massive increase in the number of first 

time Gold passes over the last year as 

shown below. This just goes to show how 

good the quality of training of our 

volunteer Observers must be ɬ so 

congratulations to all those involved!  

 
Congratulations also go to those who won 

the following awards (see also front page): 

¶ Simon Smart ɬ Peter Croft Award  

¶ Debbie McNamara ɬ Bob Graham 

Trophy  

¶ Mike Beavan ɬ Group Honorary 

Membership 

I am pleased to report that our committee is 

now full to capacity following the 

nominations and elections of 3 new 

committee members ɬ thank you for 

volunteering and welcome to you all:  

¶ Mike Beavan 

¶ Becky McCabe 

¶ Hugh McAdam  

 

Greater Manchester Roads are Safer! 
Recently released figures reveal that road 

fatalities in 2008 were down on the roads of 

Greater Manchester by 34% compared to 

the previous year. Last year there were a 

total of 61 fatal collisions compared to 93 

road deaths in 2007. 

 

Greater Manchester Police Superintendant 

Alan Greene said: 

 

ȿ ÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯ ÛÏÌÙÌɯ ÏÈÚɯ ÉÌÌÕɯ Èɯ ÚÐÎÕÐÍÐÊÈÕÛɯ

decrease in fatalities on our roads, the 

majority of these deaths are still avoidable. 

Driver behaviour and attitude is a constant 

contribution towards these collisions. I am 

not yet satisfied that we, as road users are 

doing everything that we can to improve 

the way we act when using the road. All 

road users should be encouraged to be 

more responsible for their actions; if this is 

considered and put into practice, than I am 

adamant that figures will continue to 

ÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɀȭ 

 

Steve Lee of Greater Manchester Casualty 

Reduction Partnership added: 

ȿ6ÌɯÊÖÕÛÐÕÜÌɯÛÖɯÚÛÙÐÝÌɯÛÖɯÙÌËÜÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÕÜÔÉÌÙɯ

of deaths on our roads. I find it encouraging 

knowing that the figures are down but 

saddened to know that deaths are still 

occurring. Roads are getting busier all the 

time making it difficult for pedestrians to 

cross safely and motorists and cyclists to get 

to their destination smoothly. You have full 

control of your safety so think and act 

responsibly and hopefully with the work 

we continue to do as a Casualty Reduction 

Partnership, we can reduce the figures even 

ÍÜÙÛÏÌÙɀȭ 

 

Of the 61 fatals, 28 were pedestrians, 13 

were drivers, 7 were passengers, 4 cyclists 

and 7 motorcyclists.  

 

Foreign drivers loophole closed 

Thousands of foreign drivers have escaped 

punishment in the last year despite being 

caught speeding, North Wales Police have 

revealed ɬ but the law will shortly change 

to address this. 

 
In a reply to a Freedom of Information 

request, the force said 3,536 offences were 

recorded by cameras in the last 12 months - 

up 2,146 on the previous year. But they 

were not punished because police cannot 

send a notice of intended prosecution 

w i t h i n  t h e  r e q u i r e d  t i m e .  

 

However, the law has been changed and 

from 1 April 2009 the Local Transport Act 

will allow the DVLA to ask its equivalent 

body in foreign countries for the contact 

details of non-UK drivers.  

 

Crazy Road Signs 

'ÌÙÌɀÚɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÖÕÛÏÚɯÞÐÕÕÌÙȭɯ'ÈÝÌɯàÖÜɯÚÌÌÕɯÈɯ

crazy road sign? Take a photo and send it in 

to: chairman@safedriversandriders.org.uk 

From the Chair  

mailto:chairman@safedriversandriders.org.uk
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By John Holland  

 
Peter Croft Award 

Simon Smart receives the Peter Croft Award from Zoe 

Croft,  the daughter of Jean and Peter Croft.   The award 

ÞÈÚɯÊÙÌÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯ/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯÔÌÔÖÙàɯÉàɯ9ÖÌɯÈÕËɯÏÌÙɯÔÜÔȮɯÈÍÛÌÙɯ

/ÌÛÌÙɀÚɯËÌÈÛÏɯÐÕɯƖƔƔƚȭɯɯɯ3ÏÌɯÈÞÈÙËɯÐÚɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÍÖÙɯȿ2ÜÚÛÈÐÕÌËɯ

contribution in promoting the activities of the Manchester 

&ÙÖÜ×Ȯɯ 1Ö # ɀȭɯ ɯ ɯ &ÙÖÜ×ɯ /ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ )ÖÏÕɯ 'ÖÓÓÈÕËȮɯ ÐÕɯ

announcing the presentation said that Simon certainly 

fulfilled the requirements of the award, not only in being 

the Group Treasurer, but also in producing such an 

outstanding Newsletter, MAINBEAM.   Furthermore, 

2ÐÔÖÕɯÏÈÚɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàɯÜ×ÎÙÈËÌËɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

stands in proud comparison with any other on the internet.  

 

9ÖÌɯÓÈÛÌÙɯÞÙÖÛÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɯÛÖɯÚÈàȯɯɁIt was good to see you 

and so many other familiar faces at the AGM.  I think that 

2ÐÔÖÕɯÐÚɯÈɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÊÏÖÐÊÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙÚɀɯ Peter Croft Award, 

but it must have been a difficult decision with so much 

happening in the Group.  My Mum was pleased to hear 

ÏÖÞɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÈÙÌɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯÖÕȮɯÈÕËɯÏÖÞɯÛÏÌɯ&ÙÖÜ×ɯÐÚɯËÖÐÕÎȭɂ

Mirror Check!  Mike   Beavan has been a member of the 

Group since the mid-Fifties, when it was The League of Safe 

Drivers.   To mark the milestone, Mike was made a Group 

Honorary Member at the AGM.   Here Mike is shown 

receiving a  RoADAR tie from Manchester Group President 

John Holland at the Sunday morning Associate meeting 

following the AGM.  

 

 

Peter Haddock (centre) with fellow RoADAR examiners 

Andy Hamilton (left) and Neil Ashton.  Andy, from 

Wetherby, celebrates 30 years as an Examiner, whilst Neil, a 

former Regional Senior Examiner is still testing members 

after over 40 years experience.   A long way to go, Peter!  

 

 

 

AGM 2009 
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By John Holland  

 
Reducing the Speed Limit for road 

safety reasons 

 It still comes as a surprise to 

sections of the motoring public that 

motorways are NOT, statistically, our 

most dangerous roads.   Of the three 

environments they are the safest, with 

town driving being in the middle, 

leaving country roads as being the ones 

carrying the highest risk.   As well as 

the pretty back roads of rural Britain, 

this category also includes A-class 

roads both of which can carry the 

higher speed limits.  

 Now moves are afoot to reduce the 

current national speed limit of 60mph 

on these roads down to 50mph, the 

reason being given that it will make the 

roads safer.   Who can argue with that?   

If we take that argument further along 

that particular path of logic, we should 

reduce the speed limit to 12mph and 

then, for good measure, ban any 

drivers who dare to venture on the 

roads unless preceded by a man 

ÞÈÝÐÕÎɯÈɯÙÌËɯÍÓÈÎȭɯɯɯ-ÖÞɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÈÕɯ

innovation!  

 Back to the definition of country 

roads; surely it must be agreed that 

some roads in this category offer no 

physical or structural risk?   True, some 

quieter roads, meandering through the 

country side are far more threatening, 

with their inherent risk factors such as 

being narrow and twisting, often with 

broken surfaces and adverse cambers.   

I wonder though, how many drivers 

who use the A-class roads at maximum 

permitted speed drive at similar speeds 

on the more rural ones?   Admittedly, 

some will and do.  

 Leaving that subject for a moment, 

but with the promise to return to it 

before the page runs out, I see that 70 

percent of all drivers list tail -gating the 

top of their pet -hate list.   In a poll of 

1,440 drivers conducted by Motorpoint, 

60 percent of women drivers and 47 

percent of men confirmed this 

conclusion.  This, despite the possibility 

of a maximum fine of £2,500 for the 

offence.  Speaking on behalf of the 

researchers, Paul Winfield the 

operations director of the car 

ÚÜ×ÌÙÔÈÙÒÌÛɯ ÎÙÖÜ×Ȯɯ ÚÈàÚȮɯ Ɂ(ɯ ÞÖÜÓËɯ

recommend anyone who tailgates to 

ÖÉÚÌÙÝÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ȿÛÞÖ-ÚÌÊÖÕËɯ ÙÜÓÌɀȮɯ ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ

ÐÛɀÚɯÛÖÖɯÓÈÛÌɂȭɯɯ(ɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚÜÎÎÌÚÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯ

advice is only part of the story, as the 2-

second rule is only good up to a certain 

speed, but apart from that do you now 

see how the two items above link 

together? 

 2×ÌÌËɯÐÕɯÐÛÚÌÓÍɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯËÈÕÎÌÙÖÜÚȮɯÐÛɀÚɯ

only dangerous in certain situations, 

ÈÕËɯ ÞÏÈÛɯ ÐÚɯ ȿÚ×ÌÌËɀɯ ÈÕàÞÈàȳɯ ɯ %ÐÝÌɯ

miles an hour on a supermarket car 

park can, under certain circumstances, 

be far more dangerous than 80 miles an 

hour on a motorway, and before you 

berate me, I DO know the speed limit, 

and I am NOT condoning driving 

beyond it!  

 Driving too fast on any road, and 

not just narrow, twisting country lanes, 

or travelling too close to other traffic, 

comes down to driver education, and, 

in my opinion, tinkering with speed 

limits does nothing to widen the 

knowledge, responsibility or acumen of 

drivers.  Make the driving test more 

difficult and longer, insist on a more 

thorough learning -programme than 

ÖÕÌɯ ÛÖɯ ÈÊÊÖÔÔÖËÈÛÌɯ ȿÑÜÚÛɀɯ ÛÏÌɯ

ÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÖËÈàɀÚɯ ËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯ ÛÌÚÛȮɯ

and come down hard on transgressors, 

and then assess the cost in road safety 

terms. 

 In  addit ion,  since our last 

Newsletter, I see that there has been a 

resurrection of the cry to turn off street 

lights to save energy.   The Highways 

Agency is considering turning off some 

lights on the 4,000 miles of roads and 

motorways for which it is responsible, 

between the hours of midnight and 

5am.  Opposition has swiftly come 

ÍÙÖÔɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÚÊÐÌÕÛÐÍÐÊɯ ÔÈÎÈáÐÕÌȮɯ ȿ3ÏÌɯ

"ÖÊÏÙÈÕÌɯ +ÐÉÙÈÙàɀɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÌÓÓÐÕÎɯ

statistics, for it claims that street 

lighting reduced the number of fatal 

crashes by 77 percent, and other 

collisions by between 32 and 55 

percent.  This is in direct conflict with 

the HA who claim that street lighting 

reduces the risk of crashes by only 10 

percent. 

 Some local authorities have already 

started to reduce street lighting at 

certain times, or are considering doing 

so, but, significantly, one of them, 

Powys, has already switched them back 

on, following a review.  

 F iona Be yer  o f  Newc as t le 

University, is one of the authors of the 

ÙÌ×ÖÙÛȮɯÈÕËɯÚÈàÚȮɯɁ1ÖÈËɯÊÙÈÚÏÌÚɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯ

just the unfortunate culmination of 

chance, but are events that can be 

analysed so the risk factors are 

identified and then addressed.   

Darkness is a risk factor, so therefore 

street lighting is a valuable tool.  The 

potential adverse road safety impact of 

such a policy (turning the lights off), 

should be carefully considered in light 

ÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÍÐÕËÐÕÎÚȭɂ 

 Andrew Howard, head of road 

safety at the Automobile Association 

ÞÌÓÊÖÔÌËɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÌÈÙÊÏȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ ÚÐËÌɯ

from road safety, street lights also 

reduce crime, fear of crime and 

accidents for those on foot as well as in 

ÈɯÊÈÙɂȭɯɯ'ÖÞÌÝÌÙȮɯÈɯÚ×ÖÒÌÚÔÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ

Local Government Associat ion 

defended the decision by its members 

to switch off the lights, with what 

seems to me to be a bewildering 

ÚÛÈÛÌÔÌÕÛȰɯɁ(Íɯ×ÌÖ×ÓÌɯÊÖÔ×ÓÈÐÕɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ

an unsightly glare coming from a street 

light, councils will endeavour to 

ÙÌÚ×ÖÕËȭɂ 

 $ËÜÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÐÕɯËÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÛÌÙÔÚȳɯɯɯ6ÌɀÝÌɯ

got a long way to go! 

This, that and tôother 
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By Alan Yates  

 
BYPASS BYPASSED (again) 

Our local paper The Advertiser 

covering most of Tameside once again 

reports on the announcement that the 

Highways Agency is withdrawing 

from the public inquiry into the 

Mottram / Tintwistle Bypass. This was 

dated March 26th. 2009. The article goes 

on to point out the cost of the inquiry 

so far of around £20M without any 

apologies, stating that there were 

ɁÐÚÚÜÌÚɯ ÖÍɯ ÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯ ÔÖËÌÓÓÐÕÎɁȭɯ  ɯ ÕÌÞɯ

methodology has been developed and 

ÐÚɯ×ÙÖÝÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯɁÓÌÕÎÛÏàɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚɁȭ 

The 3.5 mile route has a projected start 

time now of 2020 and at today's costs of 

around £315M, works out at about 

£100M a mile. Weeks previously the 

regional leaders forum for the north -

we s t  o f  En g landɭ4N Wɭha d 

recommended that the scheme be 

delayed until 2016 / 2017, while other 

schemes take priority. If anyone 

regularly uses this section of road I am 

sure that there is no more greater 

priority.  

 

The bottleneck occurs at the traffic 

lights at Mottram; there is a 4 way 

junction here with priority given to the 

A57 traffic in both directions. Single 

carriageways on all the roads add to 

the congestion. The bypass would 

effectively pass to the side of this area, 

relieving the weight of traffic.  

 

OR NOT 

 

Fast forward to this week's edition of 

said paper and the headline reads 

Ɂ&ÙÌÌÕɯÓÐÎÏÛɯÍÖÙɯÕÌÞɯÙÖÈËɯ×ÓÈÕɂȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ

leaders of Greater Manchester's 10 

councils will decide in April whether to 

ask the government to reinstate the 

project. Sir Howard Bernstein the Chief 

Executive for the GM Authorities 

believes that plans could be put to the 

#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÍÖÙɯ3ÙÈÕÚ×ÖÙÛɯÍÖÙɯÈÕɯɁ$ÈÙÓàɯ

ÍÜÕËÐÕÎɯËÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɂȭ 

 

Of course there are mixed reactions, the 

campaign group Save Swallows Wood 

ÈÙÌɯɁËÐÚÈ××ÖÐÕÛÌËɁɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ-bypass 

group Longendale Siege Committee are 

ɁÐÕɯÍÈÝÖÜÙɁȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÊÏÌÔÌɯÏÈÚɯÉÌÌÕɯÖÕɯ

the cards since the 1970's, and 

estimated cost in 2003  were around 

£90M.  At this present rate of progress I 

cannot ever envision it going ahead, on 

cost alone. 

 

Bits ónô Bobs 
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Social Report  

By Alan Yates  

 
Comedians, the Royals and Others 

Probably not the best of night to turn out, 

but John Holland did us proud with his talk 

on Comedians, Royals and Others. With a 

little? crib sheet at his side John talked to us 

for over an hour and a half on celebrities he 

had met over the years. 

 How could you not be envious of him 

rubbing shoulders with the likes of Danny 

Kaye, Princess Diana, etc. Flying visits to 

ÝÈÙÐÖÜÚɯ ÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÛÖɯ ɁÚÕÈ×ɂɯ ËÐÎÕÐÛÈÙÐÌÚɯ

doing their stuff. Insights to celebrities 

personalities and quirks that the general 

public never see, only ever hear about. It 

was excellent. 

 The hidden talents he allowed us to see 

included script writing for the comedians 

Dodd and Dawson. Even at one stage 

having his name up in the credits, along 

with a fellow collaborator, on TV. Others 

were sent scripts, only to have one famous 

diminutive comedian return them with a 

ÕÖÛÌɯ ÈÛÛÈÊÏÌËɯÚÛÈÛÐÕÎȮɯ Ɂ8ÖÜɯ ÈÙÌɯ ÙÜÉÉÐÚÏɂȭɯ

Ah well you can't win 'em all. The story of 

Ken Dodd's partner attending every single 

performance and rating the audience 

reactions, so that Doddy could refine the 

humour of his act, shows how much and 

how deep the art of script writing must get.  

 I liked John's impersonations of some of 

ÏÐÚɯɁÊÌÓÌÉÙÐÛÐÌÚɂɯÌÚ×ÌÊÐÈÓÓàɯ'ÈÙÖÓËɯ6ÐÓÚÖÕȮɯ(ɯ

thought that was spot on. But he does need 

to work on that cockney accent! I wanted 

him to dish the dirt on a few more sports 

personalities, but time was against us. 

Maybe John, there are a few more stories to 

come? I for one hope so. 

 Anyone interested in looking at Belle 

Vue and the zoo, (remember John's 

encounter with the lions), can see a little 

more at: http://manchesterhistory.net/

bellevue/zoo.html  

 

Airport Walk 

I must thank all the RoSPA members and 

friends who turned up to walk around 

Manchester Airport with myself and Brian. 

Not the best of days weather wise, but we 

did see some activity on the airfield and at 

the runway end. I do hope it lived up to the 

pre-publicity details. Always a worry on the 

day wondering if A) the weather will be 

OK, B) if those aircraft would be taking off 

on our side of the field. Neither worked as I 

wanted but overall, not too bad.  

 

Mind your head!   Part of the walk went 
beneath the landing lights for runway 2 

 

Next Group Walk 

Alan will lead the next Group walk 

around Daisy Nook Country Park.  

This will be a 5 mile  course, planned 

for early September or thereabouts.  
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By John Holland  

 

 'ÌÙÌɀÚɯ Èɯ ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÖÜÙɯ

current Associates can easily 

answer ɬ but what about the rest of 

us?   How many types of pedestrian 

crossing can you name?   I was 

asked this quite recently by a highly 

respected colleague in advanced 

driving circles, and I said that I 

would try to answer it in 

chronological order, so I started, 

Ɂ9ÌÉÙÈȮɯ /ÈÕËÈȮɯ /ÌÓÐÊÈÕɯ-ɂɯ 'Ìɯ

ÚÛÖ××ÌËɯÔÌɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɯɁ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈɯ/ÈÕËÈɯ

ÊÙÖÚÚÐÕÎȳɂ 

 So now to you ɬ what IS a Panda 

crossing?   Really the question 

should be what WAS a Panda 

crossing, as it was phased out in  

ƕƝƚƛɯ ÛÖɯ ÔÈÒÌɯ ÞÈàɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÌɯ ȿ7-

6Èàɀɯ ȹÕÖȮɯ(ɯ ËÖÕɀÛɯ ÒÕÖÞɯ ÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯ

about that one either), before the 

Pelican was introduced in 1969. 

  ÚɯÍÈÙɯÉÈÊÒɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÌÈÙÓàɯƕƝƚƔɀÚɯ

there was great concern about 

pedestrian safety using the former 

model, the Zebra, with the 

increasing amount of traffic.   With 

the Zebra crossing  pedestrians had 

immediate right of way once their 

foot was on the road surface.   This 

was not only seen to be dangerous, 

it was also a cause of many 

unnecessary traffic hold ups, as 

pedestrians could do this whenever 

they wished.   There was criticism 

too of light -controlled crossings as 

the early ones had the words 

Ɂ#ÖÕɀÛɯ ÊÙÖÚÚɂɯ ËÐÚ×ÓÈàÌËɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ

was seen as a violation of existing 

rights of way law for pedestrians.  

 So it was that the Panda crossing 

was introduced in 1962 as the best 

compromise at the time.   Amid 

great publicity, the first one was 

declared open on April 2 nd of that 

year outside Waterloo Station in 

London.   Guildford followed most 

enthusiastically, converting 13 

existing crossings, and Lincoln too 

converted 10 crossings to the new 

system.   Eventually throughout 

England and Wales there were 40 

sites in total. 

 The design was very similar to 

the Zebra model but to distinguish 

the difference the road pattern of 

the Panda was laid out with a 

triangular, zig -zag effect, and 

although the Belisha beacon style 

entrance was still used the globe 

was striped instead of plain.   The 

big difference though, was the 

inclusion of light signals on the 

poles themselves.   Drivers were 

confronted with 2 lights, a red one 

and an amber one, and the 

pedestrian had just one signal 

ÞÏÐÊÏɯ ÚÏÖÞÌËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÞÖÙËɯ ȿ"ÙÖÚÚɀɯ

when the right button had been 

pressed, for in its idle state all lights 

would be off.   Once activated, the 

driver would see a flashing amber 

light warning of the imminent 

change, followed by a flashing red 

light which was a mandatory signal 

to stop.   At the same time the 

×ÌËÌÚÛÙÐÈÕɯ ÞÖÜÓËɯ ÚÌÌɯ ÛÏÌɯ ȿ"ÙÖÚÚɀɯ

invitation appear, which would also 

flash but with increasing speed as 

the time ran out.    As with the 

current Pelican system, drivers 

could proceed on an amber flashing 

light if no pedestrians were crossing 

at the time.   This was seen as a way 

to remove unnecessary traffic hold-

ups. 

 The design, however, was not 

considered a success and so it was 

that in 1967 the mysterious (to me) 

X-Way was implemented, and the 

strange thing is that it was not 

introduced as the Panda was 

phased out, but very abruptly, and 

almost overnight throughout the 

country, seemingly as a matter of 

urgency.   With us for just about 2 

years, they too, were replaced by 

the Pelican crossing. 

 (ɯ ÍÐÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ ȿÙÐÎÏÛ-of-ÞÈàɀɯ ÊÓÈÜÚÌɯ

an interesting one, which appears 

to have been amended where 

pedestrians and road traffic are 

concerned.   In America they have 

ÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÓÈÞÚɯÙÌÎÈÙËÐÕÎɯȿÑÈà-ÞÈÓÒÐÕÎɀɯ

which incur on -the-spot fines by 

vigilant police officers.   In the UK 

of course, we see examples every 

day of traffic -dodging pedestrians, 

without any apparent legislation; 

right -of-way law again, perhaps? 

 A reminder of the other types of 

crossing might not go amiss here, 

with an explanation of how they 

got their names: 

¶ Pelican (Pedestrian LIght 

CONtrolled)  

¶ Puffin (Pedestrian User-

Friendly Intelligent)  

¶ Toucan (Two can cross, to 

allow pedestrians and cyclists 

to cross at the same time). 

¶ Pegasus (also known as 

Equestrian), which has two 

sets of light controls, one 

higher up the pole to allow 

horse riders to activate them. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Crossing that Time Forgot  
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By Andy Walker  

 
If it had been a sporting event then 

the two sides would have been evenly

-matched ɬ 7 Group members and 7 

visitors.   However, at the end of the 

ȿÎÈÔÌɀɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯÈÓÓɯÈÚɯÖÕÌȮɯÚÜÊÏɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ

friendship that these walks create. 

 

We met up by the Hilton Hotel on the 

road between Wilmslow and Hale, the 

A538, and promptly at 10am we set off 

ÜÕËÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÈËÌÙÚÏÐ×ɯÖÍɯȿ8ÖÔ×ÌÙɀɯ ÓÈÕɯ

Yates.   Group members as well as Alan 

were, Sheila Entwistle, Paul Medina, 

Paul Sykes, Mike Beavan, Alan Tainsh 

and John Holland.   Mike brought three 

of his friends along, Sheena, Helen and 

David, and Alan Tainsh brought his 

daughter Jennifer, who was quite 

happy to stride along with the best of 

ȿÌÔȭɯ ɯ ɯ6ÈÓÒɯ ÓÌÈËÌÙɯ  ÓÈÕɯÏÈËɯ ÍÈÔÐÓàɯ

support from his sister Dorothy and 

her husband Vernon, together with 

fr iend Br ian who p layed the 

È××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯ ÙÖÓÌɯ ÖÍɯ ȿÛÈÐÓ-ÌÕËɯ "ÏÈÙÓÐÌɀȭɯɯɯ

Casualties who reported in sick were 

 ÓÈÕɀÚɯËÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯ)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÞÐÍÌɯ,ÈÙÐÌȮɯ

both with heavy colds, and Jean Farmer 

who had injured her foot. .  

 

Crossing the busy A538 the party 

immediately left tarmac to enter a field 

which led up into a wood on a gentle 

slope, and on to cross a small tributary 

stream of the river Bollin twice, on two 

planked bridges. 

 

Alan had promised a view of Runway 

Two of Manchester International 

Airport, and although we could hear 

ÛÏÌɯ×ÓÈÕÌÚȮɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÞÈÚɯÐÛȳɯɯɯ6ÌɯËÐËÕɀÛɯ

have to wait long though, for crossing 

another field we saw the arrow -straight 

boundary fence, part of which crossed 

a very imposing tunnel.  Time for an 

explanation from Alan here; we were 

going to walk the Runway Two Trail 

and the tunnel was created to carry the 

runway across the River Bollin ɬ with 

wildlife very much in mind.   The 

tunnel is 240 metres long, 18 high and 

24 wide, and high in the roof are two 

bat roosting chambers, whilst the walls 

themselves have a variety of bricks and 

boards to offer additional roosting sites 

for the bats.   Grey wagtails also have 

nesting facilities in the tunnel, and 

kingfishers find the area very attractive 

too.   The river bed has been designed 

to allow the passage of a range of fish, 

including brown trout.   There are 

ȿÙÐÍÍÓÌÚɀɯȹÚÔÈÓÓɯÞÈÛÌÙÍÈÓÓÚȺɯÛÖɯÈÌÙÈÛÌɯÛÏÌɯ

water and each year the water is 

monitored by the Environment Agency 

to test its purity.   Even mammals are 

catered for, with a series of tree stumps 

let into one bank of the tunnel to give 

them sheltered passage from one end 

to the other.   Perhaps this is a legacy of 

ȿ2ÞÈÔ×àɀɯ ȹÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯ ÏÐÔȳȺɯ ÈÕËɯ ÛÏÌɯ

other protesters who occupied the trees 

for months in a bid to delay or even 

stop the development. 

 

By now we were straining to go in and 

have a look ɬ but not yet!   Alan 

promised that we could use the tunnel 

on our return leg.   Very soon, another 

short climb brought us right up to the 

perimeter fence, and we were in luck ɬ 

runway two was in use.   We saw 

several landings as we walked parallel 

with the strip, from private jets to the 

Jumbo version bringing holidaymakers 

back home, leaving the main terminal 

building some 2 miles behind us.   A 

coffee break gave us ample time to 

watch more planes arriving, before we 

turned away from that path and 

dropped down to walk leafy lanes at 

the back of Mobberley.   This was the 

area which was ripped apart for the 

development not all that many years 

ago, when homes were ruthlessly 

bulldozed ɬ all in the interest of 

progress. 

A gentle turn in one lane and there was 

a large aircraft heading straight for us!   

We were now walking between the 

landing lights of runway 2 and the 

planes seemed to be mere feet above 

our heads.   Time to stop and watch 

them approaching from miles away, 

getting larger, and lower, until they 

flashed overhead. 

  

For a short time the aircraft were 

landing to the right of us, but then we 

found that others were flying to our 

left, also prepared for landing.   These 

were heading for runway 1 and we 

were walking between the two flight 

paths. 

  

The weather had been tolerant for us, 

with just one light shower so far, but 

when Alan found a hollow for our 

lunch break, it really started to rain.   

With us for only about 20 minutes, 

nevertheless enough to give us a 

soaking ɬ but were we down -hearted?   

You bet we were!   But not for long, for 

once on the trail again little knots of 

people were chatting together, and 

interchanging along the route.  

 

Now it was time to get to the other side 

of runway 2 through the Bollin Tunnel!   

This gave us a closer look of this 

impressive structure before a short 

climb brought us back to close 

proximity with the runway again.   

Ahead we could see our starting point, 

and within a few minutes we were 

back at the cars stripping off the wet 

clothes and boots. 

 

The walk was a gentle one of 6 miles, 

with only a couple of short climbs to 

do, and was so interesting with its 

variety of views.    

 

Alan had done it again!  

 

Photos are on page 8. 
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LATEST WALK ï A RUN(A)WAY SUCCESS!  



 

MAINBEAM A p r i l  2 0 0 9  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
M

a
n

c
h
e

s
te

r 
G

ro
u
p
 R

o
A

D
A

R
 

8 

LATEST WALK ï A RUN(A)WAY SUCCESS!  

Andy Walker 

 

 

Sheila leads the way 

Behind the group is the tunnel which caters for the wild animals, with runway 2 above it.  

For story, see page 7. 
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By Tony Richardson  

 
HIGHWAY CODE 
1. What precautions should you take when turning right?  

  (Highway Code Rule 179) 

2. What parts of your vehicle should you keep clear of snow?                

  (Highway Code Rule 229)  

3.  What precautions should you take when flashing your headlights?        

 (Highway Code Rules 110 and 111)  

 

ROADCRAFT  

1. What ÐÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯÊÈÕɯàÖÜɯÖÉÛÈÐÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚɀɯÓÐÎÏÛÚ?           

 (Page 33 Roadcraft) 

2. What is the is the effect on steering when taking left and right hand bends? 

  (Page 121 Roadcraft)  

3. What is the effect of incorrect use of brake/gear overlap? 

 (Page 70 Roadcraft)  

 

For the answers, please refer to the latest edition of the Highway Code and Roadcraft on the pages indicated. 

Tonyôs Quiz 
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Letters  
 In the February edition of MAINBEAM, Rod Hewitt -Dean wrote about how RoADAR Members should 

receive a 25% discount on car insurance renewal quotes from Adrian Flux Insurance Services.  Rod's renewal 

company wanted £142.98 but Adrian Flux could only offer a quote of £190. 

 I don't know if I'm a high risk driver (although I like to believe the reason is I do have a 'M' postcode) but 

my renewal notice landed on my doormat from Privilege last month for £627.90 for my new car. I called 

Adrian Flux who quoted me, upon mentioning RoADAR, a pleasing £325.00! The policy is underwritten by 

Equity Red Star for pretty much like -for-like cover. 

 

Lee Davies 

By Alan Yates  

 

 Care on the Road had the leading 

article on parents being more up to date 

and teaching their children road safety. 

It struck a cord because a few days 

earlier I received an e-mail showing the 

radio presenter Chris Moyles walking 

up Snowdon. See link: 

www.livefortheoutdoors.com/Videos/

Search-Results/Walking/Watch -Chris-

Moyles-climb -Snowdon/?id=14020 

 This brings to mind all sorts of 

things like, why describe this as a 

ɁÊÓÐÔÉɂȮɯÞÏÌÕɯÐÕɯÍÈÊÛɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÈɯÞÈÓÒȮɯÈÓÉÌÐÛɯ

very steep in places. Surely climb 

implies ropes, caribines etc.  When I 

made the ascent in 2008 I certainly 

wasn't prepared to climb the darned 

thing, walk to the summit yes, climb, 

no. 

 If you watch the video you see 

Snowdon has snow near the summit, 

can you expect anything else in winter? 

And at one stage one of the group 

certainly looks a little unsteady on the 

traverse across this section. A few weeks 

previous 2 guys had fallen and were 

killed. The Snowdon Mountain Rescue 

Team were advising walkers/climbers to 

make sure they were properly equipped 

and competent to go out in the 

prevailing conditions.  

 The team were having to go out 

more and more to rescue people who 

were in difficulties. The Lake district 

also had its fair share of tragedy as well.  

 So to the point. As adults, and 

certainly as older adults, there seems to 

be  loss of sensibility with regard to 

safety. Not only our own but other 

peoples as well. Maybe we are not the 

best people to teach our kids to cross the 

road or to drive cars with responsibility. 

Or am I preaching to the converted? 

Safety with Common Sense  
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